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PARLIAMENT,andCouncerL of STATE forthe Com- 
monwealth of ENGLAN Þb, The author humbly crives of tha: 
mohty Counicller, that Prince of peace, a 1. roc doration of he 
ſpirit of Coun!ell, and of the ſpirit of courage, with a ſuicabie an 
happy ſucceſs for the *Pezve, Liberty, ard enlargement of thele thee 


To the R tght Honorable the Houle of 


N.:tions. F, _ 


0G. 
t 


affairs , that do flow in, ard preſs upon you daily , to 
- 5 caſt your eye(at leaſt for recreation ſake) upon this Trea- 
:: c, and the rather, becauſe it contains in it matter of no ſmall concern- 
cnt, as in it ſeif, ſo eſpecially to your honoured elves ; for in the firlt 
part, Which 1s the natrative , you may pleaſe to read a tragicall tory , 
wherein I hope your eye will not a litle affect your tender hearts, to ſec 
luch a difcurreous entertainment of rangers , and wayfaring-men that 
ware paſſirg by , and tarried but for a night or two, and that by their 
neighbours, men profefſing the fear of rhe Lord as they allo do ; who to- 
gether for berry of their conſciences, and worſhip of their God, as their 
hearcs were perl'waded » long ſince fled from the perſecuting hands of the 
Lordly Biſhops , your adverſaries and ours, -unto thoſe utmoſt parts of 
tze World, to the extreme hazard of their lives, the waſting of their e- 
{tares, and upon the point, to the totall Iols and dzpriyation of their nee: 
and deer relations, and the comforts thereof in this their native land; and 


the rather to ſce this acted by that ſword, thag hand, which from your 
A 2 honoured 
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honored arm they are betrulted with, and fo to ſee your fword,your py - 
er, your hand miſuſed therein, In the ſecoad pant,which is the contirma'j.. 
on of my teltimony by the word of God,..ad teltimony of ChriltJetus 6 
Lord, andeſpecially in the larec part thereof: you that COunt it your 
orcateſt honour, and higheſt preterment in this world to be leryan;s ; 
Chriſt ( who is indeed the Lord of Lords, and King of Kines, «ho 
Sword-bearers you are, as was alſo that Ceſar ajthough he krew it no: 
you ( I fay I hope ) ſhall find thar he hath not required 1uch things a; 
your hands, as generally they that have beea his Sword-bearers betore 
our ſelves have been apt to conceive; and thereupon have been too deep- 
y engaged in the ſhedding of muzh 1nnocent bloud ia this Lard : beir.2 
alſo periwaded thereunto by ther teachers, who ro maintain their tuper- 
ſtitious, humane, inventedrelizion and worſhip, for filthy lucres take, 1: 
beiag the only curious art, and craft by which they had ticir wealth 
and livings as thoſe of old; not hay ng the ewo-cdged {word of the Spuir, 
which is the word of God, to defer:d themlelves, and to maintain thei: 
craft, againlt the poor illiterate ard deſpiſed ſervants ard witnetles « * 
Jelus Chriſt, have been forced to call for the twoid of tteel, the porwe: 
of the Magiſtrate, to help to [top their mouthes, to cur tam off, a 
{o totake them ou: of their way, and by caſting x miſt Bztor2 their Ru - 
lers eyes they have (t1l] efiacdod them, That this is their ofhce , ard 
dutyto do, and that hereby they did God beſt leryice with tat fword 
with which they were berrulted , whereas indeed they did but make 
their word guilty of che blood of the innoceat;and thus were they taxcn 
off from attending upon the yery thing for which this word was pur 
into their hands, to attend upon their private , and carnal) in:c.eſts, 
and fo were brought into a double tranſgreſſion. By whole crracaes, 
Right Honourable, I hopethe Lord will teach you ro beware, and by 
oiving you a clear diſcerning of his mind, and will in thete more 
rioht tunne-ſhining daics ( wherein the Earth begins to bc filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord as the'waters cover the Sea ) will oive you 
ro underſtand that as all power in earth is givento him, 10 he to the 
glory of God his Father, whoſe power , and wiſdome he is, doth 
wilely manage the ſame by a two fold adminiſtration *of power ſuita- 
bie tothe two fold tate or being of man , whom in the earth, and in 
the things thereof he hath appointed Lord; that one may be called an 
earthly , and outward adminiſtration , which ſuits the ourward man, 


and all chole ourward, and viſible things ( in reference unto mw ) 
that 
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-1at do belone thereto , as he is Lord thereof, and is managed by an 
ourward viſible {word of feel, and by a carnall or audible voyce, 
or word of him , or them that holds it ia their hand , and to an out- 
ward and carnal end, (| yer: righteous, juſt, and good, which being 
diligently atceaded to rends to the peace, liberty, and proſperity of a 
c1v:1 State, Nation and Kin«dom lo far as it concerns the outward man 
and viſible ttate thereof; ) whichend is the preſervarion of it leit, 
the whole , and eyery particular part . and perſon, belonging thercur.- 
to, ſafe in their perlon , name, and eltate from him, or them that 
would cite up vitibly to oppreis, or wrong them in the fam? ; Thus in 
the general; and to inſtance more particularly » In caſe by the cauti- 
0. of a Waviefome Law, and juſt penalty annexed thereur.to , which 
by a carnal hand or way, !sprelented to a carnall ard vitivle eye, 
orear, the Oyprefſour takes no: warning, and will not be deterred 
from offering violence to the perſoa, name , oreſtare of his neig:bours 
then by chis power ſh:ll he be made reiponfible, and be torced -:;- 
[21 wolens, lo far as he is able to make it good, andto reftore; in 
cale any be impoveriſhed , or faln to decay 1n their outward man , 
and citates by age, ficknets, fire, or by ſome other way , or hand 
2: GOD ; fo farastheirpreſent (treagth extends, by this power 
tney are to be employed , and where it fails, to be relieved, and rhat 
by anequall, and juſt levy of their neigbours eſtates to be taken alio 
bd; force in caſe there be not to much oye, and charity in them to- 
wards their poor diltrefſed neighbours to conſtrain them rhercuato , and 
by the fame way alfo to maintain itſelf, and all other jult u2dertakings 
nat may be preſented for the preſervation of the whole. And this 1n 
briet is rhe ſum of that adminiſtration of Chriſts power in carth fo far as 
:t meerly concerns the outward man with reſpect to others that may up- 
hold ic, or moleſt it, and is managed by that ſword of itcel which 
1 refereace unto him is called in {ſcripture therod of iron by which he 
rules thenations , and breaks them to peeces like a Porters veſlel; and 


with this adminiſtration of his power 01 Earth ( Right Honourable ) 


hath he ( who is the Lord of Lords and ſhall ere {org appear as King 
and Judge of all ) betruſted you in theſe three Nations, having as a 
manifeſt roken thereof put into your hand that iron rod., and to admira- 
tion hath ſtrengrhened and wh 

dering of the ſame. 


d your armfor the ſubduing , and or- 


Thece 
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Thereis yet beſides this, another adminiſtration of Ci riits power ©; 
Earth, which compared with this, may be truly retmed hea venly ar! 
ſpiritvall, ir being that which ſuiterh with and prir.c'paily IS EXC: 
«about the {piriruall, or hidden part or many to wit, Þ15 iptur, and , a. 
conicience, which is indeed the meſt naturall Lord aid commands: . 
thc outward , it and all things belongire trereunto Ecing DUT nat. 2:; * 
\ubject, ard readily obcdient, from which very corf:Curalicn it 1s, thi: i: 
1s more fafe, and alſo more honourable, for the powers on caita co bay; 
one thouland fouls to be tubject to them tor love and conlicicice {a}. 
than to haye ten thouſand times ten thoutand bodies iccmirgly lubycet 
for wra'h take, and for fear of reverge; this {pitic ard great commanier 
1n man, 15 ſuch a ſparkling beam, trom the Father of highs, a: lpirics 
that it carnot be lorded over, commanded, or forced, either by m2, de- 
vils, or argels, bur onely leavirg its fult (tation, wherein it came io rc 
ro the light ard glory of God, it1s now caulcd to poſteſs death and d.th- 
neſs, and by that means is in a capacity by m:n and devils to be dece:- 
ved, ard fo by perſiwaſion to be mis-Icd. This fpirituall auiniailtraro) 
of Chriſts power in and over the lpirits and conlcier.ces of m.n, as it ch 
rends to all che inward and hidden motions ard actirgs of te wind, t. 
toall the ou: ward manifcltations of irs poweifull comma 7s 1: the ou. 
ward man, in reference unto Ged, and elpecially unto ſuch 23 apport..in 
tothe viſible worſhip and ſervice of God , who hath declared lirulgll” th 
be a Spirit, and will be worſhipped in Jpirit ard in thi, 25d (oet.s 
tuch, and oncly fuch ro worſhip lum :; This {piricuall admiuiiſtrart. n ! 
far as it concerns the outward man, is managed not vy Iword of S.cl 
( which cannor come ncer or touch the fpiric or mir:d of m1 ) bur birt. 0 
tword that procceds out of the mouca of is ſervants, the word of til, 
andelpecially as to the cfficacy, ard to the inward man, bymne two- 
edoed 1word of the Spirit, that fpiricuall law and hgh: with which tel 
candles of the Lord are cnlightned, and that by hinlelf, who is that light 
that eniight ucth cucry man that comes into the worl:, and ts fpintu- 
all adminiſtration of Chriſts power on cath in ard over the tpi;1rs. minds, 
and conſciences of the ſons of men, and aifo over the curward man as 
to worſhip mcerly , is committed into the hand» of the Spirit 0! Chriſt, 
who is his vice-roy here on earth, and is cnly able ro deal with ſpirits by 
way of convincing, converting , transforming , and as it were a-nev 
creating of them, and ſo to cranſjace them ou: of the Kingdome of dark- 
neſs, in which they arc by ature , into the glorious .iberty of rhe Saints 
in licht, Whois pleaſcd alſo to make uſe of the mouths of his ſervants, 


and throvgh thew, as cwpty reeds, and crooked xams-hoxnes , to over- 
cure 


——— — 
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un the tpicies, end (pirituall ſtrong holds of men and devils , ard by 
t:cM TO COLVISH, ave ge and execurtc the lentence written, aAviiici UP. 
{1111 as manifelt the cmaity that 1s intheir minds in the highelt deorce CVCil 
avinft che holy Spirit limielt (the only (1. u»pardoaable ( for all ott:cr 
ard blaſr; cmy ſhall be forgiven) I fay rke warren ferterce tha* is to 
þ- execu:cd vnen luch ) is auarherma ar 1 atha gthatis, acc urled vvith 
113 intimation, 0:27 Loo corel, leaving them untill he mcet with them; 
+24 orherwile than thus the ſervants of Chriſt cannoc proceed, having cx- 
rrets commard 307 to fir.vey bur to be piety opt to teacl, 1 meckne(3 
:{truaiog thote that oppoſe themſelves, & to wait if God at any time wil 
cive :hem repentance tothe ackr.owledgement of the truth; Thus if it 
vleale the Farher of lights to give you ( Righ: Honorable ) ro diftinginſh 
terween theſe two adminiſtractois of Chnit's power here on earth, ard 
to leave that yart to himſelf in the hand ot his Spirit, which cannot be 
confericd 71 073, nor yet rightly managed but by the wcmcagd ſont 
11.1 Sp;r2.gand wholly giv2 up your letves te improve that parc witch 
b.lo-gs unto, and well ſuis with that ſword which you arc now be- 
trill d with, it will much conduce to his glory, your own praitz, and 
re peace and fer.lemen of thete three Nations, over which the Lerd 
hh fetyoy: 

Andwwborens Right Honorable, it i5in your hearts, to propagate tl: 
3 (rol of |olus Crnitt ; the thing is cxcclent that is in your heats, ar. 1 
,ope tNewayto cect It is before you . Wiich1s, ſth the Lord of hoatis 
Lach taid, tar works of chis nature ar? carried on, ws: Gy marght, wor by 
wc, {rt by his Spirit y therefore to give way to iis Spirit for the e:- 
*ocling thereof : and to this end I humbly propole, tha your way to fur- 
tier 21S glorious gct1g1, asto the might and power this Lord of Hoalts 
nz; Horrufied you with 1s 

1, N-»: {5 much asto touch his Anointed , andto do iis Prophets 
26 h271!, their ointment b*ing the Spirit of propaccy, and this Spirit of 
>ro7ecy the teſtimony and witnels of the Golpel of Jcliis, And 

2. As obedient and dutifull ſervants to that Lord of Lords, to fut- 
er the T ares (which being by the adverlary fown after the 1/he.zr , mult 
needs be ment, ercontous, hereticall, and antichriſtan perſons proteſſing 
the Golpel, I lay to let thele rarer) alone in that pars. cf the held, cr 
world, over which the oreat Lord of the harveſt hath placed your Ho- 
nors; (ith it is his pleaſure they ſhall there remain to the tinic of che har- 
yet, being the endof the world , and that out of his render rctpect to the 
IVheat , lelt in plucking up the rares (chough evidently diſcerned by 
his ſeryants ) the 7/he.zr ſhould be rooted vp allo. And 

dep To 
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3. Totic lamecrd not to give your word, or power to the !cs. 
nor yet to liffer your power , neither in thelc three nations , Dor ver ;; 
any forreign part of the world to be lo miſuled by any to whom'tis ecm. 
mitted, as by vzreuethacct out of an igr.orant zea!, and blird devor-- 
0:1, pre:ending to pluck up che tares (which yet is contrary to tie £xprc!, 
mind of rhe Lord) to root up the wheat 'allo. 

4. To countenance and incou.age (as th:owgh Geez iwiearcifull har 
G1 your hearts in ſome meaſure you do ) ſuch as are faichful, and up. 
right inthe land , by this means ſhall a wide andcffectual door be opc.:- 
ed, and fo ſha!l the word of the Lotd , which is the Goſpel of Ct:rilt « 
forth, run, and be olorityed through all choſe parts of the world chat ac - 
knowledoe your power, and that which is of God ſhall (far, e:crca: 
and be propagatcd , and that which is no: o: God ſhall fall, q:cay, ar 
come to nothing, Thus ſhall you alſo accompliſh the words of :i ie Pro- 
vhets of oldzin becoming zur ſing fathers anto the ſervants, and cl 1114, 
of God , who under you ſhall lead a peaccable, and quiet life in ai] v04.- 
lineſs, and honeſty, and ſhall be greatly obli-ged to improve t!:cir 1nter- 
e[tin the father of mercies by their pretenting to him conftant and carnell 
petitions, ſupplications , interceſſions , and giving of thanks on your bc- 
half; And for the furtherance of thote worthy choughts of your near.s, 
they ſhall not ceaſe to preach, and declare to great,and ſmali whac they 
have ſeen, and felt, ms heard touching the Goipel of Chriſt, ard to pray 
the lord ofthe harveſt to ſend forth faithful and painful labourers into his 
haryeſt; which is alſo the conſtant, hearty, and carneſt requett ot 


Your humble and faithtui 
Subject. 


J on N Cir ik 


A "0 | _ 
To the Honored Magiſtracy,tbePresbytery, 
ond their d-pe , adcncy inthe Mathatulets C olowy is New-Ergland, The 
Author wijheth regent ace tothe ackrowl-dgement « fihenuth as 


it is ts Jeſus (hriſt, 


Mx @FDOnored Friends , for fo without ſcruple or diſfimulation can I 
9 callyou 5 icrr.e of you | honor for your parts , others for your 
places ſak- , and both for many good things | ſee in you, and 
A for evils reformed by ycu : | cal! you friends, for my love ro you 
9 (:n mth) is unfained, nevh:r are there (1 bleſs the Loatd not- 
© withitanding the dilcurteous uſage which | and my friends re- 
# IP ceived ircm you ) any evill thoughts in my heart rowards you, 
becaule | judge you wele put upon what you did by a Zeal ( 1 would not think, 
12:9 private or Caarall inrereſt3 bur ) towards God , thirking thereby ra do him 
leivice 3 alihoveh 1 confidently believe, and therefore boldly do affirm that his 
nl abtorsitys Ard that | may deal plainly wiih you as a friend, I will rell you 
what in wy h--ait I thiak and judge , that ſuch a zeal of God is not according to 
ve knowledge, or knowledge of the truch as it is in Jeſus Chriſt , which would 
{con take you ff, and free you from that ſoul murdering , and blood thirſty 
ize. 1 hope you will nor be offended co ſee this Narrative brought forth into the 
publick view, ic being upon che-point forſt from me by your friends 8& agent here, 
izcing alſo the matrer , which is contained therein is of no leſs than of pub- 
IIck concernment , was not done in a corner » is the fruit of your zeal, and that 
#htcrin | ſuppoſe v3 gloiy and count your ſelres herein a worthy pattern for all 
thar ſear the Lord), ro follow y ov, and withall their might ro be conformed to; 
waich if a twuth, | then ſave yoa a labour, and further your detign, yea I publiſh 
ou praiſe, and glory , but my own diſgrace and ſhame z but if a miſtake, and 
teitchood, I ſhall then hereby give occaſion unto y our faichful friends ( whofe 
words may be of more prevailing power, and force than mine, th:ough prejudice 
tor preſent, are like to be_) to tell you friendly, ard yet plainly , that you do bur 
glory in your ſhame, fo that the rime may come, if ſo be the will of God y thar 
yu may ſmice upon your thigh, and ſay within your ſelves, what fruit had we 
:hea of thoſe things  whereot we ace now aſhamed; neither let it be cttenſive to 
your ſpirits to ſee my teſtimony*for which thing ſake among you we were ſhame- 
tul:y entreated , being alſo ſtrangers ro you and belonging ro another juriſdidti- 
on where and by whoſe means divers of you, and yours, and ſuch as have been of 
chief: {t note , and moſt highly eſteemed by you, have enjoyed curtefies with far 
greater liherties in point of conſcience no man gainſaying? let it not offend | ſay 
ro lee this refiimony when none of you (upon the otr repeated motion ) would 
come forth co oppcſe ir,then to be made yet more publick,8 by the word ofGod, 
and teſtimony of Chriſt J<ſas the Lord to be brought forth into the open view of 
2:1, confirmed and juſtiſyed . neither take it il] that fich 1 cauld not with freedom, 
and apon <qual terms ſpeak with you , and diſcuſs theſe points for which we have 
been ſentenced , that then | have made bold to write uato you ſome few lines , 
thar therelvy I might remind you (leaſt you let it Nip ) that we were brought be* 
fore you 3s by a hand from beneath, ſo nat wichour a ſpeciall , and good hand 
j;om above , and that to be a teſtimony againſt you in theſe two weighty parti- 
culars 3 Aiſt ro bear teſtimony a gainft your ſtanding with reſpe& ro the worſhip 
vt God appointed by Chriſt , which in plain terms (for it iv» not now a time 9 
| B diſſemble 


diſſemble ſeeing the Lord is at hand )) is falſe , and evil, not the order of 1h 
Goſpel of Chiilt as you pretend , and therefore diſorder , conſufion , ang th,;, 
which in Scipture language is called Babelz And ſecondly to bear teftin 1, 
or wiinefs againſt that way by which yer maintain it , which being chiefly 1; 
appears by carnal wi. on3 ,, which cannot reach to the heart or tyiit of an 
which is the prir.cipal part, and upon tne point the whol-: in it wirtt ip ci 
Wichout which the; e 1s no acceprance with him » this 1 lay mil} needs allot; 11, 
but yet far worſe Tt being No way apnomted » Or approves of Ohrpilt , oor ee 
groundedly expeacd or practiſed by Chriſtians who tir ft rruſied in Chiilt , 1g 
therefore upon due examination will prove moſt unchrittian, yea Antichi 4ti.a ; 
1 ſhall uſe }:uc theſe two aiguirents in this place ro convince you, The 111t 3/444. 
cf ftandeth thus. 

Tiiat order , and way to maintain it which neither hath precept from Ch: :#;, 
and his Apoſtles in his laſt will and teſtament z nor yet preiddeut, or exanipic y- 
mong thyte that firſt truſted in Chtitt , thac vides cannot be the order of ;*+ 
Goſpel of Chriſt, nor that way his way to maintain it. 

But the order which you call the order of the Goſpel of Chriſt, ard the way 
which you ſay is kis way to maintain it, hath acicker precepr, nor preteen in is 
laſt will ard teſtament. 

The tuſt propofition { ſuppoſe none of you can deny,unleſs you can fin a ater 
than that which is called his laſt will and teſtament,and as for the ſecond the ity /h 
the reof,will as eafilyappear if you bring your order,and way ro maintain it to the 
Precept of Chrift , and praiſe oft thoſe that fiiſt rrulted in him ; and hi tor 
your order, what precept from Chriſt , or practiſe among thoſe that fiilt rivet! 
in him have you for baptizing of infants (who are declared to be bur fl-\h and by 
nature the Children of wrath one as well as another : ) for rantiling and (prink- 
ling them , and not baptizing or dipping them 3 for accepting ſuch as were 
ſprinkled with ſuperſtitious hallowed water , and by the hand of as fuperi)1: ic; 
conſecrated a miniſtery of Antichriſt,and for receiving cf ſuch as are [; rivkled by 
your ſelves to the ordinance of baptiſm as you call ir, but yer to deny them 
communion in the Apoſtles doMiines and in breaking of bread: And it vou 
cannot find either precept from Chr ift or his Apoſtles , or example among thole 
that firſt truſted 1m Chritt for none of theſe , then will you be a: loi: for rhe ret, 
and neither , find precept or preſident for your joining together , or ſor Four 
imication of thoſe that fiiſt ruſted in him in their miniſtery of coatinuance toge. 
gether in the Apoſtles.doRrine and ſe:low ſhip and breaking of biead , and pray- 
er- And touching your way to maintain ir, where have you a precept and preſi- 
dent in the laft will and teftimenr of Chriſt ſor ſuch a gathering icgether with 
reſpe& to the order of the Goſpel] of Chriſt in the nume , and by the leave of the 
Magiſtrate , ſo as to make ir a thing unlawlvl for the ſervants of Chriit to do it, 
withcur him, by the civil ſword to corre errour, herefies, and all falſe worſhips, 
to conſtrain ail Church-members , and fuch alſo as arc withour (and ſo cannor but 
by you he louked upon to be without ſaith , without which it is impoſſible ro 
pleaſe God ) outward!iy and hypocritically ro conform to your worſhip , or tore” 
ficain them in like manner ou:wardlyand hyporritically from enjcy ing their own, 
when according to that rule (to which is annexed the promiſe of peace to ſuch 
as walk thereby ) the greateſt Apoſtacies and Blaſphemies (thac unpardonable fin 
ir ſelf not excepted ) were but puniſhed with a delivery of the perſon that 
was guilry thereof unto Satan the God of-this world , that he might learn nor to 
blaſpheme rhe-God of heaven , and ſo to leave him to the coming of the Lord 
who ſhall come in flaming fire to render vengeance upon ſuch 3 and ſo _— 
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red by the word anathema Marenathz. And” I pray conſider whether this be no: 
to place the Magiltrace too high , or too Jow 3 £00 high in caſe yon make him the 
thick, and uj-on the point the only Judge in (piricual things Ciuch as appertain to 
the ms. fiery of godlinels that is fo grear , ard ſuch as belong to the myſtery of the 
kingdume cf Chiilt , that is ſo wenderſul J) fo a>to judge y and dotermine what is 
[o:1, and what i: eiror and herefie , what is the right way oi the worſhip cf God 
«hy being a {pitic hath declered that he will be worſhipped in ſpizic, and in cruth, 
and what 1 noc 3 who we the worſhippers ne leck> for , and who are ſuch as his 
lou! abNM07s 2 and apain too low in Caſe you make him but the executioner only of 
n:her mens judgements 3 witch indecd is the ordinary praftiſe. And ſo 1 have done 
wi h the fiitt at g:ment 3 the ſecond ttands thus, 

2. Arg Tharoid:r+ and way to maintain it which is not only different from , 
but contro: y unto the x iecept of Chriſt in his laſt will and teſtament , and the prac. 
te of Ch::tt fans that fiſt ruſted in him,that order cannot be the order of che Goſpel 
ot Chcitt , nor that way his way to maintain it+ - Bur the erder which you call che 
01627 of the Goſpel of Chriſt , and the way which you ſay is his way co maintain it, 1s 
nor only different from bur contrary unto the precepgt of Chriſt , and the practiſe of 
Ci), i;tans that ti ſt trutt2d in hims : 

Ihe firit propolt ioa is undeniable, and the ſecond will eaſly appear to be true 
if your order, and ihat way by which you fcek ro maintain it be broughr to and com- 
pared with the precept of Chriſt,and his A poſtles,and the example of thoſe churches 
that hilt cfuſted in him 3 aad firft compare bur your order with either precepr, of 
prefideat 3 and it will evidently appear nor only co be differing from, bur contrary 
unto the oder of the Goſpc:1 of Chriſt : for according to the p:ecept of Chriſt every 
creature to whom the Geſpel was to be preached was by the preaching thereof ro be 
made a diſciple before he was to be bapriſed , and then being ſo made , ard bap- 
t12cd he was to be taught to obſerve all things wiich Chriſt ad c« mimanded, which 
was in reference to a ſober. righteous, and godly converfaticn in che order of his 
houſe, according to which precept was the ; rattiſe of thoſe that fift rruſted in him, 
for they, and they only that gladly received the word of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt 
were baptized, Ads 2 and they, and all rhey that were baptized were joined with- 
our the leave of the Magiſtrate » and continved rogeriter ſteadfaſtly-in the Apoſtles 
d(trine3 ard in fellowſhip,and breaking of bread and prayer: but your joining toge- 
tihir not at the command of the Lord , bur by the leave of the Magiſtrate , ana your 
conrimuing together in tmira:icn of the firlt Churches , and appointing a miniſtery 
be15>re your ſelve3 be baprized,and fo vifibly planted into the death of Chiiſt as they 
were 3 and your adminiltring baptiſm (as you call it) ro fuch as are not the true fub- 
ject- chereof before they are tavghr , or made diſciples 3 and after a falſe manner, 
v'Z by ſprinkling, which no way tefembles the death, burial, or reſurretion of 
Jelu> Chriſt , being that which his baptiſme is appointed ro do 4 and your admitring 
ſome unto bapritm/ as you own it) which you reſiiſe ro admit unto breaking of bread, 
and your receiving ſuch ro breaking of bread, which yer were never baptized with 
the ba; tiſm appointed by Jeſus Chriſt the Lord 3 and your ſhutting cur rhe exerciſe 
of :he gift of prophecy ing , which in the Church of Chrift doth admirably tend to e* 
dification 3 and your introducing a mixt confuſed way of finging which fills the ear 
rather with 2 lovud ſound of words , than the heart with any thing that is truly edi 
fying, all which is nor only differing from , but contrary unto both precepr , and 
p:<!1dent, and fo cannor be the order of the Goſpel of Chriſt , and therefore is no 
b-tre rhan diſorder , confuſion , and a part of that which in Scripture language is 
Cilled Babell. And compare that way by which you maintain ir, either with the 
p:ecept of Chriſt or with the preſident of primicive Chriſtians and it will az evidently 
B 2 | appear 


Fppear not only to be different rom , but centrary unto them botk ; for fiſt the 
precept of Chiift was ro learn of him who was meck and lowly , aud to expe row: 
qQ'e, and perſecution from others, and noc to periecute , neither to turce the Jews 
thac would not follow him , nor yerco fue rhe-Sainarirans that would not receice 
him , yea he exprefſely command his Servants to let the raresalone with the wheat, 
and ſofters no ſmall inconvenience the: ehy to avoida greater , aud fuithrr declaics 
that the ſervant of the lord mutt nor ſtrive, bur be gencle un'o all m-n , apr :4 
reach {not co ſtrike) patienc, in meckneſs inttrutting choſe raac oj poſe them'icives , 
if God peradventure will give thety repentance to the acknosledpement o; ihe try 
that they mey recover themſclves out of the ſaare of the devil who are taken c24r vs 
by hin at his.will; according to which precepis of Chi iſt we h 1d the pranncwvs 
Chriſtians were meek , and gentle , and yer able by ſound dotiine buih to e:./ $15, 
& convince the pgainſayers. wio Called not for carnall weapons ro mannage their wy. 
fare, bu: declated their weapon: were mizhty through God, and either ky the word 
and a good converſation wonne men to the acknowledge ment ofthe uuth as it is in 
Teſs, or elſe lefr them without excuſe rogeih<r with the world, vw'o the juegent wn; 
of the great day of the Lord 3 bur now all men may lee that your way is nor ouly 41, 
ferent from , bur contrary unto this piecept of Chiilt aad pieſigent of Chriiltian;, 
and therefore cannot be eltcemed any better than uuchrciſtian , yer Antich, 1, 
ſiian+ | 

Lec not your adverſary and mine (Dear Countreym n ) fill your hearcs with indig- 
nation, and thoughts of revenge againlt.him, who in a faithful ditchaurge of his con- 
ſcience both towards God , and yon , have made bold ro dcal plainly wi:.h you, 
leaſt my God to wham vengeance belongs, repay it upon you , and {mice you with 
blindaefs of mind , and hardneſs of heart that cannor repent , but rarchet ſer bulore 
your eyes that menioradle pratice , and wor.hy pattern of thoſe noble Ecicans, and 
(laying profics , honor and prejudice afide if ic be potlible ) peruſe my rettimony, 
and ſearch ihe ſcrip-ures diligently ro fee whe:her the things cuntrained cheiwin be 10 
or noz if you tiad them fo, viz. confirmed , and juſiifyed by the word of God, an 
by the teſtimony of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord , chen conſider , not | bur the Loid (roin 
heaven calls upon you to break oft your ſins by repeniance , and ler me hereby give 
y ou warning to take heed thar you diſpiſe not him thac ſpeaketh from heaven. As 
touching the wrong and injury done tous s you having thereby much more wrong- 
£d your own ſoul: in tianſg reffing the very law., ard light of Nations, doing as you 
would not be done unto, it is in my heart co pirty you rather , and {o petition my 
Loid in heaven aot to lay this ſin ro your charge , than ro complain againit you, 
or to petition ycur lords and oars here 0" earth for juſtice herein 3 no, no, we have 
betiec learned Chriſt than fo, having alſo given vp our hearts ro be led by his ſpirit; 
and-to walk in his ſteps, who when he was reviled , reviled not agyin , when hc 
fouftered, he threarned not, but committed his caſe to him that judgerh righteouſly, 
and who knowes but that rhe ſpirit of judgement , and the ſpirit of barwng, 
hath been, or may be ere long in your hearts , whereby you may be made al- 
fſetedly ſenfible , that the cauſe is the ſame , or very little diftering from this. 

A poor innoeent traveller paſſeth along the Countrey upon his occations: a man 
having ſtreng:h in his arm findeth him , frames himſelf offended wich him for no 
cauſe he hath given him,and becauſe he cannor draw him unto his party either to rob» 
or to kill, or ro ſay amen to his praiſes, he therefore binds him, and caſts him in- 
ro a pit, and declares himſeif reſolute there ro keephim , till he hath his blood, umm- 
leſs he will deliver him his purſe 3 the man eicher hath aorta purſe about him, or a 
heart ro deliver it 5 and being unwilling either ropare with his blood , or that the 0- 


ther ſhould be ſo deeply guilcy ia raking it from him, he meckly, and _ 
thrice 
| 


thrice moveth the ſtrong man for a diſcourſe, and humbly entreats him” that 
|:e wOuid not ſeek by rhe Itrenth of his arme,but bythe force of ſome arguments 
to Convince his undet anding,and conſcience,and lo to draw him ( asa nan ) to 
his party , bur the itrong man delaies him,and fo pur: him oft, whereupon a gvod 
render hearted Samaritan paſſing by ,and perceiving how the caſe 1!00d,and that 
the (trong man would have his purſe, or his blood without any diſpute, being mo- 
ved with compallion ro redeem this innocent blood from the handof the ſtrong 
man he delivers him his own purſe,and fo the man js releaſed. Take it ncr ill thatl 
have uſed fo much plaineſs of ſpeech,for my ſtudie is now to ſpeak plainly, and 
neither tlatreringly nor invettively:and to uſe plain dealing with all men,al:hough 
| varitiz the Proverb,and die a begger3for as | told ſome ot your ſelves (and that in 
pub.ict)I ablior diflimuiation,neither can | account him a wiſe man who doth not 
hare dil'embling,or that doth love to diſſemble; and therefore ſaith Solomenrebuke 
4 viſe nin and he will love thee,8&c.and David the King ſaith on this wilc,let the 
1igh'eous ſmite me and it ſhall be a precious balmzl know inſtruion is grievous 
to him thac is out of the way,bat whar ſaich che wiſe man,he that baceth inſtructi- 
on ſhall die.Contjder I pray what hath been ſpoken,a rd turn not away your eYe> 
nor your ear,nvr your heart from inſtruftion,leaſt chat which was ſaid by the pro- 
j het of old Iſa, 9.14,15-16. be in you verified, which to prevent is the humble 
ind carnelt requeſt nnto the fathers of mercies of 


Your loving friend and 
Copntre yarn 


JouN CLAKK 
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To the true Chriſtian R eader. 


' How maiſt bercin((hristian Rexder ) ſee, aid peruſe 

thy deſtiny in thes preſent .evill world (which ſecms 1n 

a great meaſure to be ſybjetted unto devils) 1throuh 

which thou art to p.1ſs uuta that purchaſed poſſeſſioi, 

and promiſed inheritance of the Saints inligh!, whuth 

z5 in that better world, which is not ſubiefted nity Ave 

gels, but untothe Sonne of God himſelf ; tho:1 maiſt herein .'lſ 4+ 
ſerve, andtake notice of the hand by whom from thy heave..ly juhy 
thou art to receive that bitter cup , which he drank off whea Þe ws 
here below ; for thy ſake chiefly was this treatiſe bronght torth 15:19 1/ © 
ublickh viiw; I hope not to diſcourage thee, but ro5tren thou thi; 

| heart , that thou mighte$t not fear any of thoſe thingsgwhich thor (1 :/, 
ſuffer , either from men or devils for thy teſÞ1moz;y ,that Jiſrts 13 1he 
(hriSt (it being that which will ſhortly appear the oily previuliy,g, rd 
vittorions truth in all the world) : for herein ſhalt than, alſ) ſe? tha: 
worthy ſaying lively accompliſhed ; If ye ſuifer for the 3:2me o, ( hrije 
bleſſed are ye, for the ſpirit of the Lord, and of glory reiteth ron 
your; thou haſt a worthy name called on thee. Cy hearts jirc, tad 
prayer to God on thy behalf, therefore x that thou neat & ov j:tch 
a plentifull paring forth of that holy ſpirit into thine Fexrtyth.1t 11creby 
A maiſt be inabled to walk worthy ofit , and 5.1919 ja trig t 
beam of the Fathers glory in thy ſoul, it may ſo jkin: ſyrth bro 119 
ſons of men, that they ſeemg thy good works may have cinfe 1ln1ine 
redro glorify our father , which 1s in heaven, It is wt words now 
Chriſtian, (alhongh t hy were ſpoken with tongues of men 4 Ar gels) 
when that worthy name is every where wel ſpoken of » bir trath AFL 
works by lvoe , aud love by works that will diſtinguiſh + ho2dy irjm 

a heartyChriſtian.Say not in thine hexrt thu Chrifts Comands re lows 
aud his appointments carnall , legal iniunftions, an4 at the bejt , bit 
xear for babes; leaf hereby thine heart be declared to be v1inty prft 


-p in thy carn.:ll or fleſhly mind, andto have too low , aud carnai 
C037. 


Tothe Reader, 


conceits of C hrift himſelf, who s the inioyner , appointer , and com 
m.nder thereof , andjhall ere long appear as Judge, yea leaſt hereby 
thou be declired ignorant y or at the best forgetful this one thir'g A 
tht it is the great deſign of God in Chriſt as to glorifie himſelf to 14- 
mir ition in poor ſinful ſleſh, ſo whilſt he doth it ty þ14e pride fron 
1. 44nd therefore as he hath choſen not mary wiſt 3:91:07 noble of 
his worl-l, but the foo'iſhy weak, biſ2, deſp:jed nochings thereat » 
{2 h. th ke ſuited his commands, and apporatments therennto , 144 1;,- 
1c s through theſe fooliſh things ſo t1 £52 his wiſdome ro thine forth 
as the-eby to confound the wiſe, throu:h ti-eſe weth thinr; ſo to carnſe 
{-i: power to appe:ir , as thereby to co:.found the things that are 
mughty ; and through theſe baſe diſpiſ:4 things that are not, to 
(117 10 norrght theſe nob'e , glorionsy ad excellent things of the world 
that we; T hou mayst hercin ſee ((gemle Reader) that [ hive rather 
choſen to bexr witneſs to the faith , and order of our Lo7d, 1nd 19 jhiw 
1:89 the world , but eſpecially nato thee ,what is the mind of (hit in 
this time of his al-ſ-nce as to faith, and obedicnre, to ſhow [ [ay rather 
what is truth , which us but one, thin io be wr witneſs a9 1twit the ly, 
wh ch is ſo virions , kaowins th.it the truth once eſtabliſh: jhull diſe 
cover the fillhnad , and light breaking forth ſhill ſcatter the dwrkn2(s. 
And whilſt I ladthee forth roſeeg im whom thy ſoul lyyeth , and 
lea ch ofier, who z alſo thy ioy, anathy Crown, while I lerd thee 
[ {ty by the footSteps of thoſe flocks that firs truſted 1a Christ, and 
were jed by ſuch pa$tors ac rording to his own heart , as he vave them, 
God forbid that thox ſhould5t be as onethat wilt tu-n aſide by the flocks 
of bis compamons , and ſhouldſt be fond remaining cither on the left 
ide in a viſible way of worſhip in deed, but ſuch as was neither 2pparn- 
redbyCh iſt ,n'r yet prattiſed by them who firſt truſted in him , or 
03 the right 11 no viſible way of worſhip, or or acer 2: all ; either pretend- 
ing that the outward conrt is giventothe Gentiles, aud the hily City 
zs by thens to be troden under foot , tht th: Chur:h of Chriſt is aww 
the wil lerneſs and the time of its recovery is mit yet , or elſe pretead- 
ng tht God ts a ſpirit, and ſo will in ſpirit be worinippedgand not tu this 
pl 1ce or that , tuthis way or that, Well if thax beeſt in theſe w.ties mi(= 
led I can n9 lynger forbexr in tenderneſs of ſpirit, and compaſſionate 
bowels of love to ſtrerch forth a helping hand thereby to try whether :t 
be ibe good pleaſure of God 2t this time to drop down aword of light, 
and life , ana power to thine heart , that thou mayeſt be thereby Ha 
wakzed, and quickned to be ſtill ſaying within thy ſoul; Lord wht wilt 
thou have me to do? ſoſhalt thou hear ſuch a [aying as this , Come 
Our 


O tne I\cader, 

out from amongthem (Oh my people) and be ye ſeparate from them, 
and touch no ucſanRityed thing , and I will receive you, ard be a fa- 
ther unto you, and yc ſhall be my ſons , and daugintcts , {i41 jr. /-e Lov d 
God Almniglt -1,tnd a ſo ſuch a ſuying as thizÞictled are they that do his 
commaads for rhey bave right to the cree of life,and ſhall enter ir, throug!: 
tholc gates of pearl into that olorious City ; Rev,22.14. and know t| Ar 
theſe are che commandments of Feſies ſci, As ye have received Chili /c- 
ſres the Lord , to walk ye in him; and behold I corre quickly, !.old thar 
talt which thou halt, yea hold faſtcill Icome'; And ſuch ww ty b- 
znder the later diſceprions let me treat the: ro founder theſe words in 
thize heart ſei. Tha: prophecies although marv:lons pluz, ad c1/ 
19 be nnder5tood, cannot warrant a pure conſcience to zeglect much ic; 
69 C1ft of the commandment s and oppointieats ef Jeſrs, neither tt 
the $þirit of Chri$t dirett or incour.1g7 the hear: of 4Chrijtian ro 157 
off hrs lord hip ; no, nogthe 5pirit of C briſt is hereby d:itiugnr ne (141, 
that of Antichriſt , inth.t he ſhall unfincdly confeſs thu J fris 75 le 
Chriit, ard that this Chriſt Jeſus is comera thefleyy, end hi le 
75 Come accorains topromite into the heart of a(Chriſtiin, Fe a!) 11 
Speak of kimſelf, but as a meſſenger his office rs togl ryfie Chriſt b; 1.- 

king of him, and h:s ,2ndſhewing it unto , yea writti.@ it in the he's: 

of a C hriſtia:, (» that I dre boldly ſay, 'h-re rs none for the exal: us 

of Chri$t Feſus the lord according to hes Lit will and test.1meant, 1n4 oy 

the nouriſhing a lively hope inthe heart of aC | riſtian comterning his 01:- 

rious return, T ſry thre u none to that holy ſp:r:t of promiſe,who {ciag 
al,o the Spirit of truth, ſhall guide the ſou!s of the Sainrs to woriipile 

father, as tu Fþirit, ſo likewiſe in truth; andiherfore that $þi7 ir that 

Speats of hins{. If, and is ſo far from taking of C hriſts to exalt, a; glc- 

ryſie 11492 according 35 he hath foretold andhis fr her intended, thu le 

takes from Chrift, laies him low, and diminiſheth his glory , that {jr 

cannot be the Spirit of Chr:ſt,or that holy Fþirit of promiſe ; aud fr.1ſ- 
much ts the ſpirit ſpeaketh expreſly that intheſ? Intcy dares there (v1.11! 
be ſeducing ſpirits that ſhall deceive if it were poſſible che very elect of 
God, whoſe incounter will not be ſo murh with flein and blood,but w:t] q 
wicked (jirits tin Ligh places,let me therfore exhort thre inthe words "| 
thar beloved diſciple of Chriſt; beieive not every tpirit, but try the ſpirits; 
and that by rhis rule, whether they be of God or no, brin; them to thc 
wholſome words of the holy ApoFtles, Prophet s, and ſen of God ;ge crre 
(ſaith Chriſt) not knowing the ſcriptures, and the power of God ; /et -t 
be thy care (C hriftian)th:rfors 10 ſexrch the Scriptur: cond therein to 


w.1it for the power and glory of the Ffirit of God. Ard look to thy ſpirit 


for 


for 6 immediately before Chrifts appearint in fleſh, Satan i» a large 
mcaſure poſſeſſed the bodies cf men, that by hu caſting them on:, h:s 
paw-r in fleſh might appear ; So before his coming again in glory I have 
rrownd $10 expect that the minds + ſpirits of menjh.all be ſiroxgly pef- 
ſciſed; and that as t his fundament all concluſion, Thou art feſrts the ſon 
of the living God, [h 14 b2 improved to the utmoſt by the holy Spirit  f 
Chriſt in the hearts an4l. 25 of the ſoas and daughters of God, ſo ih:1 
the ſame concluſucn be improved .o the utmo3t by way of a bewitching 
deception in the hearts an4lives of the ſons of men b; the ſpirit of An- 
rbrift, which myſtery being brorght to the height, then ſhall Chriſt 
Jeſr1s conſume hinz with the ſpirit of his mouth , and ſhall deftroy him 
with the brightn:[s of his coming. Therfore(Chriſtia:)/t and thou up- 
0: thy watchy and know, that if Chriſt be formed in theey hou canst not 
bu: be transformed by him, and the beſt form that thou cauſt be found 
in when thy Lyrd ſhall appear, will be inthat form, and ſo dorrgy as he 
hh appointed, wa liizg wiſely and in peace toward all men, C onfider 
wh.t hath been Spoken to thee, and th: God of truth aud peace give 
thee to anderitand and do hu will ;, which is the conftant and ermeſt 
{upplication and pr-iyer of 

thine in Chriſt Jeſus 


JouN CLARK 


| $h{ ${{ÞÞPHÞIFEPEPGPEOFEGEEOEEEIS I IGOEEES 


A brief diſcourſe touching Nw England, as to the matter in hand, and 
tothat part of it, ſci, Rode Tland, where my reſidence #5, together 
with the occaſion of my g ing ot with others from the Ma thatuſets 
Bay, andthe many providentiall occurrences that direfted 14 there- 
to, and pitched us thereon. 

| As alſo the Contents of the whole Treatiſe, 

N Ew England is aname ( as is generally known ) that was, and 

£ Vſtillis, call'd upon that place in reference to. Old; yet not ſo much 

becauſe it is peopled, ahd planted from thence, for ſo are many other 

Plantations of the Engliſh in thofe Weftern parts; but becauſe it reſem- 

bles the ſame, as the daughter the mother, Ir reſembles it in the climate, 

inthe times and ſeaſons 6f the year, in the fruits which the land natural- 
ly preduceth, in the fc.uls, and the fiſh that are there in abundance. It 
b reſembles 


reſembles 1t tm their poſiticall affairs; fortheir governments, laws, Courts, 
Officers, are in a great meature the ſame, and ſoare the names of their 
rowns,&Couaries; and in point of good husbandrygthat w " is railcd a: d 
produccd in New Ez g/d, more lubſtantiall, and whether it be tor food 
or raiment it is the ſame with thact which is here produced in Old. Tr is a 
place (in the largeft accepration)chat contains in it all the Plantations of 
the Ergliſh upon that coaſt of eAmerica that lie ber-vcen & e (1D: 
Plnration on the Weſt, and the Frexch on the Eft , and extends i: 
(cit vpon the Sea coaſt aboye one hundred leagues. Init is contaircd 
the tcur C-\lonies, which call themlelves te united Colonics. T. c 
Colony called by the name of the Prov:xre of Providence Pl wiate;;-, 
lying on the Scuth & Souch-Eaſt thereof, ar.d two or th:cee m re |; ing 61 
the Eaſter North-Eaftyin Ag.rmeaticrs, $.co, Caſro-B:y, & Pem.t "ne: & 
where is that treaſure of 17.:/?s for Ships, The namcs of the unitcd Co- 
lonies are* theſe , in point of precedeacy firſt 17{uhbiyne's , &c. 
bur in point of ant-quity firſt P y-2927:h, then the A7. eh1rſcr; then 
Coneite:a;, andlaſt Orimpin':, The chief Towns of thele Colonics, 
and ſeats of their Gevernment are thele, Boſtoz of the 1rth.zrrſi::, 
Plymouth of Plymouth, Here ford of Concttccoty and of Orninpinc 
New- HT ivn, | 
Now as thename New E-g/::4 in the largeſt and trueſt acceprar:c! 
extends to all the Plantations of the Engliſh berween the Frexch and the 
Drtch, to ina ſcanty and improper acceptance of the word ( elpeciai- 
ly when it makes for advantage ) it is taken for theſe four united Colo- 
nies, by reaſon of the precedency they have of others , and for the lamc 
cauſe, and upon the point as well, it may be taken-for the 17.:thatuſers 
and the Town of Byſ#o therein, When I ſpeak of New Exglizd, un- 
derſtand it of that part wiich hath got the precedency ( by reaſon of 
ſhipping ) andfaart of the reſt, ſci. rhe Marh.rryſers , as bath in my E- 
piltle and Narrative is plain to be ſeen, which I have heje aifo Jnſerted 
For fear of miſtake. : | 

In the Colony of Providence Plantations in point of antiquity the 
Town of Providexre is chief, but in point. of precedency Rode-11.1nd 
excels. This Tland licth in the Niurr.1g mmſet Bay, being 14 or 15 
miles long, andin breadch berwcen 4. and 5 milesat the broadeſt; Ir be- 
2an to be planted by the E:g/ijh in the beginningof the year 39. and by 
this hand of providence. In the ycar 37 Lleft.my.native:lagd,.and in the 
ninth moneth of the ſame, I (through mercy.) arived. at. BoafF ox, ] was 
no ſooner 01 ſhore, butthere appcared to me differences among them 


touching the Covenants, andin point of evidencing a mans o00d eſtate 
| : {OImic 


{me preſt hard tur the Covenant of works , and for ſanSification to 
be the fiſt ard chiet evidence , others prelt as hard for the-Covenant of 
orace that was eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes, and for the evidence of 
tac Spirit, as that which is a more certain, conſtant, and ſatisfactory 
witncls, I chougat it not lirange to lee men differ about matters of Hea- 
ven, for I expect no leſs upon Earch * But to ſee that they weren?: able 
{oro bear cach with other in :heir ditferen: utderltandiags and conlcien- 
cs, as in thoſe utmalt parts of the World to live pzacerbly roguher, 
whe: cupon I moved the latter, for as much as the land was betcre us 
20d wide enough, wich the profer of :46rþ.142 to [.or, and for peace 
[ike, to turn atide tothe right hand, or to the left: The motion was 
readily accep:ed, and I was requelted w*" tome ochers to feek out a place, 
which accordingly I was ready to do; aad thereupon by reaſon of tac 
tutfocating hear of the Summer betore;, 1 went to the North to be fome=- 
what cooter,bat the Winter following proved ſo cold, that we were for- 
ced in the Spring to make towards the South; 1o having ſought the Lord 
for ducction, we a}l agceed that while our veſſel] was paſſing about a- 
iarge and dangerous t ape, we would crols over by laad , having [52 
11:24 and D-law.rre-B.xy in our cic for the place of our refidence; to to a 
own called Providence we came, which was begun by one M. R990 
1;1{limms ( who for matter of conſcience had not long before been 
exiled from the former juriſdition ) by whom we were courteouſly 
and Tovingly received, and with whom we adviſed about our defign; he 
readily prelented ewo places before us in the fame Nuragazſers By, 
the one upon the main called Sow-w.1m2es, the orher called then Ac- 
1::04neck y now Rode- 11nd; weenquired whether they would fall ia 
aay other Patent, for our reſolution was to 0 out of them all, he told 
us ( to be brief) that the way to know that, was to have recouric unto 
P!ymonth , io our Veffell as yet not being come about , and we thus 
blockt up, the company determined to ſend to P:/ymonth, and pitcht 
upon two others together with my ſelf, requeſting allo M, williams to 
oo to Plymouth to know how the caſe (tood, fo we did; and the Ma- 
oiſtrates thereof very lovingly gave us a meeting; I then'informed them of 
the cauſe of our coming unto them, and deſired them in a word of truth 
and faithfulneſs to inform us whether S9w-wames were within their Pa- 
cnt, for we were now on the wing, and were reſolved through the help 
of Chriſt, to get cleer of all, and be of aur ſelyes, and provided our way 
were Cleer before-us, it wereall one forus to gp further off, as to remain 
| Nnecr 


Defra hand; their anſwer was, that Sow-wame;'was the garden of their 
Patent, and the flour in the oarden; then I told them we could not de- 
fire-it; bur requeſted further in the like word of truth and faithfulnels to 
beintormed, whether they laid claim to the Iands in the Nrragasſ t 
Bay, andthat in particular called Acquedzeck ? they all with a checr- 
fult countenanre made us this anſwer, it was in their rhough:s to have 
adyiſed us thergro, ard if the proyideat hard of God ſhould pitch us 
thereon they fKould look upon us as free, and as loving neighbours and 
friends ſhould be aſſiſtant unto us upon the min, &c. So we humbly 
thanked chem, and recurned with that anſwer : So it pleaſed the Lord, 
by moving the hearts of the natives, eyen the chiefeſt thereof, to pitch us 
thereon, and by other occurrences of providence , which are too large 
here to relate: So that having boyght Sort off ro their full fatisfaction, 
we have poſſefled the place eyer ſince; and notwithſtarding the difftcrent 
underſtandings and conſciences amongſt us, without-interruption we agree = 
to maintain c:yil Jultice and judgement , neither arethere ſuch out- 
rages committed mongft us as in other parts of the Country are frequently 
leen. The Narrative declares 

I. How thoſe three ftranvers were apprebend2cs impriſon:d, ſei 
tenced, and for what. 

2. How the metion was made for 4 publique difþate, oficn repeated 
and promiſed, and yet diſapointed. 

3. How two eſcaped, and the thirdw.# cruelly hardlcd. 

4. How two, for taking him but by the hand after his pun'ſhnent , 
were apprehended , impriſoned , and ſentenced to pay forty ſhillings or 
be whipped, 

In their Teſtimony laid down in four concluſions , is cpened and proved 

In the Firlt, 1, That Jeſus is the Chrift, [ 1,c.| the Anminted 
Prieſt, Prophet , and King of Saints, 2. Th:t Chriſt is al'o th? 
Lord of his Church in point of raling and ordering them with resþ:ti 
to the worſhip of God. 

In the Second, 1. That Baptiſm is ore of the commanaments of 
Chriſt, and to continue till he come. 2. that viſibl: Believers are the 
proper ſubjetts thereof, 3. That they are as well to wait for the pro- 
miſe of the Spirit , as for the preſence of ChriSt. 


Tn the Third, That every believir onght to improve his talent 
both in andont of the Congregation, | 

In the Fourth, That no ſervant of Jeſus hath any authority from him 
to force upon others either the faith or order of the Goſpel of Chriſt, wher- 
inare produced $8 arguments againit perſecution for caſe of C _—_— 


4 Faithfull and True Relation of the Proſecution of Obe- 
diah Holmes, John Crandall, a»d John Clarkc, meer- 
ly for Conſcience towaris God, by the prir.cipall Members of 
the Charch , or C.mmox-nealth of the Mathatuſers 7 
New-England, whzch rules over tht part of the World 
whereby is ſhewn ther diſccurteous Entertainment of Stran- 

ers,CF how that Spirit by which they are led, would order the 
whe World, if eithgr brought under them, or ſhould ccme 
in #nto them : Drawn forth by the aforeſaid John Clarke, 
not ſo much to anſwer the Importunity of Friend's, as to ſlip 
the mouthes, and /[anderous reports of ſuch as are Enemres 
to the Croſs of (brit. Let him that reaveth it conſider, 
which Church is moſt like the Charch of Chriſt ( that Pri..ce 
of Peace, that meek and gentle Limb, that came tto this 
world to ſave Mes lives, not to deſtroy them, ) the Perſecu- 


red, or Perſecuttng. 


> T cagne to paſs that we three, by the good hand of 
our God, came into the Martharuſers Bay upon 
the 16 day ofthe 5th Moneth, 51; and upon the 
19th of the ſame, upon occaſion of buſineſle, we 
came unto a Town in the ſame Bay called Lt, 
where we lodged ar a Blind-mans houſe neer two 
miles out of the Town , by name William Witter, 
who being baptized into Chriſt, waits, as we al!o doe, for the King- 
dom of God, and the full conſolation of the 1/-a-/ of God : Vpon 
the 2oth day, being the firſt day of the week, not having freedom in 
our Spirits for want of acclear Call from God to goe unto the Pub- 


like Aſſemblie to declare there yr was the mind, and —_— - 
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God conccrning them, I judged it was a ag eoble to conſider 
what the countell of God wzs concerning our felves ; and finding by 
ſad experience, that the hour of tempration ſpoken of was coming 
upon allthe World (in a more eminent way) to cry them that are 
upon the Earth, I fell upon the conſideration of that Word of Pro- 
miſe, made to thoſe that keep the Word of his Patience, which pre- 
ſent rhoughrs, while in Conſcience towards God, and good will un- 
ro his Saints, I was imparting to my Companions in the huvſe wi:cre 
I fodped,and to 5,ot 5 Strangers,that-came in unefpeRed after I had 
begun, opening, and proving what is meant by the hour of-! emp. 
ration, what by che Word of lus patience, and their keepingit, and 
how he thathath the Key of Dav:« ( being the Ptomiſer ) will keep 
thoſe that keep the werd of his Patience from the hour of Temprati- 
oh ; while I ſay I was yet fpeakinp, there comes inte the houſe where 
we were, tvo Conſtables, who with their clamorous tongues made 
an intertuption in my Ditcourſe, and more uncivilly diſturbed us, 
than the Purſivants of the old E »g!5/b Biſhops were wont to doe: 
relling us, that they were come with Authority from the Magiſtrate 
ro apprehend us ; I then deſired to ſee the Authority by which they 
this proceeded , whereupon they pluckt forth their Warrant, and 
one of them with a trembling band (a$ conſcious he might have been 
better imployed ) read it to us; The ſubſtarice whereof was as 
followeth. 


Y virtze hereof, you are required to go to the bonſe of William 
Witter, 4nd ſo to [earch from houſe to houſe, fer certain erronious 
perſons, being Strangers, and them to apprehend, andin ſafe cuſtody to 
keep, ard to morrow merning by eight of the Clock to brirg before me, 
® Robert Bridges. 


When he had read the Watrant, Itold them, Friends, there 
ſhall not be (I truſt) the leaſt appearaiice of a reſiſting of that Au- 
thority by which you come unto us; yetl1 tell you, that by virtue 
hereof you are not ſo ſtriQly tyed, but if you pleafe, fou may ſuffer 
us to make an end of what we have begin, ſv may you be Wit- 
neſſeseither to, or againſt the Faich, and Order which we Huld ; to 
which they anſwered they could not; then ſaid we, notwithſtanding 
the Warrant, or any thing therein cofitained, you may neverthe- 
teſſe, if you are ſtreightned in reſpe& of your nhderfandings and 
conſciences in point of hearing , doe but withdraw yott _ be 

ore 
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fore the door, theme yill not de long ; which when they refu- 
ſed, we told them, then here we are, lex cur Laid doe with is what 
he pleaſe : So ( although there were that procered to be bourid 
body and goods for our appearance before Mr. Bridges the next 
morning, according to the Warrant ) they apprehended us, and 
carried us away to the Ale-houſe, or Ordinary; where after Din- 
ner one of them faid unto vs, Gentlemen, if you be free I wiil carry 
you to.the Wereing ; to whom was replyed, Friend, had we been 
free thereunto we had prevented all this ; Nevertheleſſe, we are in 
thy hand, and if thou wilt carry us to the Meeting, thither will we 
goe; to which he aniwered, then will I carry you to the Meeting. 
To this we replyed, becauſe we perceive thou haſt not long been im- 
ployed in this thine Office, and that may follow hereupon which 
thou expeReſt.not, we will inform thee, That if thou forceſt us unto 
your Aſſembly, then ſhall we be conſtrained to declare cur ſelves : 
that we cannot holdCommrnion with them;thcConſtable anſwered, 
that is nothing to me, 1 have not power to command you to ſpeak, 
when you come there , or to be ſilent; ro this I again replycd, 
( Friend ) know a little further ; Since we have heard the word or 
Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, we have been taughc as thoſe that firſt 
truſted in Chriſt, to be obedienc unto him both by word and deed ; 
wherfore if we be torc'd to yourMeeting,we ſhal declare our difſenc 
from you both. by wore, and geſture ; a'ter all chis, when he had con- 
ſuited with the man of the houſe, he told us he would carry us to 
the Meeting, ſo to their, Meeting were we brought, while they were 
at their prayers and yncoyered ; and at_my firſt ſtepping over the 
threſhold 1 unveiled my ſelf, civilly ſaluted them, turned into the 
Seat I was appointed to,put on my hat again, and !o ſat: down, ope- 
ned my Book,and fell to reading: hereupon Mr. Br'dges being troub- 
led , commanded the Conſtable to pluck off our hats, which he did, 
and where he laid mine, there | ler it lye, untill their Prayer,Singing, 
and Preaching was over ; After this I ſtood up, and uttered my felt in 
theſe words following ; ! deſire as a Stranger, i'1 may, to propoſe 
a 'ew things to this Congregation, hoping inthe propoſall thereof 
I ſhall commend my ſelf to your Conſciences to be guided by that 
wiſdom that is from above, which being pure, is alſo peaceable, gen- 
tle,and eaſte ta be intreated, and therewith 1 made a ſtop, expeing, 
if the Prince of Peace had been among them, I 16ould have had a fut- 
table aniwer of Peace from them ; bnt no other voice I heard, but of 
their Paſtor, as he is call'd, and their Magiſtrate ; .Their' Paſtor an- 

EW OW C. 2 Wl (wered 
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ſwered by way of Quzry, Whether I was a Member of a Church 3 

&c. Betore I could pive an aniwer Mr. Bridges ipake , ſaying, If the 

Congregation pleaſe to give you leave, well, if not, I ſhall require 

you filence, for, ſaid he, we will have no Objetions made apainſt 

what is delivered, &c. To which I anſwered, I am nor about ior 
preſent tv make ObjeQions againſt what is delivered, But as by my 
geſlure at my coming into your Aſſembly 1 declared my diffent trom 
you, ſo leſt that ſhould prove offenſiveunto ſome whom + wor:14 
not offend, I would now by word of mouth declare the prounds, 
which aretheſe ; Firſt, from the conſideration we are Stang ers each 
to other, and ſo Strangers to each others inward ſtandins with re- 
ſpe&t to God, and (o cannet conjoyn and a in Faith, and whar. is 
not of Faith, is Sin : And in the ſecond place, I could nur judge that 
you are gathered together, and walk according to the viſible order 
of our Lord; which when I had declared, Mr. Bridges told mel 
done and ſpoke that for which I muſt anſwer , and ſo commanded 
me filence: when their mecting was done , the Officers carryed us 
again to the Ordinary . where being watched over that night, as 

heeves and Robbers, we were the next morning carried before Mr. 

Bridges, who made our Mittin , and ſent us to the Priſon art 

B2,1en, The words of the Mittimmus are theſe.» To the Keeper of 

the Priſon at Boſton. 

BZ virtue hereof you are required to take into: your enſtody 
from the Conſtable of Lin, or his Deputy, the Bodies of lohn Clark, 
Obediah Holmes, and John Crandall, and them to keep, units! 

the next Connty Court to be h:Id at Boſton, that they may then ard 

there anſwer to ſmcb complaints as may be alleged againſt th:m, for be- 
ing t:hen by the Conft ible at a Private Meeting at Lin wpon the Loris 
day, rxerciſing among themſelves, to Whom drvers of the | oWn repai- 
rd, and joyned with them, and that inthe time of Publick, exerciſe of 
the Worſhip of God ; as alſo for offenſively diſturbing the peace of the 

Congregation at ther» coming into the Publique Meeting 11 the time 

of Prayer in the afternoon , and for ſaying and manifeſtrng that the 

Church of Lin was not #onſtituted according to the order of our Lira, + 

for ſuchgt her things as ſha! be alleged aga nſt thew, concerning their 

ſeducing and drawing aſide of others afcer their erroneous judgements 
and prattices, and for ſuſpition of having their hands in the re-bapti« 
zing «f one, or more among us, as alſo for neglefting or refuſing to give 

n ſufficient ſecarity for their appearance at the ſaid Court ; hercof fail 

not at Jour perill, 22. 5.51. Rob. Briazese 2 
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day ſeyennighr after were brought to our tryall ; in the forenoon we 
were examined, in the atternoun , without produging either accu- 
ſer, witneſs, jury , law of (3od, or man, we were Sentenced - 
in our examination the Governour up5raided us with the name or 
Anabapriſts ; To whom [ Anſwered, I diſown the name, I am 
neither an Anabaptiſt , nor a Pedobaptiſt , nor a Catabaptiſt ; he 
told mein haſtT was all; TI told hi:n he could not prove us to be 
either ofthem z he ſaid, yes, you have Re-baptized ; | denyed 
it ſaying , I have Baptized many, but | never Re-baprized any; then 
faid he , you deny the former Baptiſm , and make all our worſhip 
anullity ; Itold him he ſaid it ; moreover I ſaid unto them ( tor 
therefore do I conceive I was brought betore them to be a ceſtimony 
againſt them ) It the Teſtimony which I hold forth be true, and ac- 
cording to the mind of God, which I undoubtedly affirm iis, then 
it concernes you to look to your ſtanding. The like to this affir- 
med the other two ; ſo after much diſcourſe we were committed a- 

ainto priſon, and in the a'ternoon towards night , we were cal- 
led forth again, and immediacely after the Court was ſer, my Sen- 
tence was read,which was as followeth., 


The Sentence of /ohn C ark: of R1ad-Iand.31.5.51. 


Oraſmuch as you Tohn Clarke, being come #uto this Iuriſdiftion a- 

bart the 20th.of Inly did meet at one William Witters houſe at Lin, 
upon the Lords day , and there did take upon you to Preach to ſome other 
of the Inbabitants of the ſame ToWn, and being there taken by the 
Conſtable , and coming afterward ints the Aſſembly at Lin, did in 
diſreſpeFft of the Ordinances of G:d and his Worſhip , keep on your Hat , 
( the Prftor being then in Prayer ) tnſamuch you would not yive reve- 
rence in valing your Hat till it was forced off your head , to the d:- 
ſturbavce of the Congregation, and profe ſing againſt the inſtitution of 
the Church , as not being according to the Goſpell of leſws Chriſt; Ard 
that you the ſaid TIohn Clarke did #50n the dar following meet again at 
the ſaid Witters , and in co::tempt to Anthority, you being then in the 
cuſtody of the Law , and did there admmiſter the Sacrament of the Sup- 
per ta one excommunicate perſon, to another under admonition , and 
to another that Was an Inbabitant of Lin, and not infellow(hip With a-. 
»7 Church ; and upon your anſwer in open Court , you affirmed that you 


d'd never Re-baptize any, yet did acknowledge you did Baptize ſ#:h as 
: C3 were 


5 
We being by virtue hereof committed to priſon, upon the the 5th. 
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were Bajt.z:d before , andtbereby did neceſſarily deny the Baptiſm 
that was before to be Baptiſm , the Chu: cles no Churches, and alſo 
al other Ordinexges , and Miniſters, as if all were @ Nillity ; Angaiſo 
aid in the Court deny the lawwfullneſs of Baptizang of [nfarts, aud af 
this tends :0the diſhonour of God , the deſyifixg the ordinances of God 
among us, the peace of the Churc/ ct, and ſedncing the SubjeRs of 
this Commonwealth from the truth of the Ge {7r' of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
pcrzerting the ſirast waies of the Lord , ther:foie the Copre doth fixe 
you 20 pounds to be paid, or fufficiont ſmreties tht the ſaid ſum (ll 
be paid by the firſt day of the next Coart of Ajſift ans , or elſe to be 
well Whipt , and that you ſhall remain ix Priſon i: it be paid, or ſecari- 
i7 given mn for it. 

By the Court, ENCRE ASE NOVELL, 


After my Sentence was read , the Sentence of the other two were 
likewiſe pronounced; the Sentence of Obedia? Holmes was to pay - 
by theaforelaid time zoli. or de well whipt ;. and the ſentence of 
Tohn Cranaall was topay 5 pounds,or be well wlupt;this-being done, 
I deſired to know whether I might not ſpeak a few things to the 
Court, to which the Governour replied, your ſentence is paſt. I told 
him that which I was to ſpeak was in reference unto a promite that 
was made us by Mr. Bridges when we were firſtapprebended , and 
brought before him ; then ſaid the Governour ſpeak on ; When 
we were at firſt apprehended and brought-before-Mr. Bridges ( ſaid 
I ) I ſaid vnto him we are Strangers, -and Strangers to your Laws, 
and may be tranſgreſſors of them before-we are aware , we would 
therefore defire this curteſy of you as Strangers , that you would 
ſhew us the Law by which we are tranſgreſlors : .Bat then no other 
anſwer could we have from him than this , when . you come to the 
Court you ſhall know the Law; now-we have been before the Court 
in the forenoon upon examination, this. afternoon we. have heard 
-our Sentence read , yet have we-not -heard .the Law produced 
by which we are condemned ; we therefore now deſire to ſee the 
Law in which our Sentence may beread , apd the, rather , becaule 
we find in the beginning of your Laws this proviſion for the ſecurity 
of your own ,. and-we hope you are - notlels-regardfull of ſtrangers, 
viz. That no mariſhalt be moleſted ,-but by a Law made by the ge- 
nerall Court , and Jawiully.publiſhed ,-or in- defet of.a Law in a 
{+ rope cale by the Word of Ged. :.'Whenthis.,was ſpoken Mr. 
* Bridges could eaſily-turn to the Law by which-we, mighc - be freed , 
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but none Were able to furn co the Law of God or Man by which we 
were condemned. Ae length che Governour ſtept up, and told us 
-we had denyed Infants Baptiſm , and being ſomewhat tranſported 
broke forth, and told me I had deſerved death, and faid,he would 
not have ſuch trafh brought into their jariſdition; moreover he 
faid , you go up anddown , and ſecretly inſinuate into thole tha: 
ate weak, but you cannot maintarn it before our Miniſters , you 
may try, and diſcourſe or diſpute wich them, &c. To this I had much 
coreply , but that he commanded the laytor to take us away ; ſo the 
next morning having fo fair an opportunity, 1 made a motion to ic 
Court in theſe words following. 


Tothe Honoxnred Conrt Aſſembled at Boſton, 


V Hereas it pleaſed this Honoured Court yeſterday to con- 
demn the Faith , and Order which I bold and pra .ſe, and 
after you had paſt your Sentence upon me for it, were pleaſed: to 
expreſſe , I could nut maintain the ſame againſt your Miniſters, and 
thereupon publickly profered me a diipute with them , be pleaſed by 
theſe few lines to underſtand, I readily accept it, and therefore do 
defire you would appoint the time when, and the perſon with whom, 
in thac publick place where I was condemned , 1 mighe with free- 
dom, and without moleſtation of the Civill Power diſpute that 
point publickly where 1 doubt not by che ſtrength ot Chrift to make 
it good out of his laſt Will and Teſtament , unto which nothing is 
to be added, nor from which nothing is to be diminiſhed ; thus de- 
ſiring the Father of Lights to ſhine forth , and by his power to ex- 
pel the darkneſs, 1 remain, Your well-wiſher, 
From thy Priſon ths 1.6.5 1. Techs Clarke. 


This motion if pranted ,I defired it might be ſubſcribed by their 
Secretaries hand , asan AR of the ſame Court by which we were 
condemned. 

Tt was preſented on the ſixth day , and after much ado up- 
on the laſt day it was concluded it ſhould be granted , and the dif- 
putation ſhould be upon the fifch day following , and fo by one 
of the Mapiſtrates information was given me in priſon; upon the ſe- 
cond day when their Elders were come together, there was no ſmall 
ſtir(as 1 heard) about the buſinefle , and afterward aþout the ſtating 


of the Queſtiva we ſhould diſpute upon ; whereupon in the _— 
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ofthe day the Magiſtrates commanded the Taylor to briag me be- 
fore them into the Chamber, which when he had done, they drew 
forth the motion, and ſhewing it co me, asked me if lowned that .. 
paper , I anſwered, yea, they queried further , whether 1 was of 
the ſame mind touching a diſputation, 1 told them I had not the 
leaſt reluRancy in my mind touching the thing, provided my motion 
might be granted,and the grant ſubicribed wich the Secretaries hand 
asan at ofthe !ame Court by which I was condemned ; they an- 
ſwered that was bur reaſonable , &c. Then they demanded or me 
what the queſtion was that I would diſpute upon, whether I would 
diſpute upon the things contained in my Sentence, and maintain my 
practice, for , ſaid they, the Court Sentenced you not for your 
judgement or Conſcience, but for matter ofta&t, and praRice; to 
which Ireplyed , you ſay the Court condemned me for matter ©: 
fat, and practice ; be1t ſo, butl ſay that matter of faR and pra- 
Aice was but the manifeſtation of my judgment and conſcience; 
and I make account that man is void ot judgment, and conſcience, 
with reipe& unto God, that hath not a fac, and practice ſuitable 
thereunto : and for the things contained in my Sentence , they are 
rather-colleRions , which the Court was pleaſed to wake and draw 
from my words,than my words, themſelves ; nevertheleſs 1 do not 
ſay they were unduly colleQed ; for in truth, if the Faith and order 
which I profeſs do ſtand by the word of God, then the Faith and 
order which you profeſs muſt needs fall ro the ground; and if 
the way you walk inremain, rhenthe way that I walk in muſt 
vaniſh away, they cannot both ſtand togerher; to which they ſeem 
to aſſent; therefore I told them , that if they pleaſe to grant the 
motion under the Secretaries hand, I would draw up the Faith, and 
order , which I hold as the ſum of that I did deliver in open Court, 
into three or four Concluſions, which Concluſions I will ſtand by, 
and defend untill he, whom you ſhall appoine , ſhall, by the word 
of God remove me from them: in caſe he ſhall remove me from 
them, then the diſputation is at an end, but if nor, then 1 de- 
ſire like liberty by the word of God co oppoſe the Faich, and order, 
which he and you profeſs, thereby to try whether 1 may be an in- 
ſtrument inthe hand of God to remove you trom the ſame; they 
told me the motion was very fair, and the way like unto a diſpu- 
tant, and thereupon concluded in my hearing, and dire&ed 
alſo their ſpeech to me, ſaying, becauſe the matter is weighty , 
and we deſire that whatcan, may be ſpoken , when the gy” 
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{all be ; therefore would we take a longer time ; whgreas therefore 
che time appointed was the next fift day , by reaton of the com- 
mencement , which will be the next week , and the meetings of the 
Elders, - we muſt defer it now untill the fift day come fortnight ; and 
ſo Itold them (to be bricf ') I was their priſoner, and ſhould ar- 
attend their pleaſure ; ſo [ returned with my keeper to priſon a- 
gain, drew upthe Concluſions, which I was reſolved through the 
itrength of Chriſt to ſtand in defence of , and throvgh the im- 
portunity of one ofthe Magiſtrates , the next morning very; carly , 
I ſhewed them to him,, having a promiſe I ſhould have my motion 
for a diſpute granted , under the Secretaries hand. Es 


The Concluſions were as followeth. 
The Teſtimony of /obx Clarke a priſoner of Teſus Chriſt at B.ſtor, 
in the behalf of my Lord, and ot his people, is as rotlow- 
eth» 


1 | Teſtifie that Jeſus of Nazareth, whom God hath raiſed from 
the dead, # made bith Lord and Chriſt ; this leſrs 1 ſay 55 the 
Chriſt, 52 Engl:ſp, the Anointed One, hath a rame above every 
name; Heis the Anointed Prieſt, none to, or with his in point of 
attonement; The Anointed Prophet , none to him in point of inſtru- 
ion; Tbe Anointed King , Whos gone wnto his Father for his glo- 
rions Kingdom , and ſhall ere long return again; and that this le- 
ſus Chriſt is alſo The Lord , nonets, or with him by Way of Come 
manding and ofering- ( with reſpe to the worſhip of God) the houſe- 
hald o Fanh, which being pnrcbaſed with his Blood as Prieſt , in- 
firufed , and nouriſhed by his $|irit as Pkophet , do wait 12 his ap» 
pointment as he isthe Lord , in bope .of that glorious Kingdom which 
ſhall ere lang appear. © | | 
2 1 Teftific that Baptiſm , or dipping in Water, is one of the Com- 
:4ndement s if thus Lord Ieſns Chriſt , ard that a vwiſeble beleever, 
or Diſciple of Chriſt leſus ( that is, one that manife(tcth repentance to- 
wards Ged,and Faith 1n leſns Chriſt ) ts the only perſon that. 35 tobe 
Baptized , or dipped With that wiſible Baptiſm, or dipping of leſus 
Chrift in Water ,, and alſo that viſible perſon that 5s to walk in that 
viſible order of bis Horſe, and ſo to wait for his coming the ſecond 
time in the form of a Lord , ad King with his glorious Kingdom 
according to promiſe, aud for bis ſending down (in the time of his ab- 
ſence) the boly Ghoſt , or holy Spirit of Promiſe , and all this zc- 
D Cording 
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cordiug the Infg Will and Teftament of that living Lord , whoſe Wil 
54 w8i to be added to, 07 taken from. 

3 1 Teftifie or Wirnaſe,that every (wel belitver In Chrift I:ſns, tha 
weiterh for his appearing, may is porn of liberty , yea enght in point of 
duty 1a improve that Tadent his Lardbath groen wnto him, and in 
tbe Congregation may either acke for information to bimſelf ;% if by 
$42, rear ſpeak, by way of Prophecic for the edification , exbortation, 

| axdcomfurt of the whale, and out of the Congregation at all 11mes, nyon 
all occafions , aud in all places, as far as the ju iftntiion of bis Lorg «x. 

| pends, may , yea ought te walk, as a Chilg of light , j»ſtifying 
wiſdem With his ways , and reproving folly with the wnfruicfull wah, 
thereof , provided allthis be ſhawn out of a good converſation, as James 
ſpeaks with meekneſs of wiſdam. 

4 1 Tiftifie that ne ſach b:liever , or Servant of Chwiſt Jeſus bath 
azy laberty , mnch lefi Antboricy z from his Lord , to ſwite his fellow 
ſervant , nor yet with ourward force , or arme of fleſh, to conflrain , 
or reftrain his Conſcie:.ce , ns nor jet bir outwar d man for Conſcrence 
ſaks , or worſhip of his Ged , where injury :t uit offered to the perſon , 
name or eſtate of orhers , every man bring ſuch as ſhall appear befor: 
the y-dgmont ſeat of ( hrift, and nf} grue an account of hins[-If ro 
God, and ther eſarc onght to be fally per, is his own mind , for 
what be nndertakes , becauſe he thas douberth is danenod if he eat and 
fo alſo if he at, bicanſe he deth wot eat or att in Fateh, and what i» ut 
of Faith ir Sim. 


Theſe Concluſions being feen at leaſt by one ofthe Magiſtrates, 
notwithſtanding the Meffage .to the priſon , anſwer to my felt 
i the Chamber , promiſe by him that came for the Concluſions , 
common report abroad thata diſputation was granted, the Court 
broke up, and did nothing ; and the next {ſecond day following , a 
Meſtenger was ſent to the priſon from the Magiſtrate , with a retcaſc 
to-the keeper , which having received he ſpeedily pat me forth ; The 
words of the releaſe follow. 


To the Keeper of the prifon. 
Y Virtze hereof yan ave to releafe and fet at liberty the Body of 
Ar. lohn Clarke , «wi this ſoall be yaw diſcharge for ſo doing. 
Erv0r nnder wy hand the 11th of the th. Adomh, r651. 
WILLIAM HIBBINS. 


"— To 


"on | 

To be brief; &:. Vanderſtanding thac ſome friends had laid 
down the Money, although contrary to my Counſell , when for- 
merly ar ſeverall enes , aid by ſeverall perfons I was moved there- 
unto , and perceiving now that the Countries expeation (which 
was fot a litele raiſed ) touching a diſputation was utterly fruſtrate, 
and being ſenſiblerhat it was an eaſy matter to lay the blame on me, 
being 4 perſon condemned, and alſo abſent, I drew up the former 
motton, and added thereunto theſe wordsfollowing. 


V V Heres throngh the indr:{gency of tender hearted friends , 

withat ny chnſewt , ard contrary to my judament, the Seu- 
tence , and C hflewninntion of the Court at Boſton ( as # reported ) 
have brew fally ſati1fied on wy behalf, and thereupon a Warrant hath 
been procareh by which 7 nn ſerlultd the place of my impriſonment , 
by reaſon Wherobf T ſee no other call for preſert but to my habitation, 
«1d to thoſe Reer relations 3th Goh hath given me there, yer leit 
the canſe fhbuld hereby ſuffer , which 1 profeſs is Chrifts, ] wontd 
hereby figndfie , that if yer wt (hell pltvſe the binoured Magiſtrates , 
or Jenerali Court of this C olony to grit my ſdrmwler requeſt under their 
Secretarits hand , I ſhall cheerfully imbrace it , and upon your motion 
ſhall through the help of God rome from tbe 1lznd to attend 3: , andhere- 
unto 1 have ſubſcvibed wy name, 

11th. 6.51. John Clarke. 


Both theſe the next morning I delivered to the keeper to deliver 
to the Magiſtrates , who were to meer at the Commencement at 
Combrialt+ , whith being accordingly performed it was noifed a- 
broad the motion wes granted , and the writing was in Mr. Cor- 
tous hand , who was thereby judged to be the man , and belt of 
all approved of by my felf for thar fame purpoſe , he being the in- 
veritor and \uportor of chat way, intheſe parts , wherein they walk , 
and thereupon I'rook the thing for grafted, and to that purpoie 
wrot to'my friends who fent to viſttme inthe priſon , bur upon the 
fitt day , a liccke before their LeQtore at Bofow, 1 received a writing 
ſubſcribed with five ofthe Magiſtrates hands , which when 1 had 
peruted, and faw rhe they waved the motion , and inſtead there- 
of laidews or three ſnares before me, T drew up an Anſwer to their 
Writing , beg hopeteſs of n difpuration , defired the Taylor to Ce- 
liver ito the Mapiſtrates, took my teave of my friends, and fo de- 
—{ 25 miles that nighe to travell. 

| 2 Here 
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Here followeth their Writing , _ my Aniwer. alſo.” - 
Mr. fobn Clarke, . _ Ne? 
V V Econceive you have miſ-reported the Governours ſpeech 
in ſaying you were challenged to diſpute with 
ſome of our Elders , whereas it was plainly expreſt, that if you 
would confer with any of them, they were able ro ſatisfie 
you , neither were you. able to niaintain your praRice to 
chem by the word of God, all which was intended for your in- 
formation, and conviction privately ; neither were you enjoyne4 
to what you then were Counſelled unto ; nevertheleſs if you ar: 
forward to diſpute, and that you will move it your ſelf cothe Cour;, 
or the Magiſtrates about-B-ſ?a», we iF all take order to appoint one 
who will be ready to Anſwer your motion , you keeping cloſe t9 the 
queſtions to be propounded by your ſelf, and a moderator ſhal be ap- 
pointed alſo co attend upon that ſervice ; & whereas you deſire you 
might be free in your diſpute, keeping cloſe to the points to be 
diſputed on, without incurring damage by. the Civill Juſtice , ob- 
jerving what hath been before written , it is grantcd.; the day may 
be agreed if you yeeld the premiſſes. C3 
ns lohn Ind: cott,Governour. 
T1ith.cf the 6th. 165 1. T bo. Dudley, Deputy Govern. 
Rich. Bellingham. 
William Hibbins. 
Encreaſe Nowel. 


My Anſwer followeth, ſuperſcribed, | 

To the Honoured Governour ofthe /A7athars/ctr, and the reſt of 
that Honorable Society, theſe preſent. 

Worthy Senators, - 

Received a writing ſub{cribed with 5 of your hands by way of auſwer 
|þ a twice-repeated motion of mine before you, which was grounded as 
} conceive ſufficiently upon the Gevernours Words in epen Conrt , which 
Writing of jours dnth no way ar{mer my expettation, ror yet that motion 
which 1 made, and Whereas ( waving that grounded motton ) yer are 
<* leaſed 16 intimate, That if I were forward to diſiute, aud would 
« move it my ſelf to the Ceurt, or Magiſtrates about Roſton,y.u would 
: 25point one 10 anſwer mJ motion, &C. Be pleaſed to underftand, That 
although I am not backWard to maintain the Faith, and Oracr of my 
Lord the King of Saints, for which I have been Sentenced,yet ans I not, 
in ſuch a way ſo for ward to diſpute,or move therein, leaſt ee 

ſhoul 
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onld thereby ariſe, I ſhell rather — repeat my form:y motion, 
which if it (hallpteaſe the Honoured General Conrt to accept , an: u9- 
der their Secretaries hand ſhall grant a free diſpute Y1thou? 
moleſtation or interruption, I (hall be ſo well ſatisfied therewith , thac 
what ts paſt I ſhall forget, and upon your motion ſhall attend it , Thus 
deſiring the Father of Mercies not t9lay that evill to yolr charge, 
From Priſon this [ remain your Well-wijher, 
14. 6. 51, Iohn Clarke, 


This Anſwer with the motion for a diſpute upon the!e fair termes 
the third time repeated, ( being a thing allo generally deſired , and 
longed for )was (as T faid betfore)by me delivered to the Keeper, and 
by lim pretented to the Magiſtrates,and foto the General Court,yet 
was there no anſwer returned : what made the obſtruction conlicle- 
ring the equity of the Caſe, the former content and grant of the Ma- 
giſtrates,and the peoples earneſt deſire thereof, 1 know not, neither 
will I too readily conclude { leſt it ſhould ſavor of prejudice ) that ir 
was either an ayprehenſion it would be diſpgracefull, firſt tro iudse 
and Condemn the perſons, and afterward to have the matter exa- 
mined, orelſe a tear and jealouſie leſt upon the examination there- 
of by the word of God(which is a quick & powerful divider a;under 
of the Soul. and Spirit, and of the joynts, & marrow,and a diſceri er 
of the thoughts and intents of che heart) their ſtandins(in referenc 
to the worſhip of God)ſhould appear falſe,and evill and the way *vy 
wc.they maintayn the ſame with a forcing of others thereto,ſhould 
appear far worſe; ſurely; the ſtanders by, and ſuch, whoſe minds are 
diſ-engaged inthe buſineſſe will aptly conclude, and not. without 
probable grounds, that the utmoſt they can ſav for themſelves, and 
to ſtop the mouth of him that is contrary minded, lyes in the Sword 
and power of the Magiſtrate , which althongh it be a good Ocrdi- 
nance of God in this pre:ent evill World, to reſtrain the oppreſſor, 
and let the oppreſſed foe free, and fo approved and owned by 
Chriſt and all true Chriſtians, incaſe of wrong and wicked lewd- 
neſſe, as Ga/is expreſſeth it yet was it never appointed by Chriſt,(co 
whom all power, not only in Earth, but alſo in Heaven, is commit- 
red, and by whom all Earthly powers are to be judged, inthat day . 
in which he ſhall judge the World in righteGuſneſſe; 1 ſay it was 
never appointed by Chriſt)to inform and reRifie the minds and con- 
ſciences of men in the worthip of God, in that great myſtery of God- 


lineſſe, and in thoſe myſticall matters concerning the Kingdom ot 
D 3 Chriſt 
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Chriſt, that being a matter that onely bel5ags to the Holy Spirit d' 
Promile, and co che SwWard of that Spirit, which #* tht Word (ave of 
man, tut) of God, to effe&t, murh leſfe to conform their ourward 
man, contrary t6 their minds and eotriſciences in the Worſhip ofGod; 
and therefore that Sword and Power ought to take heed how they 
meddle heretn (leſt they attempt to rake the place, & etiter upon the 
Throne and Kingdom of Chriſt) either to force ſuch as be conceived 
ro be true Worlſhipers, to the true Worſhip, and ſervice of Foy, for 
it is written, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. And again, In the day of thy power thy people ſhall 
be a willirig pebple ; much leffe to force fuch as are no Worthiperz, 
or falſe, to that Werihip winch is true, and yet much Jeſſe to force 
falſe, to thar which is falſe, or true, to that which is falſe ; and hence 
it is, thar although che Kings of the Earth have been deceived, and 
through the riphtevus Pa of God have given ihreir power to 
the Beaſt, co theit 6wn diſhonor and detriment, who have unproved 
che ſamero bearup the Whore, and ro bear down and crull: che 
Spouſe of the Lamb , ſo that Bybe/ hach for a lonp time rejoyced , 
and Sr» hath mourned z yet when the time appointed is come, at 
the voyre of her Kinp Sts !i:all deliver her ſelf trom theDaughter of 


Bubel, _ all rhe powers of this World feek co withſtand it; 


neither ſhall the oates of Fell prevail againſt it : for it is written 
corrcernins thoſe thyr keep the Commandemeres of God , and the 
Teſtimony of Teſts, that they overcame Hitn ( ſcol. that preat Red- 
Drapdn ratied the Devilt z#:d Satan, who allo gave his power co the 
Beaſt, chey overcamebrim Ifay) by the Blood of than Lamb, and 
by _ -"_ of their Teſtimony, und they loved not heir tives unto 
the death. 

Now touching /ohs Orundadl xforeſitd, to whoſe tharpe they had 
alfo nothing eo My, birt is betbp wich 8s, owning the ſame Faich, 
and Order of the Goſpell, amd G<&refore refaſtng ro Roop to that 
likeneſt theres, which they bad ferp ; yet wv 8 1eid, they Renter 
ced him 26 pxy 5 ports dy the neve Conrt of A ﬀiſtants, dr elfe to 
de wellwhipt. Whereuponthe day following he inquired of the 
Keeper, when that Conrt of Aﬀiſtinty worded be, (being reſolved not 
. tochufſe his pennnag, they —_— tibfero0 make ft appear by rhe 

Litv of Gdd or Mah tt he way a ge ſs t6 de puniſhed ) 
ztidl being dy dim Infortaed thar ir wood boa quaryer of a yeer dr- 
fore theerime eaſe; ant Tio, thatifhe were orefotved, be nypht 
pur in Bail for his appearance ar the titheaforeſaid , and fo _ 
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he forthwich put in Bail, and fo departed to viſit his Family , being 
diſtant from thence threeſcore anll cen miles. He was no ſooner ar 
home, bur his Spirit was unſatisfied in what he had done, in lexving 
us behind in the Priſon, though wich our conſent and countell he 
did what he did ; whereupon, leaving his Harveſt upon the ſpoyt , 
within a few dayes he recurned to us again, and cendered his p:rfon 
unto the Keeper, who refuſed it, ſaying, Since your departure I per» 
ceive your Sentence ts, Thar you ſhould not depart the Priſon, with- 
ont either paying the money, or putting in ſecurity tor the payment 
of it; wheretore now either you or your Surety muſt pay it. To 
whom Brother Crandz/l replyed, you informed me otherwiſe before 
I went, and upqn other rermes I depirred , wherefore for my own 
part | am reſolved I will not pay it, and tor my Surety he is at his 
liberty, being no otherwiſe bound, than for my appearance, 1nd here 
Lam, and am your Priſoner ; nevertheleſſe when I was releaied, and 
eurned our of Prifon, and could no longer apnn that account there 
remain,I counſelled him co pat the matter quite our of donbe,where- 
fore he ſaid tothe Taylor, Ler me know what 1 ſhall craſt ro, for if 
you accept me gpon the former account, well, I ſhall willingly tarry, 
and remain your Priſoner, but if not, | ſhall now repair home with 
my Friend co my Family ; fo after che JayJor had adviſed with che 
Magiſtrate, he friendly told him, It he would promiſe to appeir ar 
che time appointed, he would cake his word, become his Surety, 
and he might be gone ; whereupon I beingdoubrull, chungh he was 
confideme concerning the rime{(there being an other Court between) 
defired him to ſend us certainword to the Hand, when chat Courr ot 
Afliftancs would be;fo havigp his prone, wethankfally accepred his 
kindneffe, & fo departed : And being at home we waited for a word 
from the Keeper for z return, bat the firſt word we heard rouching 
that martter,was,thar che Court was paſi(which was charCourrt I tuf- 
petted)& that Brother Helzes bad had his tryal by cruel feourgings, 
& that thelaylor beingBroctherCravdalr Surety dy reaſon of his non- 
appezrance was conſtrained to pay the money;hereupon not long af- 
ter Brother Cravdat went to Boon, and charged the Jaylor wich bis 
miGinfortdatioa, and neglect of tis promiſe ; and moreover declared 
that he had told him, That being Innocent, he would not make him= 
elf a Ir for by chufing his puniſhment, and therefore hed 
reſolved, as he alſo kaew, not to pay them a penay ; and farther he 
told him, that there was no neceſſity he ſhould lay down the money, 
ic being dur through « miſtake, and he being bur Surety , when the 
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Principall was preſent, and was able through the ſtrength of Chrin 
to anſwer the penalty : and thus Having argued the caſe with t!.« 
laylor, he left him without any grounds of hope to have it repaid 

nevertheleſſe if advantage will be ſo ſtritly taken vpon the Keepers 
miſtake, neither Conſcience nor Equity will ſuffer us ( ic appearing 
to be a meer miſtake, and 20 PIER ) not to ſuffer -him to bear 
it, and thus it appears how a ſecond came off, and eicaped a ſceurg. 


ing: Now as concerning the third, by name Obediah Homes, what 
is laid to his charge this Sentence under their Secretaries hand 
( a Copy whereof is here under written ) will plainly expreſle, 


The Sentence of Obediah Holmes of Seacuck, the 31 of 
| the 5thM, 1651. x 

Oraſmrich as you Obediah Holmes being come into this Turiſcaittion 
about the 21 of the 5th 7. did m-et as one William Witters hcn/e 
at Lin, 4nd did bear privatly (and at other times being an Excommuns- 
cate perſon did take upon you to Preach and to Baptize) upon the Loras 
day, or other dayes, and being taken then by the Conſtable , and com- 
ming afterward to the Aſſembly at Lin, did in diſrepeft of the Orai- 
warce of God and his Wor ſhip keep on your hat, the Paſter beg in Pray- 
er, inſomuch that you would nat give reverence 1m veiling your hat, till 
5: was forced «ff your head to the diſturbance of the Congregation , and 
profefſing againſt the Inſtitution of the Church, as rot being - according 
to the Goſpel of Teſus Chrift, and! h it you the ſaid Obediah Holmes 
did upou the day following meet again at the ſaid William Witters, in 
contempt to Authority, yow being then in the cuftody of the Law, and did 
there receive the Sacrament, being Excongmmnicate, and that jou did 
Baptize ſuch as were Baptized before , and thereby did. neceſſarily de- 
ny the Baptiſm that was before adminiſtredto be Baptiſm, the Chur- 
ches no Churches, and alſo other Ordinarxces , and. 1iniſters, as if at 
were a Nullity ; 4ndalſa did deny the lavfullneſs of Raptizing' of [n- 
fants, and all this tends to the diſhononr of God , the deſpifing the or- 
dinances of God among us , the peace of the Churches, and ſeducing 
the Subjefts of this Commonwealth from the truth of the Goſpel of Je- 
ſms Chriſt , and perverting the ftrait waies of the Lord , the Comrt duh 
3e you 30 poxnds to bepaid, or ſufficient ſuretics that the ſaid ſum 
ſhall be paid by the firſt day of the next Comt of Aſſiſtams , or elſe to 
be well Whipt , and that you ſhall remain in Priſon till it be paid, or ſecu-' 

ru gives in for it. | x 
By the Court, ENCREASE NOWEL G 
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And now becauſe his ſufferings, and the ſence which his Sou! 
felt ofthe Lords Support, according to promile, is affeRionately ſer 
forth,and commended as a token of his love , in a Letter written 
with his own hand , and ſent unto thoſe that bave obtained like 
precious faith in Lo»doy, or elſewhere, whereby by an experiment 
which God hath been pleaſed to give to him, and us, they may evi- 
dently diſcern , thar Jeſus Chriſt is in point of tender compaſlſions 
couching thole that confeſs his name before the Sonnes of men , the 
fame to day that he was yeſterday ; that as yeſterday , ſo to day ic 
may be ſaid, as the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our conlvla- 
tion alſo aboundeth by Chriſt, ſo that they which keep the com- 
mandements of God ,and Teſtimony of Teſus Chriſt, may be hereby 
incouraged to fear none of thoſe things which they ſhall ſuffer before 
they come ,* nor when they look them in the face, and begin the 
incounter with them , be ſoon weary and wax faint in their minds, 
but faithfully and hopefully expect (they ſuffering for the name of 
* Chriſt, andas Chriſtians ) that che ſpirir of their Lord, and of 
olory , ſhall reſt upon them. The words of his Letter followeth. 


{intothe Well beloved Brethren Tohn Spilsbury , William Kiſlin , 
and the reſt that in London ſtand f a#t in that Faith , end continue to 
walk ſtedfaſtly in that Order of th: GoſpellWhich was ence delivered 
nts the Sa:nts by Ieſns Chriſt. Obediah Holms a» #-worthy wit- 
neſs,that leſus is the Lord, and of late a Priſoner for leſus { ke at 

Boſton, ſezdeth greeting. 

Dearly Beloved ard longed after, | 
Y hearts deſire is to hear from you,and to hear that you grow 
in grace , and inthe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour le- 

ſus Chriſt , and that your love to him , and one unto another, as he 

hath given commandment , aboundeth, would be the very joy 
and great rejoycing of my Soul and Spirit; had nor been prevented 
by my beloved Brethren of Provid:nce , who have wrot unto you, 

( wherein you have my Mind at large) and alſo by our beloved 

Brother Clarke of Road-Iland , who may ( if God permit ) ſee you, 

and ſpeak with you mouth to mouth , I had here declared my ſelf 

in that matter, but now I forbear ; And becaute I have anexperi- 
mentall knowledge in my ſelf,that in members of the ſame Body, 
while it ſtands in union with the head, there is a ſympathizing Spirit, 
which paſſeth chrough, and alſo remain ineach particular, ſo thar 
one member can neither mourn nor awyck, but all the members are 

| rea- 
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ready to mourn or rejoyce With it ; I (hall the rarker impart ueto 
you ſome dealings which 1 haye had therein from the Sons of Men, 
and the gracious ſupparts which I have met with from the Son cf 
God, my Lord, and yours, that io like Members you might rejoyce 
with me, and might be encauraged by the ſame experiment of bis 
render mercies, to fear none of thoſe things which you ſhall ſuffer 
for Ietus ſake. it pleaſed the Father of Light,after a long continuance 
of mine in death, and darknefle, to caufe life and immortality to be 
brought xo light in my ſoul, and alſo to cauſe me to lee that this life 
was by the death of his Son, in that boyr. and pawer of darkneſſe 
procured, which —__ in my heart a reſtleb deſire to know what 
that Lord, who had fo dearly bought me, would have me to do, and 
finding that it was his laſt will ( ro which none is to adde, and from 
which none is ta detraQ) that they which had faith in his death 
for life, i). ould yecld up themſelves to hold forth 2 lively conſimili- 
tude, or likeneſſe unto his death, buriall, and refurreRion by that 
Ordinance of Baptiſme; I readily yeelded thereto being by 
love conſtrained to follow thatLamb(that takes away the fins ot - he 
World )whither ſoever he goes; I had no ſooner ſeparated from 
their aſſemblies, and from Communion with them in their worſhip 
of God,and thus viſibly put onChriſt, being reſolved alone to attend 
upon him, and to ſubmit to his will, but immediately the adverſary 
caſt out a flood againſt us, and ſtirred up the ſpirits of men to pre- 
feat my ſelf and two more to Plymoyrh Court, where we met with 4 
Petitions againſt our whole company to take ſome ſpeedy courſe to 
fuppreſs us,one from our own Plantation with 35 hands to it,one fro 
the Church (as they call it ) at Tanto, one from allthe Miniſters 
in our Colony, except two, if I miſtake not, and one from the Court 
at Boſton in the Mai hugſers under their Secretaries hand ; where- 
ypon the Court ſtraitly chargeth us to deſiſt, and neither to ordain 
Officers, nor toBaptize,nor to break bread together, nor yet to meet 
upon the firſt day of the week, and having received theſe ſtrait char- 
$6: one of the three di'covers the ſandy toundation upon which he, 
tood, who when tbe flood came,and the wind blew, fel; yer it plea- 
Kd the Father of mercies (to whom bethe praiſe )to pive us ſtrength 
zo ſtand, & to tell them it was better to obey God, rather than man, 
and ſuch was the grace of our God co us-ward,that though we were 
had from Court to Court, yet were we firmly reſolved to keep cloſe 
gathe rule.and to obey the voyce of ourLoxd,come what will come; 


Not long after theſe troubles I eame upon occaſion of duſinefle in- 
| 0 
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vo the Colony of the atharsſers, with two other Brethren , 2s 
Brother Clark, —P one of the two, can inform you , where we 
three were apprehended, carried to the priſon at Boſton, and fo to 
the: Court, and were all ſentenced ; what they laid to my charge, 
you may here read in my ſentence ; Vpon the pronouncing of which 
as I went from the Bar, | expreſt my telf in theſe words; 1 bleſſle 
God Iam connted worthy to ſuffer for the name of Ieſus ; where- 
upon /obn Hilſon (their Paſtor as they call him) ſtrook me bctore 
the Ivdgment Seat, and curſed me, (aying, The Curſe of God, or Ile- 
ſus goe with thee ; io we were carried to the Priſon where not long 
after I was deprived of my two loving Friends ; at whoſe departure 
the Adverſary ſtept in, took hold on my Spirit, and troubled me : 
for the ſpace ofan hour, and then the Lord came in, and ſweetly re- 
leeved me, cauſing me to look to himſelf, ſo was I ſtayed, and re- 
freſhed in che thoughts of my God, and although during the time of 
my Impriſoament, the Tempter was buſie, yet it pleaſed God ſo to 
ſtand at my right hand, that the motions were bur ſudden, and {o 
vaniſhed away; and ajthough there were that would have payd the 
money if 1 would accept it, yet I durſt not accept of deliverance in 
ſuch a way, and therefore my anſwer to them was, that although 1 
would acknowledge their love to a cup of cold Water, yet could I 
not thank them for their money if they ſhould pay ir; to the Court 
drew neer, and the nighe betore I ſhould ſuffer according to my ſen- 
rence, it pleaſed God I reſbed, and ſlept quietly ; in the morning ma- 
ny Friends came to viſit me, deſiring we to take the refreſhment of 
Wine, and other Comforts, but my reſolution was not to drink 
Wine, nor ſtrong drink that day untill my puniſhment were over, 
and the reaſon was, leſt in caſe I had more ſtrength, courage, and 
boldneſſe than ordinarily could be expeRed, the V Vorlid ſhould 
either ſay he is drunk with new VVine, or elſe that the comfort 
and ſtrength of the Creature hath carried him through , but my 
courſe was this : I deſired Brother Job» Haz:{ to bear my Friends 
company,.and I betook my ſelf tro my Chamber, where 1 might 
communicate with my God,commit my ſelf to 1m,and beg ſtrength 
from him; 1 had no ſooner ſequeſtred my ſelf, and come into my 
Chamber, but Serhas lets flic at me, ſaying, Remember thy ſel, thy 
birth, breeding, and friends, thy wife, children, name, and credit 
bur as this was ſudden, ſo there came in ſweetly from the Lord as 
ſudden an anſwer, *cis for my Lord, I muſt nor deny him before the 
Sons of men (for that is to ſet men above him) bur rather loſe all, 
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yea wife, children, and mine own life alſo : To this the tempter res 
plies, Oh! butthatis the queſtion, is it for bim? and tor him a. 
lone ? is it not rather for thy own,or ſome others ſake ? thou haſt <q 
profeſſed and praftiſed, and now art lothtodeny it ; is not yride 
and ſelf in the botrom ? ſurely this temptation was ſtrong, and 
thereupon I made diligent ſearch after the matter, as formerly 1 had 
done, and after a while there was even as it had been a voyce from 
H-aven in my very Soul, bearing witnes with my Conſcience, that 
it was not 'or ny mans caſe or ſake in this world, that fo I ha. «,;9- 
fel. d and p aRifcd, bur ior my Lord: cate, and fake, ard ;.:: ii: 
alone, were: pon my Spirit was much refreſht ; as allo in re 
corficlcrati in 0: theie chree Scriptures , which fp2*k on 15 
4, We (helll:y wny thing tothe canrge of Goas Ele? ? Althuunh 
O24 = rem(Cinthe wvailcy ina (hadow of Death ] Wil tear none evad, 
4; rd and ty {eff they ſhall comfort me, And he that cortinueth to 
$2 the ex:4, rhe ſore (halbeſ'rved, But then came in the conſiderati- 
on of the weakneſle of the Fleſh to bear the ſtrokes of a whip, 
though the Spirit was willing, and hereuponT was cauſed to pray 
earneſtly unto the Lord, that he would be pleaſed to give me a jpirit 
of courage and boldneſle, a tongue ro ſpeak for him , and ſtrengch 
of body to ſuffer for his take, and not 'to ſhrink or yeeld to the 
ſtroaks, or ſhed tears, leſt the adverſaries of the truth ſhould there- 
upon bla'pheme, and be hardned, and the weak and feeble-hearted 
diicouraged, and for this I befought the Lord earneſtly, at length he 
ſatisfied my ſpirit, to giveup as my ſoul, ſo my body to him, and qui- 
etly to leave the whole diſpoſing of the matter to him , and fo 1 
addreſſed my ſelf in as comely a manner as Icould, having ſuch a 
Lord and Maſter to ſerve in this buſineſſe : And when I heard the 
voyce of my Keeper come for me, even cheerfulneſſe did come upon 
me, and taking my Teſtament in my hand, I went along wich him 
ro the place of execytion , and after common ſaſutation there ſtood; 
there ſtood by alſo one of the Magiſtrates, by name Mr. Encreaſe 
Nowell, who tor a while kept ſilent, and ſpoke not a word, and ſo 
did I, expecting the Governours preſence, but he came not. But 
after a while Mr. Nowc# bad the Executioner doe his Office, then [ 
dehred to ſpeak a few words, but Mr. N:w-/l anſwered. it is not 
'now a time to ſpeak, whereupon I took leave, and faid, Hev, 
Brethres, Fathers, and C onntrey-men, 1 beſeech y: rs give me leave 10 
ſprak a few wards, and the rathzr, becanſe here are mary Speitators 10 
fee me puniſhed, and ] am to ſeal with my Blood, if Grd give ſiren ok 
: that 
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that which I hold and pratiſe i: —=— ro the Word's} Ged, and 
the teftimony of Iefis ; that which I Have 80 ſay in brief is this  Al- 
though I confeſſe 1 am 19 Dif utavt, yet ſceing [ am toſeal wh. [ hold 
with my Blood, 1 ans ready to d:fendit by the Wird, and rod fpte that 
print with any that ſhall come forth to with/tandit. Mr. Nowell an- 
ſwered me, now was no time to ditpute, then ſaid 1, then I deſire to 
give an account ofthe Faith and Orcer | hold, and this 1 deſired 
three times, but in comes Mr. Flinr, and fait!: tothe Executtoner , 
Fellow, doe thine Office, for this Fellow would bi t make a long 
Speech to delude the people; ſo I being reſolved to ipe..k, told 
the people ; That which Iam to ſuffer for, is -or the Word of (God, 
and reſtimony of Teſus Chriſt ; No, faith Mr. Vowe/? itis for your 
Error, an4 going about to ſeduce the people ; to whiclt I replyed, 
not for Error, for in all the time of my Inmpriſonment, wherein 1] 
was let alone{my Brethren being gone) which of all your Miniſters 
in all that time came to convince me 0. Error? and when upon the 
Governours words a motion was made for a publick diſpute,and up- 
on fair terms ſo often renewed. and deſired by hundreds, what ws 
the reaſ»n it was not granted 2 Mr. Now:{/told me, it was his tault 
thac went away, and would not diſpute : but tuis the Writings will 
cleer at large : ſtill Mr. F/;e calls to the man ta doe his Office, ſo 
before, and in the time of his pulling off my cloathes I continued 
ſpeaking, telling them, Thar I had fo learned, that tor all Byfen | 
would not give my bodie into their hands thus to be bruiſed. upon 
another account, yet upon this I would not give the hundredth 
part Ofa * Wampor Perpre to irec it out of their hands, 
and thac I made as much Conſcienceot unbuttoning : on Kia 

: . . &-'V4C18 the 
one button, as 1 did of paying the 301. inreference ;. * pate of 4 
thereunto ; I told them moreover, the Lord baving ma- py with us, 
nifeſted his love towards me, 1a giving me repentance 
rowards God , and Faith in Ieſus Chriſt, and fo to be baptized in 
water by a Meſſenger of Ieſus into the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, wherein 1 have feijowſhip with him in his death , bu- 
riall, and reſurreQion, I am now come to be baptized in affliftions 
by your hands, that ſo I may have further fellowſhip with my l ord, 
and am not aſhamed of his ſufferings, for by his ſtripes am Ihealed 
And as the man began to lay the froaks upon my back, I faid to the 
people, though my Fleſh (houſd tail, and my Spirit ſhould F111, yet 
God would not fail : fo it pleaſed the Lord to come in, and {5 16 fill 


my heart and tongue as a veſſel (uii, 2nd with an cudible voyce I 
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brake forth,” praying unto the Lord nct to lay this Sin to their 
charge, and telling the people, That now I found he did not fail me, 
* and therefore now I ſhould truſt him for ever who failed me not; 
for in truth, as the ſtroaks fell upon me,1 had ſach a ſpirituall manite- 
ſtation of Gods preſence, as the like thereto I never had, nor tele, 
nor can with fleſhly tongue expreſle, and the outward pain was ſo 
removed from me, that indeed I am notableto declare it to you, 
it was ſo eaſie to me, that 1 could well bear it, yea and in a manner 
felt it nor, although it was grievous, as the SpeRators taid, the Man 
ſtriking with all his ſtrengtu( yea ſpitting on his hand three times, 
- as many affirmed) with a three-coarded whip, giving me therewith 
thirty ſtroaks ; when he had looſed me from the Poit, having joy- 
tulneſle in my heart, and cheeriulneſſe in my countenance, as the 
SpeRators obſerved, I told the Magiſtrates, you have ſtruck me as 
with Roſes; and ſaid moreover, Although the Lord hath made it 
calie to me, yet I pray God it may not be laid to your charge. At- 
ter this many came to me,rejoycing to ſee the power of the Lord ma- 
nifeſted in weak fleſb;bur ſinfull fleſh rakes occaſion hereby to bring 
others in rrouble, informs the Magiſtrates hereof, and fo two 
more are apprehended as for contempt of autherity , there 
names were /chn Hazell, and lohn Spar, who came indeed and 
did ſhake me by the hand, bur did uſe no words of contempt or re- 
proach unto any ; no man can prove that the firſt ſpoke any thing, 
and for the ſecond, he only ſaid thus, Bleſſed be the Lord, y et theſe 
rwo for taking me by the hand, and thus ſaying atter I had received 
my puniſhment, were ſentenced to pay 40 fhilling, or to be whipt. 
Both were reſolved againſt paying their Fine : Nevertheleſſe a'ter 
one or two dayes impriſonment, one payed John Spurs Fine, and he 
was releaſed , and after ſix or ſeven dayes Impriſonment of Brother 
Hazell, even the day when he ſhould have ſuffered, an other payd 
his, and ſo he eſcaped, and the next day went to viſit a 
Friend about 6 miles from Boſton , where he the ſame day fel! 
ſick, and within 10 dayes he ended this life; when I was come to 
the Priſon, it pleaſed God to ſtir up the heart of an old acquaintance 
of mine, who with much tenderneſſe , like the good Samariter, 
poured oyl into my wounds, and plaiſtered my ſores ; but there was 
preſent information given what was done, and inquiry made who 
was the Chirurgion, and it was commonly reported te ſhould be 
ſent for, but what was done, 1 yet know not. Now thus it hath 
pleaſed the Father of Mercies ſo to diſpoſe of the matter, _ = 
onds 
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Bonds & Impriſonments have been no hinderance to the Goſpel, for 
before my rerurn,fome ſubmitted to the Lord, and were baptized,and 
divers were put upon the wayof enquiry ; And now being adviſed to 
make my e cape by night, becauſe ic was reported that there were 
Wairants:Orth for me. I departed ; and the nexe day after, while 1 
was on my lourney, the Conſtable came to ſearch at the houſe 
where I lodged, fo I elcaped cheir hands, and was by the good hand 
of my heavealy Father —_— home again to my neer relations , 
my wite,and eight children,theBrethren of our Town,and Provid:nce 
having - aken pains to meec me 4 miles in the woods, where we re- 
joyced together in the I.ord. Thus havel given you as bric fly as LI 
can, a true relation of things : wherefore my Brethren rejoyce with 
meinthe Lord, and give all glory to him, for he is worthy, to whom 
be praile for evermore,to whom I commit you, & put up my earneſt 
prayers for you, that by my late experience, who have truſted in 
God, and have not been deceived, you may truſt in him p-rfe&tly : 
wherefore my dearly beloved Brethren truſt inthe Loxd, and you 
(hall not be aſhamed, nor confounded, ſo I alſo reſt, 
| Yours in the bond of ( hays! y, 
Obediah Holmes. 


Three things would be wel! minded in this relation, 1 that God 
oave me Power to confeſs his name betore the Sonnes of Men. 
© 2 That he kept my tongue that I did not ſpeak evill of men, nor 
of Authority: | 2 

3 That he gave ſtrength to weak Flefh that it failed not. 

This T ragedy being thus acted in the tace of the Country , muſt 
needs awaken and rouſe upthe minds, and ſpirits of many, cauſe 
fad choughts to ariſe in their hearts, and to flow forth art their 
mouthes as men offended, to ſee Strangers profeiſing Godlinels , 
ſo diſcourteouſly uled , for no Civill Tranſgreſſion, bur meerly for 
Conſcience, and that by their hands who pretended, that Liberty ot 
Conſcience was alſo the cauſe of their flight, rogether with the 0- 
ther to the hazard of their lives by hard hearted, cruell, and fa- 
vape Barhar:axs, and other miichiefs which a vaſt, and howling 
Wilderneſle is apt to produce ; wherefore to ſtop their mouthes , 
and to lull them aſleep , the old ſubtile Serpent as his cuſtome ever 
hath been , raiſed up a cloud of diſgrace, thinking thereby co dar- 


ken the truth he profeſt , and to obicure the gloxy that appeared 
| tg 
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in his ſ:fferings, giving out , that he was but an Excommunicate 
and ſo an accurſed perſon, and that it was vehemently ſuſpected | 
chat he was notoriouſly given to that filthy luſt of unclcanneſs, 
which God will judge , and that the ſame was hinted in open Court, 
and that by perſons of no mean credit; wherefore apaine to reſiſt 
the adverſary who hath been a lyer from the beginning, and thereby 
a deſtroyer and murderer , and to deliver the Children of truth 
at leaſt from his ſnare , whereby they might be taken captive art his 
will, he drewup, and ſent a letter unto the Governour of the 11.:- 
thatuſets Colony, and deliredit might be publiſhed fo that the Sons 
of Men, ſo faras the lye and ſlander might ſpread , might be ac- 
quainted therewith. The Letter followeth. 


The 12 ofthe 7th. M. 5i. To the Honoured 
Governour. 
Honoured Sir , | 

Hig, you may judge of me, yet am | dayly waiting to ſtud 

before him who ſhall jndge quick anddead , and niWw bcc inſe | am 
under reproach , and ſenſnre by many , and the more by re1ſon of ſome 
words ſpoken by your ſelf, as though 1 were an cvill perſon in ufe 4:1) 
converſation , and although I m'y be accounted as a fool, yet har 
me a little toplead mine innocency , aud | hore you will not to0 far c19+ 
demu me untill you hear me ſpeak; Sir , I acknowledge only free grace, 
and that b; his power alone I have been kept , and what my life and 
manner of converſation was for ſix or ſeven years While I Was with you, 
1 appeal to your ſelf, and the experiences yow have had of me , and 
ro your Elders , and to the whole Church ; who ever reproved me of 
evill > and Je recommended me to ethers, and for four years time 1 
walked with th:m at Rehoboth , who al/o ſhould have reproved me if 
under Sin; but when it pleaſed the Lord to canſe me toheay his voice, 
end I ſeparated from thems , wbich was occaſimed by an unrighteous 
AF of theirs as | judged, which Was, that ſcu:nof the Brethren 
ſhouldpaſ an Att of Almonition upon a Brother without th: Conſent 
of the reſt , we being 23 innumber , who might all in one hours ſpace, 
sf in bealth , have come together, ſo When I heard of it I Went to Mr, 
Newman, and told him of the evill Which he , and the other ſix had 
done, he told me they were the Church Repreſentative , and if 4 of them 
had done it , it had been a Church Ad; when this comes tothe Cor- 
gregation , With much a doe , he got five more to himſelf, and then they 
were 12, andweeleven, thentiey owned themſelves ro be the Church, 


aud 
—- 
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2 
and ſo bean t1deal with me for 5 they had abuſed the Chwch , 
ard had took-from them their power , wheren on | rold them 1 ould 
Yor,0R1Ce them Z and net have any more fellow hip with thems . 111] ce 
ther they ſaw their Sin, or I further light ; after which asvers others 
to the number of ſeven, or exp hr fell off from them, and we met once 2 
week , and ever; firſt day, and (7 continued for a long [{ace of time , 
yea and the day Was known when we int-xded to be Bartized, and there 
were many Witneſſes obſerving our F aith and Order , and yet no: one 
M.in or Woman of Mr.Newmans c:mpany that ever came to d:al with 
me for evill , neither in Judgment , #or Pratt:ce , untill a long time a/- 
ter that appotntment of our Lord was diſpencea;, Thas 1 {ay | When 
1 had ſeparated from them , and a long time after, l wnderſtaod by thrir 
Meſſenger that they intended to proceed againſt me , ſo 1 defired 15+ 
meſſenger to tell me for what evill, he told me 1 ſhauld kuew When | 
come there, ſo I ſent one of their own Brethren to tell them from mc, 
though I ewned them not as Brethrew , yet if any Nan or Woman ha1 
onght againſt me , 1 wonld come to them, although they had nt Ac't 
with me according to any ruls ; but none Came 19 me , nor charged me 
With any evill ; and When npox occaſion I c:me before all the ( annve- 
ration , and ſtrangers , 1 demanded for What cauſe it Was tha' (hoy 
rroceeded agamſt me , ſcing 1 had ſent ro then: before, and 19 man arcu- 
/cdme; Ar. Newman told me, it was for non appearance ; ani now 
1::4ge of the evill in your own way , ana that for my Excon,mnication 
as you callit , I am by you renudred that wicked perſon ; as fer the 
ſ»[pition of that moſt abominable evill of uncleanneſs, and Adultery , 
which many think I am guilty cf, by reaſon of ſome perſons ſpeeches , 
! deſire tobleſs my Lord , Who bath cauſed me to dexy all uncleanxe;: 
aud wickedneſs , and Ged forbid that ] ſhould take the Members «f 
Chyr/f, and make th:-m the Members of an Harlot, ard I challen?» al 
Alen and Women that dare ſtand before the judgment ſet of the Lord, 
to come forth, and ſay if they ever heard unclean words proceed out of 
my mouth , or any unſeemly geſture , mich leſs attion, to avy iz my 
life at Salem , Seacunck, or elſwhere, Jea let them come ferth be. 
fore any to meet me 111 private, or prblick , npon any friends requeſt 
without the Magiſtrates Warrant ; but 1 remember my Lord Was cal- 
led Belzebub , and what thongh / be called an Adulterer , or W:tch , 
or Blaſpbem:r , and et evy one (aith what he pleaſetb , jer 1 j[and be- 
fore the judgment of my rd; And whereas 1t Was alſo reported 
I Baptized Geedwife Bowdiſh naked , ] bleſs the Lord he bath rau7hr 
me to fe that Which 15 comly , and of good report , yea and | know a 
F | Alan 
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Man , or Woman may be droWned mm their Cloatbes, or buryed in eavth 
with their ( luather, but that ſhe had comly ga: ments from the C1:wn 
of hcr bc.id to the [ule of her foot , many being preſcit with her } uſ- 
bar can teſtific «#4 ;f any be pleaſed toreproich me beh:na my bh, 
ard ot fo ſpeak to my face, let thens ko the Lora &-0Ws ho to elle 
ter th: 11.0047 , wwto when I commit! my /. if, with my prayers tv jou, 
and -M , Yours Still ar formerly toc ninand 1's ad 
Lawfali thi-ge 
Obediat He lines. 


Whilſt he ( through the ſpirit of the Lord that reſted upon tin) 
bore theſe bloody ftrokes with ſo cheerfull a ipirit as if he tet tlc 
not, divers o*the ſtanders by, beboijding, it were lo affeted wit: {wn 
that when he was looſed could not forbear to come co him, aid ty 
ſhake him by the hand, thereby to manifeit their rejoycing with 
him, that the Lord had ſupported him ; but in'ormation [creo 
being given to the Magiſtrates, warrants were ſent forth ( as 1« re- 
ported to the number of 13 ) whereupon ſome through fear were 
tain to hide themſelves, and being ſtrangers, to haſten away , vr 
change their habit, two of them were taken as aforeſaid , cl:ar 15 
to ſay Jobs Sprr , and vId Tohn Hazell, and committed to priton 
as the Warrant herewith declares. 


To the Keeper or his Deputy. 
1D 7 vi»tu: hereof you are to ruke into your cuſtody, and ſafe keeping, 
_Jcbe body of Tohn Spur for a hainons offence by him commit: ed, 
her cof not to fail, Dated the 5the of the 7th. Month 1651. | aheats 
fo into yr ſafe keeping Tohn Hazell. By the Court, 
INCREASE NOTE L. 


7chn Spur profeſt tome, and before many Witneſſes , that hiis 
heart was ſo taken with what he ſaw and heard, that he could not 
bur go to him, take him by the hand, and bleſſe the Lord who 
had been ſo preſent with him, but to ſave mea labor his own 
words here tolloweth. | 

Mr. Corron(laith he) in his Sermon 1mmediatly before the Conrt 
gave their Sentence againſt M.C/:rk,Obediah Holmes and [oby Crar- 
d.lt,affirmed, that denying Infants Baptiſm would overthrow all; % 
this was a capitall offence ; and thereiore they were ſoul-murtherers; 
when there:ore the Governor M. Tobs Indicor came into theCourt bo 
pals 


( 27 
paſs Sentence againſt them, he ſaid thus, you deſerve to dy , but this 
vie agreed upon, that Mr.Clarke ſhall pay 20 li. Fine , ard 04.1 » 
Holmes 30 lt. Fine, and fo. Cran 2:4 5 li. Fine-, and to remain in 
p:iſun untill their Fines be either payed or ſecurity piven ſor tl em . 
or elſe they are all of them to be well whipped ; V.hew (5. 15.44 
Holmes was brought forth ro receive his Sentence, he detired of 
the Magiſtrates , that he might hold forth the pround of hs pra- 
ctice; but they refuſed to let him ſpeak, and commanded the 
whipper to do his Office ; then the whipper began co pull off tits 
Cloathes, upon which Oveaiah Holmes tail, Lord lay not this 
1jr unto their charge ; and ſothe whipper beganto lay on with his 
whip; upon which Ovcaiah Holmes ſaid, O Lord i beivech thee ty 
manijeſt chy power inthe weakneſſe o: thy Creature ; te nuther 
myving nor (trring art all for the firckes, brake ou: into thete £x- 
prettions, Bleſſed and praiſed be the Lord , and thus be cirrved 16 
rotheend, and went away rejoicingly; 1 /obn Spur deins vrelent, 
:t did take ſuch animpreſlion in my Spirit to truſt in Goe, and ro 
walk according to the light that God had communicated ca me, and 
not © tear what man could do unto me; that 1 went to the man({ be- 
2s inwardly afteted with what 1 faw any hears ) and with a 
joytull countenance took him by -the hand when he wes trum 
the Poſt, and ſaid, praiſed be che Lord; and fo 1 went along 
with him to thepriton ; and preſently that day there was intorma- 
c10N given to the Court what I had ſaid and done; and allo a war- 
rant was preſently granted out that Cay to arcſt both my fel: and 
Ion Hazel, which was executed on the morrow morning up.zn us , 
and ſo we were brought to the Court and examined; the Gover- 
nour asked me concerning Obeaiah Heolmes, accorcing 3s he was 
informed by old Mr. Cole , and Thmas Lutiolrh, 0. my taxing of 
him by the hand , and imiling , and I did then treely declare what 
i did, and what I ſaid , which was this; Ofearte- Holmes, laid], 
I do louk upon as a Godly man; and do affirm that {e carryed bhim- 
ſelf as did become a Chriſtian, under to ſad an affliction ; and his 
attlition did to affet my Soul, that 1 went to him being trom 
the Poſt, and ſaid, bleſſed be the Lord , but faid the CGovernour 
what do you apprehend concerning the cauſe for which he tuffered? 
my Anfwer was , that 1 amnot able to judce or it, then faid the 
Governour, we will deal with you as we have dealr with im, 1 
iaid unto him again LR in the hands of God , then Mr. Swp-:r5 
a Mapiftrate ſaid , you ihall know you are in the hands of Men; 


_ 
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the Governour then ſaid , keeper take him, and ſo1 was preſently 
carried away to priſon. | 

The nex* day about one of the Clock I was ſent for apain into the 
Court; the Governour(being then about to go out of the Cour, 
when I came in * delivered this ſpeech to me; ſaid he, you mit 
pay 40 ſhi'lingsor be whipped ; 1 ſaidthento thoſe of the Court 
that remained, that if any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian let him glgritie 
Gol in this behalf, then I deſired to know what Law I had broke, 
and whatevill I had done, but they produced no Law, only chey 
produced what the two witneſſes had ſworn againſt me ; my ſpcec!; 
chereto was this, my practice and cariage is alowed by the wor 
ot Cod for it is written in Rem. 12. B- like affectionrd one towards q- 
exther , rejoJce with th:m that reJoJce; and if is contrary to my ludg- 
ect and Conſcience to pay a peny : then laid Mr. Bezda/, 1 will 
pay it for him, and there preſented himſelf, I anſwered then anc 
{:1d, I thanked him for his love, but did believe it was no acceptable 
ſervice, for any man to pay a peny for me in this cate; yet notwith- 
ttanding the Court accepted of his profer, and bid me be gone, then 
came /2bn Haz:U to be examined. 

Toby Spur. 


Here followeth the teſtimony of thoſe that came in againſt me. 
1 Cole being tn the Market place , When Obediah Holmes 
came from the Whipping Poſt , lohn Spur came and met him preſently. 
lugking in his face , ſaying , Bleſſed be God for thee Brother , and /0 
did ro with him , Laugbing #201» him up towards the priſon , Which was 
very grieve to me toſee him harden the man in bis fin , and ſhewins 
wHch contempt of Authority by that cariage , as if hs: had been 1n- 
ty punithed, and had ſuffered as a righteous min, under a tyra:- 
n:call Governmene Depoſcd before the Conrt the 5th, of the 75th. M. 
165 1, Increaſe Nowell. 


{ Thomas Buttolph dia /ee Iohn Spur come to Obediah Holmes , 
fo fon 5 he came from the Whipping Poſt , laughing in his face , and 
£9119 along With him towards the Priſon to my great prief to ſeo him 
kard:n him 51 his fin, aud ts ſhew ſuch a contemnt of Authority. Depo- 
ſed the 5uhs of the 7th. Month 1651. Before the Court. 

Increaſe Nowell. 


As for John Haxell, to my knowledge , although he had 
ſome 
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ſume occaſion of buſineſs in theſe? parts, yet the main buſi- 
nels that drew him hither, was to viſic the priioner , whom 
he at this time tvok by the hanl, who was indeed his neer 
Neighbour , lived in the ſame Town together, walked toge- 
ther in the ſame tellowſhip , aad faith ofthe Goſpell, and had ther 
hearts knit together 'in a more than ordinary necr bond 07love, and 
as a manifeſtation thereof, he undertote ſo prear a journey { it be- 
ins between jourty and tity mites) to vitit him , he veing infil- 
poſed by reaſon of his ape tor ſuch an undertaking ( being b«tvce: 
three and tourſcore years old ) and when he was there un*-r":in- 
dins it would not be long before bethou!d ſuffer,out of the (217% cons 
cer love , could not leave him before it was over ; who ally accoHn- 
panied him from the Priſon ro the Polt, and ſo back again, now 
tor him , only for taking his friend by the hand , when he had jurſe- 
red his puniſhment, and was Jooſed from the Poſt, to be thus hand- 
icd, ſhall not the Nations that know not civility , that neith;cy 
fear God nor reverence man, be aſtoniſhed at this? it tis be ro dg 
to others as we would that others ſhould do to us, which is the 
1.4'v and the Prophets, the command of Chriſt and his Ap-i{tles, 
ſetall true Chriſtians judge ; the Man being old did profeſſe, as 1 
was informed, That if they ttould have lzid the ſtrokes upon him , 
:hey would certainly have killed him, which I know ceized nor a 
'1:ttlg upon him, and how far what was done had influence into his 
cath, the Lord onely knowes ; tor as is before 1a1d, the ſame day 
1e went forth, he fell ſick, and within ten dayes he died ; The Lord 
orant that no part of his death may be laid to their charge, and thac 
they may ſee the exceeding greatneſle of the evill of chirſting after 
the blood of the Innocent, before the Lord come torth to avence ir, 
and as to that ſtory I ſhall ſay no more, but leave the Reader to [11s 
own relation ,which partly in Priſon,and partly upon his death Bed, 
as may be perceived,he wrote and left behind him , with an intent ir 
!hculd be publiſhed. The relation followeth, writ and ſubſcribed 


1th his own hand. 


A Relation of my being brought before the Magiſtrates the 6th of the 
| 7th Monerth, 1 6 5 & 


my uſe, was attached or arreſted by the Marſhall, by virtue of a 


Warrant from the Court, to appear in the Court,and there to an- 
| F 3 {ver 


; | Going from place to place, to buy and take up commodities for 
: 
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iwer ior a hiph miſlemeanor KS a by me,and coming into the 
Court(wluch was then privatly keptin the Chamber )they asked n.e 
divers quettions, amongſt which this was one z Wuether I did think 
CaatCoe 84 1 [mes did well or not, in comming among them to 
baprize, and au miniſter the Sacrament, laying this to my charve, 
thac I was one with him, and of the ſame judgement, and whetlier i 
did chink he did well, or no, in his fo carrying himſelf; to which ! 

aniwered, I had here aothing to doe with chat which ancther Man 
did, but I was here to anſwer for what I my ſclt had committed - 
6311 their Law ; then jaid they,you bave cffended our Law, and 
Lave contemned Authority , f..r you took him by the hand, ard 
did countenance him in his ſin, ſoſoon as he was: gone from the 
Yo{t, to which I ſaid, If T have broken any Law of the place, ©; 
what 1 then did, I am willing to ſubmit unto puniii ment ; yea 1aiv 
the Covernour,you took him by the hand, did you not ? and {pax: 
£9 him, what ſaid you? did you not lay fo and fo? Bleſſed be od, 
&Cc. I o which I ſaid, 1 ſhall re:er my :elf unto the reſtimonies tr 
may or can be brought apainſt me ; well, ſaid the Governour, wzc 

ſhall find Teſtimony enough againſt you ; take him to you Keeprr 

and we will call you forth in pu»lick tor that we doe with you w-: 
will proceed in publick with you, and (o I went to Priſon. T his wa: 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the firſt time | was called before chem ; t!:c 
nextday being the laſt day of the we:k, and the laſt day o! ticir 
Court, [| was in expectation all the tOrencon to be called torth, bu: 
was not, ſo after dinner, witen (as it appeareth ) che Court was ri- 
ſen, and ſome of the Magiſtrates departed, I was ſent for again into 
che Chamber, where was rhe Governor with th: ee others , /c.l. Mr. 
Bellingham, Mr. H:bbins, and Mr. Encrexſe Nowell, as ſoon as I was 
come into the room, the Governour read my Sentence , which was, 
that I muſt pay 40 \h. or be well whipt,and ſo immediately he depar- 
ted, and when he was gone (for I could not have time be'ore) 1 an- 
ſwered, that [ deſired the privilege of an Engliſh Subj. &, which was 
to be tryed by the Country, to wir, a Jury, and to be mace to appear 
(it they can) to be a Tranſgreſſor by a Law: To which they f:id. | 
had contemned Authority, and they had a Law to puniſh ſuch, and 
ſaid they, you did ſhew your contempt of Authority in that you d:d 
take ſuch a perſon by the hand, as ſoon as he was from the Poſt. To 
which I an{wered, I] could not doe that which Idid in contempt to 
Authority, ſeeing he had {atisfied the Law to the ſull, and was cc- 


parted from the place of tuffering ; and in the next place _ [ 
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did, 1 did unto him as my rms And further I ſiid, if ] hall tae 
ken him by the hand ſo toon as he was looted trom the Pl 4 
had led him out of the Town, I ſhouid net have broken any 7. +4 
cither of God or Man, To chis eficv 6214, That there was a Low tn 
41] Courts of Juſtice, b»th in O11 Ze and other Commer oe 
to puniih contempt of Authoricy, and fo! avithey fuch a Liv a- 
mons themſelves; To which i i-id, Firm Old Ext »7, and in 
other places they had ſuch a Law 1 detyed nor, but tlar Low 
ally was both Enacted and oublithed, | ut whac Law lave 1 Erie 1 
intaking my Friend by the tans, when he was free, and bad t by 
fied the Law ? To tins they rephicd, That he had not faristiesg « 
Keeper ; To this Ianlwered, Tit he had talked wich Is Revp. , 
and there was ſome Apreement berxeen thein, and fo in that {on F: 
al:o not under the Law,but tree: | hen ſaid they, if you weu'd }; ve 
ſhewed kindneſſe unto yourFriend.you might have fortorn in a7 
place. and done it more privately, To which I anſwered, ij anc 
not but that place was as tree as another, he having ſitr-fi:4 tle 
Law. The Teſtimony that was given by Mr. «© we was thi. 7 7. 
/ ſaw /ohn Hazell t.:%C Obediah Holmes 53 che hang bat wit b 


ſaid ! ca»ot rell ; this is the Subltance of all the proceedings un:ill 


the laſt day at night, and chen they f..id | ſhould be whipped , b::r 
ſaid tome of their Officers, the \Whipper cannot be found, then t'1cy 


commanded that they ſhould be ready by the ſecond day mornias, 


and then I did expect tobe called torch, but neither that day, nor 
the third, nor fourth, was I called, bur am as | underſtand reiers ci 
unto the 5th day, to be more publick in che view of che World, and 
when the 5th day came, as I had many before , ſo alſo then, ti::c 
would have paid the Fine, if I would give my content, which I de: 
nyed co doe,and fo ſet my telf by the power 0: Chrilt to ſut-r wha: 
{ould be inflicted upon me, but when Noon camel was to! | 
(;ould not ſuffer whipping, yer not having a dil. harge, | div not 
look to be freed untill the Keeper told me, I might goe about my 
buſineſle ; then I demanded a diicharge ( meaning under the Va- 
oiſtrates hands) ſo he bad me goe, he would diſchurge 
ue. 

The ſtrokes 1 was enjoyned by the Court to have, were 10 wich 
a tliree-corded whip, the very ſame number ] underitand, that the 
worſt MalefaRors that were there puntihed had,” of which ſome 
were guilty of common Whoredom, other of forcing a tittle Child, 
and one 1ndian for coyning of money ; thus tar have you a relati. 
On 
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on according to my beft remembrance fromr he firſt to the laſt,o! al! 
the paſſages concerning this matter ; By me John Haz:/, written 
with mine own hand in Beoſfox Priſon, the 13 day ofthe 7th iu. 
neth, 1651- 

A Py cript, Since wrot, I underſtand there is a report that 1 
was willing to pay my Fine, and that the Magiſtrates would n9t 
accept of it without I were willing. Gentle Reader, be plealed t9 
underſtand that this is falſe, for it was without my conſent or ap- 
probation ; And furthcr underſtand, That the Fine-was taken by 
them, upon the proier or Mr. Bend/l tor /ohn Spur, it was will:ng- 
ly accepted by the Magiſtrates, and approved of, although 1» 
$pur did to their taces contradidt it, and oppoſe it ; therefore good 
Reader beleeve not ſuch reports. | 

By me /ob» Haz:/ 


Now of what hath been ſpoken in this Narrative ( Reader ) th:; 
1s the ſum. 

I 1 Hou maiſt underſtand that the next morning after we three. 

being (trangers,were come to our iriends houſe at | in where 
we lodged ( it being two miles out of the town } we were pcrlu- 
cd and allo apprehended by the Conſtables under the name 9: cr- 
ronious perlons being ſtrangers, and by that power were caried 
(after a full and clear manifeſtation of our untreeneſs) unto (heir 
Afſembly, then co Priſon, and aiter a while were alto brought 
before their Judgment ſeat ; in which two Aſſemblies, ro which we 
were forced , they drew forth matter enough as they conceived ty 
make us tranſpreſlors, & thereupon proceeded to lentence us with- 
out producing either Accuſer , Witneſs, Iury , Law of God, or 
man , whereby either we might appeer to be guilty , or they to be 
juſt and juſtified in their proceedings againſt us. 

2 Aiter we were thus perſued, and apprehended under the name 
of erronious perſons and ſtrangers, and dy their Court condem- 
ned and tentenced as Herericks or ſciſmaticks, a motion being made 
by their Governour rouching a diſcourie with titeir Miniſters , was 
readily accepted by us, and often repeated, and as otten promiſed 
by them , but yet could not be obtained,as is here at large to be 
ſeen. . 

3 Although through the mercifull hand of our God upon us, v': 
had wronged no man, corrupred no man, defrauded no man , as 
he, cogether with our Conſciences, then did , and ſtill to this day, 


dy 
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19 hear us witneſs yet beſides the excecdins preat 195 and dot: i- 
ment otherwiſe ſuſtained , we had all no Joubt mot with 25 re! 
Sourgings as his faichtull ſervants of old, bad not ele nrovidert 
\:nd of our God ſo dii/pyſed the hearts of 195m: of our tend, ©, 
lay down our ranſfome, by which two did eſcape ; and this did <1 - 
Lently appear in the cluira who came under their zecious, vet rs 
utets hands, and receiv:d from them $6 {iripes above the retira: 
ofthe lews, as writers report, yea and tuch-enirt nn ent no 
doubt ſhould ſtrangers or Angels from Heaven, vea Ch:itt lefis 
1m:ſclf have received at their hands, it they could eff-t ir, in cai? 


'chev ſhould have come among them,and not ſubmicted,( « itis not 


»0.4;ble they ſhould ) unto that golden, and g 5-104 I-10 1 
:k-nels of the worſhip and way of God appoitited by Cliriil ih cl 
they bave let up. 

+ When this faichfull Martyr and Wieneſs, that Chrit? 5 the 
Lord, had bornthis fourſcore and ten |trip-s cruvily lad on, nw! 
only with a patient mind , but with an exceeding 6rear joy of 110 
holy ſpirit, as the ſpeRators could not buc diicern, and was log» 
{.d rom the Poſt , and was going to Prifoi av2in, tome beings in- 
v.ardly moved with joy in beholding che pracious fipo wt rhelt 
che Lord afforded him { as they have afFrmed ) could not bear 
ro take him by the hand , for which thing ſake two vi thin we: 
apprehended & ſentenced to pay each of them 49 s or els be wintpc- 
Let theARors themſelves, and all that peruſe their practice f. r cau- 
tions ſake conſider , whether the ſpirit by which ther are led thvs 
toact benort very like unto, 1t not the ſame wh:ich is iten, Reve 
13. .1ing the ſecond Baſt that as ole ny out of the Ertl witch ba v 
two hornes libe a L,:mb , yet ſpate lil a Dragon, iK£4 excrciſed ai 
the power of the firſt Beaſt that was b fore him, caul. an livily Imare 
to be made uxto him, an+ f-rced the Earth mater thit dwdl her:- 
re, b:th ſmall and great, Tic9 1.4 por, free ant bord, to Worſhip his Is 
mare, ardtha: roman m oltb- , or fell (ave he, that hal the 
1:81 he, or the ame , or the rumh:y of bis 4m. Here is \Wil- 
Gd: m ! and let ſuch as deſire tron their heares to live (30!y in 
Chriſt leſus, and do as rea!ly exyeR to iutffer with Chriſt in i115 
pretent evill World , as they do co reign with him in that good 
\\'orld which vetis to come, let {uch I tay confider, and i var ful 
1n mind theſe expreilions , Revel. 13. 1c. He that l-rferh inci Cd = 
rely ſhall ooimco! aptivity , Fe th oarkiiceh wirh to Sword muſt be 
tiled with the Sword; here is (te patic;ice a4. faatbo' tne N ints. 
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34 
Rev. 12« 11. And they overcame kim by the blond of the Lims 
a»:d by the Word of their Teſtimony, and they loved not their lives nto 
the death. 

Rev. 6.9,10,11. J/:wund:r the Altar the Souls of thrm th 1; 
Were ſ/4in for the ppora of (od , and for the teſtim11;y which they þ(] \ 
* And they cryed w th 7 l;ud votcoſaming ,, how Lng hily axd trac il; 
th:u not jraze ana avorge our bl,od on them that awel im he Larth ; 
(CC | 

Rev. 20. 4, »nd 1] [aw the Sculs if tnem that w-re b: h:adcd for 
the Witneſs of "e's , 2nd for the Ward of God, and which hid 9: 
Wer/hiped the Beaſt, netth.r his Image, neither had received th: 
marke wi on theix forch: ads, er inthetr vands, and they lived aid 
reigned with Cir ft ath:uſand y:ars. 

And now :oralmuch as it was boldly affirmed by a Solicitor to; 
New-t ngland, and that in the Councell Chamber befqgre that [1 
nourable Committee there aſſembled in Councell , that men in 
N:w- Engl :»4 miglit freely inj»y their underſtandings, and C.n- 
ſciences, provided they walk civilly among them, and that they that 
ſuffered of late , did not ſuffer for their Conſciences bu: for tv:;m- 
mi;demeanor, thereby endeavouring to poſſeſs thoſe noble bre::: 
with that which is talſe ; therefore think it neceſſary ( both !-r 
the Vindication of truth , and to the end that tuch worthy per ©:15 
may not be taken with, or deceived by fuch unwortliy reports, tv 
as to be drawn to countenance perions that walk ina way that thev 
are aſhamed in plain and open terms to profeſs, and acknowlc:/;:c. 
tor theſe ends I ſay I think it neceſſary to produce their Laws, :: 
leaſt ſuch as ſpeak to the matter in queſtion, whereby thele tu 
things will plainly appear. 

1 That they thac will not, or elſe in Conſcience towar«'s 
God cannat conform to their worſhip, or ſuſpend the wor- 
ſhip 0: God as their Souls are perſwaded, are by the au- 
thority of their Laws to be forced to the one, and reſtrained rom 
the other , and chat the Magiſtrate is thereby not only juſtificd in, 
out alſ:» injoyned unto, ſuch a proceeding againſt them , although 
the men otherwiſe walk not only as civilly or ſoberly as themielves, 
but allo righreoulſly, and Godly in this preſent evill World , and 
are ſuch indecd as are a Law to theml-lves. 

2 Although they have Laws thus to proceed to force all to tl: 
worſhip,& to reſtrain thoſe that differ from them , from that wor- 
ſhip to waich thcis Souls are perſwaded, yet in our cate they were 
: {0 
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:o far tranſported with zeal, that, what they did unto us , they did 
v.ithourt Law, yea againſt thoſe Cautions which their own Lciwe 
lave provided, | 


= > 
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(ert.iin Lawes eſt.:bliſhed tn tl eCyilony o! the M.thatule s 5 
New-England, and draws forth(- y corſtraxt to: vow that tre As 
thority rhere eStabliſhed carnot perm! min, tho ob of 1c Ter [18:11 
ſeber , and peaceable a Spirit and L fo f-cely to er:69 their 9 lev - 
ſtandings and conſcierces or y*t to live, 37 Come .:10''9 . hem, wxaleſſc 
they (An aoe As they doe, ani ſay as they ſay or elle {ay -.ot- ing, ad jo 
may amen live at Rome alſo. 


T is ordered by this Court, and the Authority here” , 
That no mans lite ſhall be taken away; nv mans honour or SHU 
name ſhall be ſtayned; no mans per:on ſhall be arreſted, r-:tr ain- 
ed,baniſh-d,diſmembred nor any wayes puniſhed; ng man thal! be 
deprived of his wite or children, no mans govds or eſtates ſhail be 


taken away from him; nor any wayes indamaped under colour o: 


Law or countenance of Authoritie, unleſle it be by vertue,or equity 
ot ſome expreſſe Law of the Country warrantins che ſame, eitabit- 
|:ed by a General Court.and ſufficient]: publiſhed; or in caſe of the 
defect of a Law in any particular caſe,by the word of God. +nd un 
capitall caſes, or in caſes concerning diſmembring, or ban:ſhment, 


according to that word to be judged by the General Court, ice p.1. 


For the [upryeſſiny of As .bapti?s, 

It is ardered by this Court and Authority thereof, that if any per- 
ſon or perions within this {uriſdiction ſhall either openly condemn 
or oppoſe the baptizing of Infants,or goe abour ſecretly to 1educe 0- 
hers trom the approbation or uſe thereof, or ſhal! purpoſely deparr 
rhe Congregation at the adminiſtration of that Ordinance; or ſhall 
deny the Ordinance of Magiltracy, or their lawfull right or aut h«+ 
rity to make war,or puniſh the outward breaches of the firſt Table, 
and ſhall appear te the Court wil ully and obſtinately to continue 
therein, after due means of conviction, every ſuch perion or perſons 
ſhall be ſentenced to Baniſhment. ſce pap 2. 

Avant Bl:iþhemy, be: 1p 4A capital ir an/vy. [$1993., 
It is ordered, that if any perſon within this Luriidiftion,whet her 
Chriſtian or Pagan, ſhall wittingly an willingly preſume ro BLAS- 
PHEME the holy Name of God, Father,Son, or Holy-Ghoſt,wi: h 
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BEN | 
dire&,expreſſe, prefumptuous,or high-handed blaſphemy, either b+ 
wiltvil or obttinate denying the true God, or his Creation, or G- 
Verin.int Gf the w-'rld : or ſhall curſe God in like manner, or re- 


Droac:: i]: Lots [* Chir nmn of God. as ii 1r were but a politick (6: 


viceio kuip ignorant menimanxe; or flall utter any other kind «.: 
Bl..jpi ey a: tle le nature and degree, they {Lall be pur t: 
Deatt. Lv. 24:-15,16-.SCCP Fo 

{or ife mmenyſo Pub. fo elurceeta Cherch end Comm eWoul | 

Ic 1s ordered by tis Corrt, ind the Authority ther ater; 
Inbatitin, ſhot hence rt: contribute to all charges butts hun 
& Cemonwenlt; wiereo he duth-or may receive tenctit :; and oe 
rv ſvch Inhatirang v ho ſhall not voluntarily contribute propertty- 
nibly to lis abijire n !th the recinea of the ta eVown foall non 
charges, both Ctvii and Eccleftaliical, ! all be compeiled ilcreto bi 
aicfiment and d. frets to be levyed by the Conſtable or othcr OfF- 
cer of the Fown as in other calcs : and that the lands and eliaice 
all men (wherever they dwell} thall be rated for all Town chi: oc 
both Cir] and Eccieftattial as a oreliid, where the lands and cliatcs 
fhail lye : their p-rfons where they dwell. Sce p. 9. 

L wes Eccle/te{ticall. 

1 Ailthe people of Gud within this Juriſdiction , who are n«: 
ina Church way, and be orthodox in judgement, and rot {canca- 
Jovs in {:te, {hall have full liberty to gather themſelves into aCl.urcl 
citzre, provided they doe it ina Chriſtian way, with due oblervati- 
on to the rules of Chriſt revealed in his word. Provided allo that 
the General Court doth not, nor will hereafter approve of any {uh 
companies of men as ſhall joyn in any pretended way of Churcii 
fellowſhip, unlels they ſhall acquaint the Magiſtrates and the Ei: 
Ges oO: the neighbour Churches where they intend to joyn, ans 
hive their approbation therein 

2 And it is further ordered, that no perion being a member o! ary 
Church which ſhall be gathered without the approbation of thc 
Maoiftrates and the ſaid Churches, ſhall be admitted to the Iree- 
dom of this Common- wealth. 

3 Every Church hath al © free liberty to excerciſe all the Ord:- 
nances of God according t« the rules of the Scrip ure 

4 Every Clurch l:ath tree liberty of eleRtion and ordination «©! 
ail her Officers from time to time. Provided they be able, pious and 
orthodox. Now the queſtion is who ſhill judge of theſe words of 
reſtraint, Chriſtian way, rules ot the Scripture, word of God , able 
and orthodox. That 


- 
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33 That if any Chriſtian (ſo called) within this Turi'CiRion ſhall 
conremprroully behave himtelf rowacd the Word prezchud, or ihe 
Neſſengers thereot called ro dfpenic the fimein anv Conprocitie 
on;when he doth Faith uliy execute his Service & Ore thirty ts 


cording tothe will and word vi God erherby im rrupting HH in 


his preacliins, or by charging Inm 17! with gov error winch Le 


b 
i 


ati: noctaul Ntinthe open foce 07 oh incur hea ton 5» 
» 4 caſt upan 13 tru2 Goctrine or 1) 11/4 a7 reproach to tht C15 
Lonour 0. the Lord Tetus who ha: i) ent him, and to: the GHIPI3r 
ment of that his holy Oradimance,antinikinos Gods wayes cents! 
t:ble and ridiculous : that every fuck verfon or pertions C wliatic. - 
ver cenſure the Ch.rch niay paſi-) tal: tor the tirft vandal be © n- 
ienred and reproved Op:niy by (hi Mioitratear fome Licture, and 
bound tt cher good behaviour. Anvita twoond tinge they breas 
torth into the Iixe contemptuvus carriiges,, they thall eithcr Das, 
ive pounds tothe pabl:ick Treaturie; or itond two hour OPeny 
upon a block cr ſtov], tour foot Ing;;, on a [ecture day, with a Va- 

1 fixed on 1:5 brelſt, writrn in C:pi; ail lccrers | AN OPEN AND 
OBSTINATE CONTEMNER OF GODS RUGLY ODIN AS- 
CES 7] th: tothers may tear and be aſhamed of breaking our 1nts) 
the like wickedneſs. ; 

14 It iy ordered and decreed by this Court and Authority there - 
of, That whereſvever the miniſtry of tie word 15 +{tabiitheod ac- 
cording to the order oi the foſpell throughout it! 15 'uri<di tion, 
every perion ſhall duely refortand attend thereunto repens eh, 
upon the Lords dayes, and upon ſuch publics rait-daye, and da, es 
ot Thankſgiving as are to be generally kept by the aprotnmiocn of 
Au: hority : and if any perſon within this lurigtction {hall wit! oy © 
ju!t and neceſſacy caute witkdraw himſcitirom hearins tle publi x 
miniſtry of the word, a'ter due nicans ©: conviction uſed , he fi:a'l 
torte1t. tor his abſence from every ſuck pubiick mecting 5 thi.ling». 
All ſuch offences to be heard ana determined by any one Macyltratc 
vr more from time to time. 

15 It is ordered by this Court, That the civil Authosite hore £714) 
bliſhed hath power and liberty to ſee the peace, ordir ins and 
rules of Chritt to be obſerved in every Church acc. ins to bis 
word.” -.s alſo todeal with any church-member in a way of avil 
juſtice notwithſtanding any church relation, office, ar intereſt: fo it 
he done ina civiland not in an eccleſiaſtical way. Nor Gail any 
clurch cenſure degrade or depote any man frum any civil dignity, 
, | >; orice 
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office or authority he ſhall have in the Common-wealth. 

It is ordered, that from henceforth all lands , cattle, and other 

eſtates of any kind whatſoever, ſhall be lyable to be rated co al 

common charges whatſoever, either for the Church, Town or C5. 

mon-wealth in the ſame place where the eſtat« is from time t:; 

time. ſee pag. 18, 19, 244 
Hereſic. 

Although no humane power be Lordover the Faith and Conſcience; 
of Men, aud therefore may not conſtrain them to b:leave or pr-ſe/; 
arainſt thr Conſciences : yet becauſe ſuch as bring in damnav(: 
berefies, tending to the ſubverſion of the Chriſtian Faith, and a:- 
ftrutticn of the ſoules of men, ought duty to be reſtrained from ſuc) 
no'or:ous impiety, It is therefore ordered and decreed by th: 
Comrt . 

FT har if any Chriſtian within this Iuri{dition ſhall go about 
to ſubvert an deſtroy the chriſtian Faith and Religion, by broach- 
ing or maintaining any damnable hereſie; as denyin, the immor- 
tality of the +oul, or the reſurrection of the body, or any fin to be 
repented of in the Regenerate, or any evil done by the outwar! 
man to be ::ccounted fin: or denying that Chriſt gave himſelf a 
Ranſom tor our ſins , or ſhall firm that we are no: juſtified by 
his Death and Righteouineſle, bur by the perteRion of our ow! 
works ; or ſhall deny the morality of the tourth comandement, «r 
ſhall indeavour to leduce others to any the hereſies aforemento9- 
ned, every ſuch perſon continuing obſtinate therein; aſter due 
means of conviction, ſhall be !entenced ro Baniſhment. ſee pag. : 4. 

Diſturbing of Churche.. | 

Ir is ordered and decreed by this Court, and theAuthority thereo!, 

hat if any perſon, whether in Church-fellowſhip or not , ſhall poe 
aboutto deſtroy or diſturb the orders & pcace of theChurches cita- 
bliſhed in this Juriſdition,by open renouncing cheirChurchi.Eſtare, 
or their Miniſtry, or other ordinances diſpenced in them, either 
upon pretence that the Churches were not planted by any new 4- 
poſtles, or that ordinances are for carnall Chriſtians, or babes it 
Chriſt, and not tor ſpirituall, or illuminated perſons, or upon any 0+ 
ther ſuch like grounded conceit,every ſuchperſon,who ſhal be found 
culpable herein, after due means of conviction, ſhall forfeit to che 
publick Trealury forty ſhillings for every moneth,ſo long as he con- 
tinues in that his obſtinacy. 
T orture 
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Tortarc. 


That no man ſhall be beaten with above torty ſtripes fi; 056 


Fatat one tim?. Nor ſhall any man be puaiihed with wir": + 
except he have not otherwiſe to antwer tie Law, untetſe |: (he 
be very ſhametfull, & his courſe 0: lie vi: tous & profigateic. p52. 
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The Teſtimeny of John Clarke , Ovediah Holn; -- 
and John Crandall, Priſruers a: | thou 7 Non to 
lan 1, COUCEr rtf the fatth and of d2r oi 32 Guſt: 1 1.4), = 
Jeſs the Lord, a\ the ſ.ime mas laid ity 141 FEOF Cr ttd S 
048, and profiered to Le optaiy and, | 
all gtn-ſayers : whe 110-1E wocel e339 fur þ {00S 1: GO I 
it: ,0w azatiiby tie afureſurd | Yn QGlatknreuiened 
ticularly, ant ftrifidy excamined by ile Word of Gut, a. 7 
T ejl 1 w9ny of Jeſus, an” therevy, { US 15 here at lire i» ve 

ſees) courrmed ard jujlithed. 
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The firſt Concluſion. 


CT Teftifie that Teſus of Nazareth, whom God hath raiſed from 
the dead, 1 made bt! Lord 4 Chritt ] you may lee tits teltt- 
mony clearly, and plentifully witneffed and confirmed by the Scrip- 
tures of Truth ; for Firſt, chat God raifed him from the dead, 1p- 
pears by the teſtimony of 12 choten Witneſles, As 2. 24. 3 2. This 
Jeſus, ſay they, hath God railed up, whereo: we are Witneſſes, 10 
alſo chr. 3.15. Andbeing alive again he was ſeeen ot above 500 
Brethren art once beins faithfull Witneſſes, Children that will not 
lie, fee 1 Cor. 15. 6. And laſt of all he was ſeen of Pa. whom he 
ſent to the Gentiles, fee 1 © or. 15.8. Acts 22.18, 21. And this 3s 
layd by P2*7 as the foundation 9: the hope ofthe //racl of God, 
that they ſhaltbe raiſed, and ſhall ſhare in that glory that ſhalt 
then be revealed; yea it is that word of! Truth(as Peter witneſſetit) 
by which the Father of mercies doth again beret ſuch as had ſinned 
& faln ſhort 0: the glory of God, & were without hope,unto a live- 
ly hope of the glory of God, inan inheritance . incorruptible and 
undefiled, that tadeth not away, and is reſerved in heaven tyr —_ 
ce 


(49) 
ſee 1 Pt 1.3.4. And inthe ſecond place , that God hath mave 
tl1s lefus whom he harth-raiſed :ron: the dead, both Lord andChriii 
ſee it allo confirr'zd 44; the 2d, the 36. 10. 26, 2 Cor, 4 5. 
#7513. S . 

[ ikis doſes 7 fg. . th; Chift , uw Engl:ſh, tbe Ano: medOn K 
bh nn, P30 A NO CLOWN #7 ame | thet be 1s not one ly laid "(> De 
a Chriti :nd an Anviated one, which, alt though itbeanwe 
em: mn. mons men, yet may there be :CUnG many, both beiure 
Lite time of Ret. \rmativn, and ſince, upon whom this worthy nan; 
vi Chriſt, 07 Anointed one may be worthily called. as were thy: 
f b. m-> of emincncy amons the /{r«el{ ot old, as King, Priett, 4:4 

broaher and ſuch as being waſhed in the blood of the Lamb are 
Bt A: jointed, and ma: ie Kings and Prieſ's unto God, and Pr. ro- 
phets to mcn ©: mpare the 24 07. 1.21 1/70. £. 37. with R : 

19. 19.10. Ifay he is not onely a Chriſt, bur that he FI 
penrin this eminent n:me to have the preheminence, he is cal of 
the C.briſt, ſce I7ark 8. 29+ Joe 11. 27. G6. 69. 20. 3I. Wiidhin 
Ent. is the Anointed one, as will app.:.c, 11s 41. We hae 
found, f faith Ararew to Sim-;r, the 77+, bens the H.bey 
word, which Dong :nterpreted into the Ge:k Linguape, i 
5 y-<c, orthe C! Iriſt, buttencered in fm 3s inthe marge; 
is the Anointe, and hence he is calle 1; ht eg Lk. 20. the Cr ut 
0. God, or in more plain 4/7 5, th: An ined of Cod, vitable to 
this are ſuch exprefiions of the {piric vi God, 1n tlie \criptures mM 
cruth, as theſe ; Fiimi hath God © nointed, and © with . coy 
of gladneſſe above his :ellowes, fee +! *« + 37-1038. 1-H. 
And thar he hath a nin:e ibove every name doth evidently app- To 
for it pleaſed the Father that in tiim ſhould all fulneſſe dwell, 
all the fulneſſe of che God-hcad bodily, thatinallthngs, or as: 
15 in the Margent, among all, he might have the preeminence ;.-ieE 
Coll. 1.18, 19. 2:9. to Pht. 2.9. '\V nerezore (ita the Apoitic) 
God hath alſo bizhly exaited him,and given him a name above ©1 c- 
ry name, he hath a r ame above t':e Anoin: cd, Kings Prieſts, 114 
Prophets of old, they beings but types and 1! adowcs of him, ard 
yct were the higheſt nam. s in /[-1rt which was a F amy that [1d 
4 name above all the Fanlics of the Earth; and io a name ab vc 
all the names on the -arth : and jet this is not ail, ior - hath 4 
name above all Principality, and power, and ! might, and dom:r1- 
on, and every name that is named, not in this world only, hut alt 11 
chat which is is to come, Ephe. t-20,21,22- Phi. 10, 11. -- 
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F He is the Anointed Prieſt ; = to, or With him in point of at 
tovement |] That he is the Anointed Prieſt, compare Heb, ;. 1. 
with 1, 9. and there ſhall we ſee the Spirit of God, calling him ar 
High-Prieſt, who wasof God anointed with the oyl of pladneſic 
above his fellowes, which cannot but be underſtood ot his teliow- 
Prieſts, either ſuch as were ordained ot old, before the time 0: Re- 
formation, and ſo were types, or lliadowes of him, orelle or ſuch 
as were ſince by him made Prieſts unto God, and fo received of the 
fulneſs of that his oyntment: Now that there 1s none to him in point 
>: attonement, will eaſily be made manifeſt, if thele three things 
be conſidered; 2 The nature of the attonement it ſelf. > The 
weakneſle or inſufficiency of all other Prieſts, whether ordained, or 
made to perform tuch a work. And laſtly , the ſuff:cirncy of tht; 
High Prieſt to make a perfect attonement tor all thoſe that come te 
(50d through him. 

Touching the nature of the attonement, iris not amiſſe to cor: - 
der, that what was by this word attonement expreſt under the firſt 
Teſtament, while that Prieſthood ſtood, hath been lince under the 
adminiſtration of the laſt Teſtament, that 15 ettabl:ſheq upon betrer 
2romiſes than that, been expreſt more frequently by the word Re- 
onciliation, and therefore the word that inthe 5 Rom. 17. ts rer- 
dered attonement, is in 2 Cor. 5-18, 19. and inall other places 
tranſlated by the word Reconciliation ; Now Reconciliation docs 
pre-ſuppoſe an eſtrangedneſſe, or enmity rather, between two par- 
ties, andifthe parties were men, peradventure there migl:t be- 
found a man to mediate; but the enmity lies not ſ9 much between 
man and man, or between men and Angels, good or bad, but be- 
tween God and man, the Creator and the creature, and who is he 
in Heaven, or in Earth, char dare interpoſe, or ſtep in to make a re- 
conciliationibetween theſe two ? yea, who can effect it? eſpecially 
if we conſider that the enmity on the creaturcs part is rooted 1n his 
mind , and cannot be eradicated ( 1 had almoſt fayd, and yet 1 


think I ſhall not need to retra& it) by the powertull hand of 


God himſfelfe ſtretcht forth in his wrath , his mind ſtill re- 
maining, as indeed doth notably appezr out of the mowh o: 
the Lord himſelf, by the hand of his Prophet //ay, 57. 16, r7- 
For the iniquity of his covetouſneſſe, was I wroth, and imore 
him; 1 hid me, and was wroth, and he went on froward!y in 
the way of his heart. So ſee it confirmed alſo in R-v. 16. 9. 
11.'2T. When the wrath of God breaks forth with an cnn 
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ding great Plague, then ſhall you find men blaſpheming tl; 
name of God, who hath power over thoſe Plagues, becauic 
of their paines and their ſores, and repented not of their ex: | 
decds, to cive him glory; andif the wrath of God docs it n-:. 
how unlike is the wrath o: man to effeR it? But further -, 
ſhew the prearnctilſe of the w rk of Reconcili:tion as it lics «1! 
mans part; tor as he hath not an alienation .o::ly, but ar. cny.;- 
ty in hismind, ſo is he apt upon all occaſions to the virng't of 
his power to maniie{t the fame, by wicked provoking works. 
againſt the God of Feaven. fo 1lit let bur. 0d bingo! 
maniteted in ihe fleſh, or any briche beam ©! i:;s clory bc 2h 
fort, and Nine through mortail fleſh, preiceatly (hail 4 
Icwes, and Gen:1cs, though otherwiie full of enmity one 5- 
ag2init an other, concurre; yea, iflerod and Pi ve thy. 
now be made ftriencs, and ſhall apree to Crucifie the [.c.:\ 
of Life and Glory 3 to pour torth the preiious Blood ov: G 
and T0 tread under foot the Sonne of: God, and to count t'.: 
bloud 0: chat Covenant as an unholy thins : So that 1+. 
hence we may conclude, That as he that hateth his Prot':er 
in his heart may be {aid to murther a man, ſo he tha ' a- 
teth God in his heart, may be ſaid in a jenſe ty mur.c 
God. Now as on mans part there appears ſuch enmity in [1: 
mind, luch an aptneſle to vent it , and ſuch backwardacite 
(as 1 might ſhew ) in him to accept of any, but eſpecially tlc 
Goſpell termes of Reconciliation , whereby the work apycars 
to be great; So it we conſider it on Gods part, that rhe 
wrath ot God is revealed from Heaven, apainſt all ungeuu- 
neſle, an. apainſt all uarighieouſneſſe of the Sonnes of Men, 
and that his word is gone forth and cannot be recalled; in 
the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely dye; an. 
the Soul that ſinneth, ic ſhall dye; and curſed is every «3c 
tizat continueth nut in all things that are written in the Law 
to doe them, ſo tl.at his Wrath, iuſtice, and Truth are al! 
engaged in this main controverſie that he hath wit' lis crea 
ture, and by reaſon thereof, he will not be pleated with the u- 
ſands of Rams, nor yet with ten tLoufurd Rivers ©. (2 !. 
&c, And therefore if the queition be a«ked wity is wort. Y, 
or Wh 1s able to ſtand berween (0.1 anu Van. to make rhe 2t- 
tonement, to {lay the enmity, ai:d !'o0 fo make peace? The ail- 
wer will be the ſame, That no man (that is meerly!0, no 307 
Ans..3) 
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Angel Jin Heaven, nor in Earth nor under the Faith i5 cir! or 5: 
gh, or able to undertake this preat work, no nor in that june t4 
look thereon; And therefore in che ſecond place all other Þ; weſts X 
wil ! be found inſufficient ; tor as : or the Frietts of 9! . andal:t 
belonped triche "Mm, as Veltures, Veſſels, Altars, 1emple: an gh” 
tit was officiated by them, as their Sacritices, Aj To C15, ()5- 
!itons, blemngs, they were t00 weak to accompiih this work, 
ſor they were not able co niake him PL rteRt char did this ter\iee 55 
p2rtaining to the Con! cience, buc brouche their tins to _remom- 
brance, in (tead oft lotting chem out, 0 a5 O rFeme! her them 15 
more, and were indeed but mecr thadowes 0! pod thinvs toy 
come, which they that beleeved bad 1n tlicir evo, and tave 2 
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{ary of, fee H-v. 7.1819: 9.9.5.1, 243 +. 11, and a8 tor 
thiirs caat are made Prieſts unto Gog, t cy doetut receive of 
|. ulnetſe, and will readily acknowledie with P-z', that 
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ErOU: ab tie Law "Ad ey arc dead [Ch the 1 Law” 0 AS hy thor 
van work+ Or right coulncfſe (which now © 2ars to be bus c! = 
ſiering W ckednelle, and no other than ſuits of chat enmity riot 
waz in ther minds, by them 1 lay) not ty expect ty make their 
Own peace with God ; ana alrhovgih it is true the\ have liderty to 
enter 1nto £1e tolicit, vet its by che vlood of 'tetus, and by a new 
ang living way which he bath conſecrated tor them ; and : thous [1 
they may "draw ncer unto the holy Gul with a true he rt and full 
alſurance of Faith, yet they muſt have their hearts Iprinkl. d with 
lis blood from an ev:ll c:nuence, and their bodies weſlied with 
pure water ; and al:hough beings in the hely preſence of God , 
tney May, as the Prieſts 'of old, offer uy pravers w:th- fi ron; 
crycs for themlelves. an others vet mu! i chey ! b- offered upon tHe 
oolden Altar that is before the 1 hrone, and mutt be rinved, 
and per; :umed with much :weert incenſe out © = eg! 4cn cEn er 
that is in the Angell of the Covenants hand, and the linoke oi the 
incente muſt aſcend with their prayers betore God out of the 
Angels hand : Rev.8. 3,4 {othatin this point they arc nothing, vea 
lefle,and worſe than nothing ; but Chriſt is the very v power of God 
in this point, the ſubſtance oiall choſe ſhadowes, and whit le d:d 
i reference to the work of attonen:en*, and reconciliation. he dt [h 
ic iubſtantially and effectually, both on Gods part and mans or 
he hath both natures in himielf, and by reaſon there” 15 an-ant 
Mediator fit to interpoſe betwee? both to mike reconciliation 
*or he is declared to be the Son of God, wholly withour tin , wir 
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lecrated with an oath of God to bea Prieſt for that pu: poſe for ev.r, 
Heb. 75. 21.comp. with 27. 28. who by the eternal] ſpirit of God o;. 
fered up himelf without tault ro God his F ither, the juſt for tte un 0, 
ſo thit by one «ff. ring, he hath conſecrated for ever them that ar; 
ſarAifcd , ſo thar there is no more need of offering tor fin, fee cs. 
9. 4- comp. with 10. 14. 18. and is now entred, not into the Hy 
places made with hand<, bur into Heaven, to app-ar 1n the ſight cf 
God for thoſe that belceve through him, and not with the blood 
of others , but with his own blood , whereby their conſciences 3:« 
purged from dead works to ſerve the trace and the living God, tre 
Heb 9. 26.14. yea, and there remaineth, and 1s fer down at the 
right hand af the throne of the Majeſty in the higheſt, being the me. 
mediator of that becrer covenant , even that which 1s eſtabl (hed 
upon the beft, and ablolute free promiſes, which are to pardon their 
enmicy, and iniquicy, and to remember their fin no more, to write his 
Lawes in their hearts, and to be to them a God, and to undercske 
that they ſhall be to him a people ; ſo that as God was in Ch. 
reconciling the world to himſelf , not imputing their creſpailcs un- 
to them; ſo in the miniſtry of reconciliation Chriſt 1s by his 
Spirit in man ſheddirg abroad che love of God in his heart, :nd 
therevy (laying his enmity, by which means he is reconciled to God: 
ſo that whom he bleſſcth , being the High Prieſt and Ciptain of 
our ſalvation, ſhall be bleſſed indeed 3 ſee Aﬀs 3. 26. By 2ll 
which it doth appear to be a truth, that there is none to him in point 
Gf atronemenc to make reconciliation between God and Man. 
And now that there 1s none wich him in that great work , neither 
perſon, nor ſervice, is alſo as evident. God the Father hath Cc- 
ſigned him alone in that buſinefſe, that no Fleſh might glory 
in his preſerce, ſee As 4. 11.12. 1 75m. 2. 5o (C ollofſ. 1. 20, 
1 Cor. 1. 29. And Paul tels the Galatians who were about to 
joyn circumcigon,and ſo works with Chriſt in this point of acceptance 
with God, that then Chriſt ſhould nor prefit ther, and that they were 
faln from grace, ſee Gal. 5. 23. 

[| He #« the Aniinted Prophet , non: tohim in point of [n/irn- 
Eton 

oP, he is the Anointed Prophet, or a Pcophet Anointed with the 
Spirit of Prophecie above his fellow Prophets, and a Teacher immedi- 
ately ſent fiom God from Heaven , ſee {o. 9. 17. Luke 24. 19. Heb. 
I. 9. lob. 3-2. 130.38 .16.28. 

And that there 1s av Prophet to him , will evidently appear ; for - 
the 
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the other Prophets ot God were ſuch 4s did bear witne(s to him , or Act: 
were typ2s of him, yea Moſes and El as, thoſe two great Prophets, J> '- - 
[iy themſelves low that he may be ex3l:ed; wherefore Devr. 18. 15. 

I ( faith che Lord by the hand of 17ofes ) will raiſe them v0I3'Pro« va. 
pher from among their Brethren liks uv; to thee, and will ptit my > 5, 
words In his moutÞ, & he ſhall ſp: ak un:o them al! that Ifall con- © 
mad tim, 2nd it ſhall cone co pals, thc wholo. ver will not hear- 
ken uitto my words which he ſha'l ſpeak in my n:mc. 1 will req iire 
it of him. And /eh. 3. 39,31. Hz muſt increaſe [ (aith [pohn the B1p- 
tilt , who came an the ſpirit of E/z.rs , and was, {ich Chril:, more , 


than a Prophet , ſo that among thoſe char were borne of Wom-n be - fl? 
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fore him there was not a greater ) and I muſt decreaſe; he thx 41... 


cometh from above ( ſaith he ) 1s above ill, he that 1s of ike Earth 11,ee 
is Exrthly , ad ſpeaketh of the Earth, ke that cometh from: Heaven : 4. 

1s above all , and what he hath feen and heard, that he reft(ficth, and 
0 man receiveth his Teſtimony ; he that hath received his Teitim ,- 
nx hath ſet to his ſeal that God is true , for he whom God hath ler 
ſpeaketh the words of God, for God giveth not the Spitit by me :- 
ſureunto him ; and as theſe great Prophets thus witnefs ro Chriſt , 
!0 the yoice that is heard from H:aven by /.wmes, Cepbas, and 
John, do confirm their teſtimony, that there is no Propher to him, for 
when upon the Mount, 7oſes and Elias appearcd talking with 
Chriſt, and Pezer would have three Tents or Tabernacles, cne 
for Chriſt , one for /ofes , and another for E/as , that ſo vo doubc 
at ſome times, and in fomecaſes, he might be hearkning to them , 
1mmediataly upon the motion, and as an evident maniteſtation of 3 
diſlike thereof , they both vaniſhed, and a cloud overthad»w'd them 
all, and Chriſt being the Prophet only remaining , there comes a 
yoice Out of the cloud which ſaid, This is my wel-belovedSon in whom 
I am well pleaſed, hear ye him; AJat. 17.5, 6,7. And now that 
there is none to him In point of inſtruftion , will alſo appear with re1- 
pe& both to the matter and efficacy. 1 For che matter of inſtruAi- 
on, he that cometh from above being alſc in the boſome of the Fa- 
ther, muſt needs be above all in his matrer of in{traRion, for what 
he hath heard and ſeen in the Fathers boſome , chat he Teſtifies, ard 
ſpeaketh the very words of God , yea declareth and maketh known 
God himſelf, being the bright breiking-forth of the Fathers glory , 
which was that which oſes , that great Prophet did lo much defice 
ro behold, and could not obtain it ; and hence iris, that ic 1s {aid his 
hearers were aſtoniſhed at his DoRrire , concluded no man ever 
: H 3 ſpake 
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ſpike fike this man , ard the bett cf chem kneyw not whether to p95 to 
b::t-r thomiclyes, foraſmuch as he had the words of eterna!l life, yea 
36d thar koly Spiizt of promiſe Which th: Saints were ard ſtill are t9 
162i. , was but to glorific him, totake of him 2nd tis words, and tg 
ſhuw uo rhem the eree(fircs of lighe ard hife, ard refre ſhnerr that 
is Contam ed therein: fe for the pro. Fef all this 1 19.17.18, eo. 5. 518 
32334. Heb. 1.3. Exe. 33. 18, 27. Mat. 7+ 28.10. 7. 46. 1c. 6Y, 
tc. 14. 26 & 10.12, 13, 14- And 2s tut xcelilemy of matter, 
ſo for «{fi:acy ard powertull injtrucqtinggher: is nurere him in poire 
Of iNftiuciien, for heitis in Wwhote hand 1Sthe Ky of David, ard 
he of cneth the heart co underſtand the ſcripcures ; ard ro thew 3 
| vely «xperimert of h's powerfull inſtruRting , When he was here i p- 
01: Exrih, he r3lt by the witc ard leorm. 6 Rat bes, and called the i]!ite- 
raicard :ovliſh Fiſhermcn , 3nd to this day doth chooſe not many 
wile, cor many lcarned, but the poor foohtl; and deſpiſed ones. 
th't 35 a teacher he may ſh;w his abilities, thereby giving 11.- 
deiſtzrding to the ſimple , ſpeaking words of light and lite, 
and ſvirit co them . and by chem ro corfourd the wi'e , ani 
ſearned, and mighty ; yea he indeed 1> the light of the Gentiles which 
ſare ( and (hill in a great meaſure (ic ) in darkneſs, and is tht 
crue light that enlighneth cyciy ore that cometh into tte 
World, fce 24 Luke 45. 1 Corinthiins 1. 26, 27, lon 
6. 63. Afts 13. 47. lon 1. 9 And as he was the Prophet , 
opeving his Farhers B»fome , and ſh-wing the things th.r were 
paſt and preſent, ſo the things allo that were to come : he tells 
them how mary things he mult ſuffer of the Elcers, and Chi:f 
Prieſts, and Scribes , and be killed , and rai'ed again the thi:d 
day , and therein forcſhewerh his Office of Prieſthood z he al. 
ſo forerells how after he is riſen as a Lord , he will fer his 
Houſe in order, and ſo depart to his Father to receive his 
Kingdom, and ro return, and what ſhall befall his Scr-ants in 
the time of 11s abſerce, by the reign and rage of the Bciſt , 
and Spiric of Antichiiſt , ard what will be each ones portion 3; 
his re:urn , as 5ppears in the bock of the R:welttion, which 's 
ſurrounded with bleſlings ro him that re2deth , Chapter nt. ;+ 
and curles ro him that addeth to it , or taketh trom it, Chzpr. 
13ſt 18.19, Wherefore ſeeing there 1s no Prophet or Teacher 
to Chriſt and his Spirit in point cf inſtruion , both for cxcel- 
lency of matccer , and efficacy in teaching , it well ſuites w:th 
Chri- 
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Ciiriſtiznz to be ſtill cleaving clote to this Prophet , and conclu- 
&'ng with the Diſciples that firſt cruſted io him , Whitker (hill we p-+ 
tho hat the Words of Ecerrall life, Bat co proceed, he 

The Aunintca King , who is gen: wats bis Fail y fr hs 
atygom R117: , ad tha! eve los return arain | ihe Petis 
»r .N &yreth iS the Anone'd kn2 courd rot be tid in he day «i 
hs humiJLtion , as 3Ppears Lake 25, 2, 3.& Chaſer 19 3% The 
My.ity of a Rig did fo appear in toll. wi znd mock form, tle 
too: vp nan Aſle, thic if the muritude of the Diſcipics hyl 
{tim , but bad hls choir p ac, the ones would cry O'lfs 
(2.456 theahs wordnad apowcrtill fgcorcy bs the word of 
King amv: g Mia and I. vile, the wings ans Seas, 1 thit he pet; 
-.0;0 Word 3nd thi blind ice the lame walk, the deaf how ; ele 
{mb tipzak, the dead are ral: d , the Deyil:; ar: caft ov the VEg 1 
:eceve the Grip Ig when he ts at che weaket, rhenis /3/3re for fd 
ro contels thithe is King of che lews, ard ro prongcute this co ff 1- 
1-135 taras Latin, Gicck, and Hebrew wil cary ir; this apro rs 
more evident , firice he was raiſed ard (1's as L71d at the (oh tru | 
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of ch: Father, at leaſt in the ncarts and [vis of E165 S ryants. By 
p>wring torth that Spirit or oyn*ment received, Acis 2.33, 34, 37, 
26. So that the Kings of /ſr.:e/ were but his types , aid ite 
Kings of the Nations are b:r his Syord-bearers , for he i 1s of 
Kings ; hut mt kvely ſhill this erath be made manifeſt , when ail ©- 
rem!es (hill become his footſtool , and he ſail apperr 1r.deed in th 
foimofa King with choulinds of bis Saints, and tn thoutzn: 
times ten thouſand of the heavenly H fs, ani thiliin the p. witty 
word of 2» King command the Earth and theS'a to pive up their Dad, 
and doch wicked men and Devills to 20 topuihe tro torment, nd 
<h-y ſhall be :ormentcd, and the Sun's to onter into the joy of thew 
Ld, and it ſhall be unſpexk4lly glorious, 25 Adate 31. 32. Lobo, 
9.26. John 5.28, 29. And chathe 1s goncun.o his Foruer tree 
tis Kin: dom, and ſhillerc long retuin again , Will bu mage mir i- 
felt by choſe teriptuies, 10. 20. 17, 4%. 19.13, 1t. Heb. g.]:it, : 
[im 4.1. Rev. liſt, 10 thet as £T5inly as he hath b1ryar ng for 
lis Prophe:ical: Omm'ce ani for his Paeihy, fo that he ive 17ime 
for bis Kinsly ; ard as thedream Ct Nebrech.tvione xcy 
fouad c<reann, and the interpreting Dif ty, EET O 
thoſe tour Monarchies 01 Kingdon. 0: m nWitch 1 14 C7210 P45 
inthe Earth , fo ceitzta and tare 1c 15, that inewuey 5 rowing that 
the God of Heaven will fet 1 p iis Kingdom oy time Evipllea yer Cour- 
ner- 


- = iv 


Py 


48) _ ” 
ner-ſtone that was cut out nt hands, Dav. 2. 44. 45. 
} [ That this Jeſus Chriſt s alſo the Lord, none toor with Um, 
' cc. ] That hes the Lord , appears 2 Cor, 4:5. We preach Chiif 
Telus the Lord, faith Paul, and As 1o. 36, latth Peter, heis Low 
of all, and hence it is that he is called Lord of Lords. Ker. 

And that there is none to him by way of commanding and orde. 
ring with reipeR tothe worſhip of God ,, the houſehold of Faith, 
will evidently appear if the nature of the houſehold of Faith,the wor. 
ſh'p of God, and the commanding and ordering power that tyits 
therewith, be corfidered wath reſpect unto him. For the nature of the 

Epk, 1. 1, houſehold ot Faith , they are a company of faithfull ones , that are 
C9. 1, 2. bought with the price ofhis blood , knit together in ove by his $1. 
1 Cor. 6. rit, fognded wholly upon himſeit , built up by him to be a holy 
1 ©, 23-hibitation of God, and therefore not in the leaſt meaſure robe dch. 
my '* led with the inventions and commandements of men, from wherce 
Col. z r9 IC isthatthey are ſtill with their ey fixe upon him whom they look 
2 Eph,zo, upon to be as well the finiſher as the author of their taich , ſtill in 
21,22, their hearts calling on him taat hath bovght them, and ſaying, Lord 
ogpraly - Whit wilt thou have me to doe , and {till fznding vpon their watch 
Heb +} , © harken what this Lord will ſpeak, for the voice of a ſtranger 
As v. 6. they will not hear ; ſo that by this it evidently appears , that there 
Pi.85. 8. is none that hath ſo much right unto this houſchold of Fath by way 
To. 19, 5. of ordering it, not yet freedom in it by way of commanding, as hath 
4 ſo. 23, Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ; And f:om the nature of the worſhip which 
is ſpirituall , to be pertormed by a ſpirituall worſhipper, and after 

or 1n that true manner that the Father of ſpirits hath appointed , it 

will as evidently appear, that there 1s none to him by way of comman- 

ding and ordering in this matter , who is the only bego:ten of the 

Father, came out of, and yer is, in his boſome , and hath dc- 

clared him, the true way of his worſhip, and who are ſuch 
worthippers as he ſcekes for ; who as a Lord faichfull over his 

' houſe before his departure gave order thereto, commanded his 
Servants to watch, and t9 hold faſt till he come, and in his 

abſence being at the right hand of his Father, is mindefull to 

ſhed abroad of that holy Spiric of Pioguſe, whereby the true wor- 
ſhippers ſhall be led tiom truth to cruth, untill they be brought 

into all truch. And if the nature of the commanding and ordes 

ring power, that ſuits bo;h with the worſhip, and with the wor- 
fhippers, which the Father of Spirits ſeeks for be alſo conſideied, which 
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02a Jaw of a carnall commardment fecorded with carnall weapons, 

241 aimof fleſh; buta ſpiritual law, or as he Apolile cals1t 699, 

Yr {av of : ne Suu of («fe rows Crit Jeſ-r: , {pokes ut, Or ratiler 

vile intheheart of a Chriſtian by the Spirit of Ciuit, by reator 

aterct he obeyes fromthe heart, readily, willingly and cheertuily tha: 

torn of dogtrige which 15 enoraven and laid up theretn, 7leo. 8.19. 

2 11. 3-3. Rom. 6. 17. It ts I fay be conlidered, that the worſty'> 

s {rituall, ſuc'; as mt beer; 17, tpricg up,andrite trom the Feart and 

vic IpIrit., ard to be dizccted t:5 tte Father of ſpirits, and fo the com- 

21-$17,9 power toat fuits herewith, mr{t ſpeak to thc heart and ſpiric 0: 

2 ::110 ten 1S there no Lord in th's marter to Chrift Jetus the Lord, ito 

(o.aks to the heart in the Spirit, ard is words are as commands from tc 

:.1d to the members, winch conveioh rogerber ſpirit ard lite :0 obey 

: Q,v, by reaſon «t which his commands are nor grievous, tor where The 

Sp1rir of this Lord is, there is liberty, and chey by beholdirg the glory of 
: 1 Lord, are transformed into the ſam? Image, from glory unto glory, by 

1c Sp:rit of the Lord, 2C'or. 3. 17, 18. 

A:d that ther? is nore with hum, be is the onely Lord, and law-grver 
t tvs pirictuall building, and to cf the ſpirits in this ſente, appears by 
tic Icriprures as lay, Oze 1s yonr [ord nnd [iwegiu ny Jr 4. 12. 
l Proſe 4. Jo CAL If, 23- g. I'O, and by {uch as lay , Je rc bor ght 
14 price 8 be y- 320t therefn; e thc ſrru.wmts of MmMci.y and the Apoltles 
$447 had oreater authority in this point than any men living, yet they ac- 
.nowledge they had not Dominion over mens faith, and cherctore do- 
c.aucthisto betheexpre.s mind ot God, that the lerva.its of this Lord 
11. nor ſtrive ( as if they wei Lords) but be patient, 1n meeknets in- 
ru2ting thole that oppole therielves, or as the word imports , that 1c: 
'lomlelves by covenait in cpyoli:10n to that living Loid. And where- 
Si: 15 declared in the teſtimony, tat this houſhold of Faith was purcha- 
Tre Dy his blood as Prieſt, in'tlructed and nouriſhed by his Spirit 2s Pro- 
pct, &c, this will all evidently appear to be true ac! r 20, 25. 7912- 
16, from the 7. tothe 16. 1 Cor. 2, 9,10, It, 12. Ko, 8. Jon 
[. 2.236, 27; Rev. 3. 11.17.29. :2-TÞef, T4, 15s © Cor. 
2. and 1. 7, Andſoisthefirſt part of the teſtimony by che word ot 
God confirmed and juſtified. 

2. [ [ teſtifie th it B.iptiſm or d'ppiag In Waiter is 9” of the com- 
5:1; of this Lord Jeſs Chrijt. ] That this commandmeat of Jetus !s 
by way of dipping, and as it _— drowning, oycriwhelming _ 

Li- 
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burying Ir. Watcr , ard not by ſprinkling with waccr, app ears ma» 
WAaics. x 

TI. In that akbough there be frequent mention made of thar 1». 
pointmen: of Chriſt in his Latt Will ard Telt:ment, yer is it bk 
yer expreſſed by the word that may be readred rar.titim, or fprinkling, by; 
by the word that is rendrcd baptilm, o dipping. T 

2. In that the word by which it is to frequenrly exprel? do: 1 19 pro. 
per Enoliſh figaity to dip , to plung under water, andas it wrie +4 
drowngb:t ver fo as with latecy,1.othat the party(as to the manner) Tay 
be drowned again, and agun ; ce the inſtance of 2:22 2, he din, 
himlclf ſeven timzs in Fordizrs 2: gg 14. ard this lenle of ©: 
word (art lea(tinthat place ) both the Greek, Ltttue, and Eine 
Cliurchcs aorce. : 

3. In that the phraſe (in which there is mention made of tuch - 
appointment of Cirxilt) doth neceſlirily Impor: luch a thing, and t! cir. 
fore when mention 15 made cf baptizing, thcre gecerally tollowetl tha: 
word the prepofition ( #y ) which is commonly tranſlated ir, or 1-0, 
which ſuits with dipping, ard not the Prepotition (' guy ) which tignitics 
with, and to ſuits with ſprinkling. Ard theretcre it may be as -c! 
rendred, I baprizc you in water, ard he ſhall baptize you in the t10!y 
Spirit, CAZar. I. 8. asitis rendred /ohz did baptize in the vile 
els, and in the River of Jordin, verſe 4, 5. orthat [oz was 11 th. 
Soirit on the Lords day, Kev. I. Io. and they were baptized in tlic 
cloud and in the Sea, I Cer. To. 2. yea it mayas well be rendred, ] 
baptize, or dipyou into water , as itisrendrcd they were caſting a ns: 
into the Sca Afar. 1.16. for the words are the fame, and it would be :- 
improper ſpeech to lay of did bapttſe with the wilderneſs, and they 
wee caſting a net with the ſea, En 3 

4. That this appointment cf Chriſtis by way of dipping , and not 
iprinkling, appears, in that forthe relemblance, and likenets kereun:”, 
the /ſr 2el:t 25 paſſing under the cloudgand through the ſcagwhere the +E- 

@3pti.z25 that were their Lords, ar.d commanders , thzir purſucrs, and | 

enemies, that ſought thcir deſtruction, were drowned, left behind, ard 

ſeen no more, i3 bythe holy Sp'rit called a baptiſm, 1 Cor. 10. 1, 2. 

they were bapdized in the cloud, &c. Where obſerve it is not here 1er- 

dred with th: cloud, © nd with the Sea, as in the other place, 17.:rk 7. 

8. with water, becaule it ſuits with ſprinkling, although the word be 

rhe ſame ; butin the cloud, and in the Sea, which ſuits with dipping, 
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or overwhelming, and fo with the appointment of Chriſt, the; patſing 
throug!) the midit of rhe red or bloud y Sea on dry land, which flucd on 
both tdcs as a wall, and being under che Cloud, were as men in a car- 
-2!l cie overwhelmed and drowaed and yer truly layed, ard fafe tivm 
c11c1r enemies, 

5. Thar this appointment of Chriſt was not by fprinkling , bur by 
dipping, or putting the perſon into or under the water, appears by Phi- 
:"; baptizing the Exnmch; It is laid, They went both dwwy intothe wa- 
cr, both Philip the baprizer, and the Ec that was the perton to 
b<,baprized, and belong there in the water , Ph:l:p bap:1zed, or dipped 
113 in that water, as eh; did Feſrrs in the river of Ford 2, ard then it 
1\ {aid as they delcended, or went down into the water, 1o they alcend- 
.\, or went [trait way up out of the water, fee A.ts 8. 38, 39, 11. 

16. mark the expreſſion, Aud Jeſs whea bew.ts b1ptrafd Wen: 7: 
-, 1:19.79 ot of the water, therefore had he been dowa in the water, 

6. That this appointment of Chriſt was not by fprinkling, bur b 
ipping,or 2s it were a drownin o, appears in that /-{;z the Ba ptizer, his 
vork being to baptize, remains in the wilderncls by the river of [ord wn, 
ad afterward in e/E;:0,,and the reaſon that 15 rendred by the Spirit of 
God why there he abode, was , becarſe thre was much water there , 
vlnch nced nothave bcen,if that appointment could have been performed 
by {prinklingy and not by dipping. Sec Lyhe 3. 2, 3. lobn 3. 23. 

7. Thar this appointment of Chriſt was not to be performed by 
ipinkling, but by d'ping, &c. appears from the naturc of the Ordi- 
24"ce it ſelf, for it is tuch an ordinance as whereby the perloa that ſub- 
m!c:ch thereto, doth viſibly pur on Chriſt Telus the Lord, and is hereby 
c11bly planted into his death, holding forth therein a lively timilitude, 
ad kenels unto lis death ; whereby onely through faith he now pro- 
teſlerh he hath eſcaped dzath, and is in hope to obtain lite, and peace 
cverlitins, and ſo to have fellowſhip with him in his death, as to be 
dad with him, and thereupon to reckon himſelf to be dad indecd unto 
1:1, Sathan, the law, and the curſe, $ce G.z/. 3. 27. Rom. 8. 2. 3. 
5. 7, 8. 11. ICor. 15. 29. But the planting of a petfon into the 
I1:kncſs of death is no waies rzſembled by ſprinkling; but by dipping it 
5 lively fer forth and demonſtrated, therefore. h 

S. This appointment of Chriſt, /#7, Baptiim, 1s an ordinance where- 
| bythe perſon that ſubmitteth thereto, doth hereby viſibly and cleerly re- 
' f21. ble the buriall of Chriſt, and his being buried with vim , Jo as 1n 
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reſpect of the old man, the former lults and converſation, like tine F-;-, 
tans, to betaken out of the way, and leen no more. See Roms 6.4, 6. 
Cd. 2. 12, But .priokling doth no way lively reſemble the but1o!l (+ 
Chriſt, or the perſons beigg buried with him, as dipping doth; t}.ciruie, 

9. This appointment of Chriſt, ſ--, Bapulin, is an o1dinar.ce yi 
the pcrſon that ſubmirteth thereto, doth vitibly , ard livey bold *::, 
herein the rturrection of Chiiſt, declates him, whole lite was taken +; 
the earth, to be alive again, who although he dicd a;.d was buiied , x - 
was he not left in the grave to lee corruption, but was railed agar, c-. 
behold he liveth for evermore; and as hereby he holds forth the tote: - 
of Chriſt, todoth he alſo his own, being planted into the likenets :..c: *, 
loas ro reckon himſelf to be in his foul aud ſpirit quickred, a: :. - 
with CErift, from henceforth to live unto God che tountain of 1:1, © 1 
to Chriſt Telus the L-14 who d:ed for him, and role again, and {> 1b 
In newneis of life in this preſent evill world, beingallo begone:: vt) 


H. eAti8. 33, 35,36. Col. 2.: 12: Row. 8,11, 1 Cor. 15.29, 
LE F. £.-3 

but ſprinkling doth no way lively relemble the relurrection of Ci1:(t,, -; 
the ſouls or bodics rijing, or being railcd by him, as the way ot dip». 12 
doth, Therefore this appointment of Chrilt was, and (till 1s,ro ber... 
formed by way of dipping or putting the perſon into or under the w.l.:;, 
ard not by ſprinkling. : 

And thart this dipping in, or into water, in the name of Tetus,1s 0:24: 
*.c commandments of this Loid Telus Clirit , doth evidently app::: 

if.ct. 28. 19, Afrh 16. 15, 16 compared with Arts 2, 38. 41. 
2. 26. 38. and1o, 47, 48. Andthart ir isalloto be oblerycd »y a. 
tat trult in Chriſt, as other of his commands, as he is the Lord, u:::. 
he come again, 1s I:kewiſe expreſly manifelted to be his will, A. 
20. G.l, 1, 7, 8. Jide 3. 2 Tim. 2. 2. (ol, 2, 5, 6, Av, 
25. 3. It. Hold fait till [comg. Rev.22. 14.4. 19. Hib.12 
Bu: to proceed, 

[ 7 4:.ct 4 1ſibie bel:r ver or diſciple of Chri$t Jeſus (th.ut 5s, 067 114 
12.121. terth renontatuee towards God , and fauh im Jeſus (irijt ) ® 
te anc'y perſon thu is 10 be baptiſed with that vijib'e baptiſm: of dif- 
p:i0 of Jeſus Chriſt 1a wite- ] That a viſibledilciple or Scholate: 
Cit, one that maniicfiech himlſclf ro haye heard him , to have _ 
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taught by lum, ar.d to have yielded up himſelf co him as his ceacheer, is the 
only perlon.&c, will be made manitelt, 

r. Bythe commillion it lelt, and the argument (tands thus , they and 
cliey onely have right to. this ordinance, and appolntment of Jetus 
Ciritt , whom the ordainer limtelt , fr, Cit Jetus the Lord, bati 
;. nz Lalt Will ard Tcltament appointed ic co; bu: Chriſt J-tus rite 
Lord hath appointed it to Ditctples, and to B-licyers, and co fuch 
vacly, Theretore 

{ he tut p. cp211:107 cannot be denyed , axd the lecond will catily 
be proved: ice the commiliion by which the A poitles were warranted 5 
adnuniſter this ordinance, and lo mult all chat baprite or thicy will appear 
Du: uſurpers 1/41.28 18,19. All pow.ris IVC UNTO INC 1:2 heaven 
ad in Earth, faichthe Lord, go ye theceforc ard dilcipulize or make 
d1{ciples nor among the Jews on!y ,bur among tne Gentiles, ard Nati- 
ons, and baprize them ; to that it the quettion ſhould have been made, 
Lord whom ſhall we baptiſe of the Nations among the Jews and 
Geatiles ? his antwer was eiven in the words before, and he would 
ave given no other , you ſhall baptize amongſt the Nations Jews and 
Gentiles, fuci as firlt have been tavgint , and by reaching have Seen 
made my diſciples; lo Mar. 16.16.Go ye into all the world. faith 
the Lad, and preach the Golpe! to every creature, to the Gentiles as 
well as the Jews, te that beleeveth and 1s baptized ſhall be layed, &c. 
S.>that if the queſtion here again ſhouid be propounded who among ti'; 
reltotous and Crict Jews, and the looſe and profane Gentijes, ſhould bc 
bapril:d, the anſwer 1s plain, thote ro whom the Gofpel tit bach been 
preached, and they through that Golpel have a;lo believed. 

2. By the practice of the Com:nitſhoners wio were faithful unto 
their Lord, and to the charge which he gave themgand the argument 
ttands thus, 

Such; as the faithful Apoſtles , and irft Commiſſioners 07 Chril: Jius 
the Lord adnunittred this ordinance of baptitm unto, fuch a:d luch oply 
ought to be made parrakers therzot, 

But the Apoſtles and firſt Com viſſioners of C'rilt adminiſtred not 
this ordinance unto carnal babes, infants of daics , ſuch as are by the 
teitimony of the Scriptures declared to be conceived in f1n,to be brought 
forth in iniquity, and being, born of the fleſz to ve bur fleſh, and to by 
nature the Children of wrath one as well as another; being allo un- 
zaught, Bur to ſuch as firſt were taught , and were ordained, by th. 
WTTOL 
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1mMortal ſeed of the word, to be born aoain, and as rew bora babos :« 
Chriſt, bavirg taſtcd of the (incere milk of the word, beſire (411i more of 
the fame, that they might grow up thereby , ard ſuch as appeared to be 
converced and to become as little ones , tuch little ones as belicyed 17 
Jeſus. | 
The firſt propoſition I ſuppoſe 2one that own Chrilt ard his Apoltlcs 
will dare to deny. And the ſecond which is more queltionable wii! 
allo be proved. Sce eAtts 2. 38, 39, 40, 41, 42y &c, Althcug! 
Peter with the 11 calls upon the convicted Jews to repent, and to b: 
baptized every one in the name of Jelus for the remifhion of tins, ad 
tells them that then they ſhall be made partakers of the holy Spirit, a4 
chat they ſhould nor need to diſtruſt it; he ſhews them che largenels of tj;. 
promiſe that was made concernir othe pouring forth of the Spirit, 1b e- 
Ing promiled to be poured forth upon all fleſh, as they had _— In thy 
beginning of their diſcourſe our of Joel v.16. and 17. and thereter? 
faith, tis to you and to your Cbildren, and to all that are a far #1, .- 
ven as many (| of you, your children and ſuchas are a far oft) zh: 
Lord our 50d ſhall call; yer he baptizeth cone, bur ſuch as were ca). 
led by the holding; forth the word of ſalvation by Jets Chrijt, as ap- 
pears 1n the words, for they that gladly received his word were baptized, 
and they only;for they that were baptized were added,and continucd to- 
oether inthe Apoſtles Dogtrine , and in fellowſhip, and in breaki'g 
of bread, and in prayer, and continued dayly with one accord 1n tic 
Temple, and breaking bread from houle to houle did eat their meat 
with gladncſs and ſinglenels of heart, praifing God : all waich.carno: 
be underſiood of infants of daies. And theretore this place if rigntly 
conſidered will beſo far from affording a ground for the baptizirg ct 
the children of belicying parents, becauſe here i: is laid the prowile 15 
to you and to your children , that it will Jufhciently cyince the con:ra- 
ry; forindecd ſuch an appreherſion 1s 09S i with 2 or 3 cvideit 
miſtakes, there is a miſtake in the promile, 1n the parties to whom ti 
promiſe belongs, and the manner how it isto themand . their ch.ldrer, 
EC, 

rt. Thcre is a miſtake of the promiſe, inthar it is looked at as the co- 
venant of Grace which doth ingratiare rhe foul into, and gives it an 1n- 
terc{t in all the privileges of the Goſpel of Chriſt, andio in ord:r doti 
00 before bapriim cr any other vilible ordirance and appointment of his, 
whereas in very truth by p:omile there, 1s meant that holy Spirit of pr. , 
\$YVELS 
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mite which they which bclicycd in Chriſt, and oveyed lim, ſhould ac” 
cordirg to promiſereceiye atter he was alcended wito the ohne hafd of 
we fatiiery as appears 7-4, 7. 39. 14,16. I6. 7. That winch ke 1.ad here 
ſhed abroad in a powerfiul manner upon the Apoliles, and that which 
tle Jews allo in believing and obeyirg the Golpel of Chritt 
(ould allo receive, and wiicrfore faith Percy, repent, and de baptized an 
ye ſhall receive,&c.ard was no 0ther than that winch was of old propiie- 
cyed oi by /ocl, as is declared v.I6,and {11s 2 promiſe that tollows taith 
4" d obedience, and not luch as ones before to give rIgntto uns apnotnt- 
meat of Chrilt; 

2, There 1$a miſtake in the parties ro whom t15 prom'te belongs, 
tor whereas it 1s ſaid 79 you att ro yorer chil ducts and therevoon 1t bb 
conccived ro be meant believers, and the.r infarcts of daics, winch UP 
tnat acco:npt are to be baprized , tis plain and eviden: when the A- 
v {te tpoke theſe words to them, they could not be looked upon as be- 
1215, foratmuch as they being prick'd ar tie heart, and cnly conv.n- 
cc of their evill in murdering the Lord of life, propounded what we 
112uld do to be faved, which 1s farre from believing, to which the A- 
polile replies, repent , and b-b zprryed inthe name of feſcts jor the ri- 
#:1/:2n of ſianes; and to conceive that by their chidrea were mcant 1n- 
tan:s of daics, it may be as w-1l ſo under{tood by your Son1cs and 
Jaughters, which ſhould fo receive of the promite of the Spirit as to pru- 
rhecy mentioned inthe ſeyenteearh verle of this chapter , ro wiuck thete 
ds are related; and to make 1t appear that the promile was. not 19 
e::ncr to them or their children (as ye: manifected) to give thei right 
unto baptiſm, after many more words ulcd by the Apoſite to pertyade 
:1emto fave themfelycs from this adulterous o2neration, 1t 1s {11d, bur as 
many as oladly received his word were bap:1z2d, and but only uct. 
and not their infants of daies , for they that were baptized continued 
rogether in ſuch appointments of Chriſt as infants are in no meaſure ca- 
[1 le of, 

3. The:c isa miſtake in the manner how this promile 15 to them,ge tHietr 
.t1Idren,not lpoken tothem now as believers. & their children as having 
noht and interet peculiar by them, but indeed to'them and their chil - 
dren no otherwiſe than to all that are a far off, which if :aken in the ge- 
rerall cannot be under{tood but with reſpe& to the general promile. 
xhichis to pour forth his Spirit upon all fleſh , butif with the reſtrictt- 
07, whichis,cyen as many as the Lord our God ſhall call, then, _ 
anc 
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and children, Jews and Geatiles, ſuch as are ncer, and ſuch as at* 1%: 
ott,mult be calied by the word of his grace before they can hay? a pecule 
ar right and interctt i; this ſpirit of p:omile, and to a ci111d chat 1s ca! 
c © believe ard obcy the Golpel may have this promiſe made gocd .:1 
vim betore his father, and a Gentile that is a tar cf betorc a Jow 5a! 
1S ncer. 

This will appear allo b y other 1n{tances,as of Plul:p baptizing In Sp 
r1.:they were men and women that he baptiſed theregluch as beiicyc.! :-< 
recetycd tlie word with great joy, Acts 8, 8. 12. and when thc [;. 
ch lceing the water, asked what ſhould {:t himz to be baptiſed S 121%» 
/-p intimates that although he had been taugit, yec the want of a man: 
feltation of faith would be a letyv. 36, 37. Ard whereas there i5 mts 
made of whole houtes that were bap'ited; rhat the Commitſiorers ::»«;: 
appear fairhfull unto thcir Lord , and keep cloſe to the very wo! -f 
chetr Commilſion, you ſhall tind they were firit caugh:, and by :cac; 1. 
were made his diſciples, and gladly received his word, Sce it 1n 4... 
[::5 hovſhold Jets ro. 33, 34. comparcd with the 44 47 
iy; heuthold Acts 16. 32. 34. they ſpike uno bem ihe 


God, and unto all thu were ta his hte , and: ſe: mewn bw ns, 
and rejwyeed,, beieving in God with all his houſe ; leet allo 12 / + 


ps howthold, Acts 18, 8, 9, 1o, 11, Steph houſhold 14 nr. 
16, 17. comparcd with c{4y, 16, v. 15, Andas for Lyaras hitll: ud 
A-ts. 16. the Spirit of God being more filent therein, they thi; co: 
not interpret it by the other four, nor yet by the Commiſſion it 1c! » : 
by the Com nifſioners faichful obleryance thereot in all ocher int. @c4, 
let them prove if they can thete three paruculars, 1. That [y; - 0 
hada husband. 2 In calc ſhe had, that ever the had any cl. », 
him, and if ſo, thea in the 3, place that they were not Gead, or j'+ 

up that they mig hear a2d receive tne word gladly as well as thu ny 
ther. 

3. Athird argument to prove that a viible b2licver is the pe, lon 2140! 
according tothe mind of Chriſt is to be baptized in water, may by t4- 
kea fromthe order which the Spirit of Chriſt laies down, faith and Dap- 
tiſm, in the ſcriptures of truth, purring fairh (ill in the firſt place, wins 
Alar! 16.15,16. Mit.28.19. [leb.6. E5h. 4. A 4 argument may 
be taken from the nature of the ordinance,and a 5 from 7-/ 5 Bap::i:) 
Yea much more mightbe ſaid to this point, but this may lufhce, 


[ +A#4 alſo the only perſon that is to waly2n thewvifible order © 1: 
j-ett' 
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Louſcy and foto went for [15 co umn theſecord time wn the tyrm «if 1 
Lord m4 Rins wah bis gloriow King dome accord: n7mprem:|e ! 
Ve he is the only y perſon that 15 to enter in 1, and walk in the vithlc 
or-er of highoule wal evidently appe ear, if the order in which our L-:4 
ct: his houle whea he went to t:15 Father to receive his kirgdome be dt;- 
y co: hdered,for in his Je(t will and reflament we ſhall fi: Ny it thus recor- 
d2d, when Gr vas about to be gone. he give order unto his ApG- 
It's, whom he made licwards in 1s houte of the myltcrics of C;: d, 
5 inake him Dilciples of all Nartors, and that ſuch as were [enacts 
ould thea be baptized , and lo vitibly planted into Chriſt, and PU: ON 
Cirit, and havi- 9 foreceived him,ſhould walk in him, obſerving all 
tings Whatlocyer ke had comma ded, tlie hirit chi ing wherof as touching 
dep was, to be adde. or joined one roanother in the fellow ſhip of 48 
Golpel by a muta! protefled lu: tion to the Scepter of Chrit, and 
b<1nga compan Fg callcd our of the world,trom w orldly vannesand 
VIE Ialy wo:ſhips,aftcr Chrilt Jelus the Lord (ww! ch ische proper Fx -- 
/: of theſe words:the Church of Chritt, ard is in other terms called ihe 
Huhold ot faith) ſhould ltcadtlily « continue together in the Apoltics 
doStrne, ſer, the contoiation, reprovt, and :r itn Rion thereof ,1n Fel- 
ſhip, ſore murual ſupp 2r: both inward and outward; 1n Breaking 
»t bread, thereby remembring the death of our Lord whole ſoul was 
'"nade an oftering for fin, as his {Ch 15 meat indeed, ard his blood «drink 
indeed,by the help of the Spirit, to nouriſh or fouls and ſpirits up unto 
hag lie, and in prayers One with and tor anothcr + And that this 1+ 
L11C ibſolum order which tize Lord hathappoingot! in Ws laft \Vill and 
Teltament, doth evidntiy appear both by is own precept, and com- 
nand , and by the practice of luch as firſt rrufied 17 X 'M, ard tt 
lo, then neither infants of daies, nur yet tuch a3 ptote fs them! {elves ro Br 
belicvas | in Jeſus, but refiile as a manifcliation thereof, according to tc 
vractice of tuch as firlk ruſted in Chriltzto yield up themlelves to beplan- 
cd into the death. burial, and refurce&ion of Chrilt, and {v vicibly * 
put Chriſt on,as did the Chriftians of old,I fay fuch have no vihble righ; 
to enrer into, or walk inthe order of the Golfpel of Chriſt; and to con- 
c!ude the point, tne argumeat (tands thus. They, and t they only, hay? 
vittdle right to enter into, and walk in the viſible order of Chriſts houſe. 
and fo to wait for his comming, whom Chriſt Jelus himſelf being chc 
Lord of the houle, hath appointed, and his. Apottles deing his few 2rds. 
have approved of ; But ſuch as firſt have,been tavght and made ditc; 


ples or Scholars of Jeſus, and bclievers in Chriſt , ard {fterwards have 
K Deen 
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bin baptiled or dipped and therby viſibly & lively planted iro tiie 62: 
burial, and refurrection ef Chriſt, are they, and they only, whom Chi 
hath appointed and the Apoliles have approved cf. Sce his Comnuilſio», 
perule their praCtice;E7go They, and they only, have viſible right to cn:e; 
ito, and walk in the oder of Chrifls houle,and fo to wait for his cm. 
ming the ſecond time, inthe form of a King, with his glotious Kinedom, 
according to promile, Sce for a farther confirmation of the 1; 
clauſe, in the firft Epiſtle to the {orimthians 1.7. 1 17e.1 10. 2.7; 
3. 5- Butto proceed. 

| He ts the perſon that is alſo towait for [15 Lord: ſending 44s, 
from the right hand of his father in tbe time of bis abſence the |, 
Ghzſt, or holy Spirit of promiſe, and all this according to the la! 171 
ind tefFamey: of that living Lord] That this living Lord did promi!e 
when he left this preſent evil world, that is in a great meaſure ſubject 
to devils,and went to his Father, noc only to return againgbut in the t: tn; 
of his abſence (as a teſtimony of his great love unto luch as are called ;; 
be his diſciples, & manifeſt the ſame by loving him & keeping his com- 
mandments,and as a te..imony of his loving acceptance at the right hand 

his Father) to ſend down the holy Spirit, which ſhould be in them as a 
well-ſpring of living water flowin —Fonk unto eternall life, who beire 
a Spirit of truth, and ſent by Chtiſt woo is the truth which God will ex- 
alt , ſhall glorifie him, ke of lim and his, and ſhew unto them, 
and fo lead them from © co truth , until he hath brought them irco all 
truth : as a comforter or Spirit of comfortſhall fill the'r hearrs with joy 
in believing, by bearing witneſs with their ſpirits, that they are the chul- 
dren of God, and by revealing unto them the precious things w*® God 
hath prepaxed for them that love him, which neither eye hath ſeen, nor 
car hath heard, neither hath it entted into the heart of man to conceive; 
and as a holy Spirit ſhall ſet them apart that are juſtifyed by the blood 
of his Son,unto the holy God,and ſanRifie them throughout in ſoul,and 
ſpirit, and body, and as a Spirit of ſupplication ſhall hep them to ſpeak 
unto God, and as a Spirit of pres to [peak unto men; that this Lord - 
I ſay did promiſe unto his diſciples, who love him and keep his com- 
mandments,in the time of his abſence the preſence of ſuch aSpirit as this, 
which hath fapplics in him beyond what the ſoul lacks,and that therfore 

they are to wait for this promiſe, and for theſe ſupplies in his appoint- 

ments, will clearly appear. | 

i. Out of the words of the Lord himſclf. See Jobnr 14. 15, 16. 


17. 
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i 7, lo ». 26. ChAp. 15. 36. chap, 16. 7, $. lov. 1 fs 14, 15. 
five times in that niche in which he was betraied doth he repeat that 
5: omile, to his Diſciples that loved him and kept his commandments. 
15d that he intended the ſame unto other viſible dilciples that ſhould lov: 
him and Keep his cominandments uato the end of che world, will allo ap- 
pear; tor if the appointment of Chcilt, ſ*5, the ſupper that went. before. 
and is cxprett chap:cr che 1 3. and the prayer of Chrilt that followed a. 
er, ard is cxprelt chapter 17, did belong unto them that ſhould believ* 
chrough their word till he come again, then this promiſe thar is to offe:: 
repeated between, doth as well belong unto them, as to theſe; bur the 
former 15 tree; See /ohn 17. 20, 1. Cor. I1. 26. therefore the late. 

If the conſequence be denied, ir will (till be proved out of Chriſt 
2wn words; See lohn7. 37, 38. and the conſideration even in reaton 
of Chriſts exccedins loye and tender care towards all his dilciples tha: 
love him and keep his commandments, and their fenfible wants of the 
lame ſupplies of the Spirit will clearly evince ir. 

2, It will clearly appear out of the words of the Apoſtles of Chriit; 
See Johns interpretation of thele words of Chritt, Os: of his belly jh.x1! 
flow rivers of living water , Thes ſpake he (ſaith [»hn) of the Spirit: 
which they that believe on him ſhould receive, for the holy Spirit wa, 
0: yet, becauſe Teſus was not yet glorified, John 7. 29. Seeallo what 
they all ſay with one mouth, after they had received this holy Spirit with 
power, whereby they were furniſhed as Apoſiles or Embaſſadors ( of 
him that had all power in heaven and earth in his hand ) to go forth 
with the embaſlage of peace into all Nations,and could deliver the mind 
of their Lord unto them in their own language, A't- 2. 38,39. Rep: nt and 
be baptiſed every one of you inthe name of [eſuryfor the remiſſion of ſins 

> ye ſhall receive the gift of the holy Spirityfor the promiſe 15 to youant 
'1 your children, and to all that are a far off , as many ( of all thele ) 
us the Lord eur God ſhall call , ſci, to repentance from dead works, to 
faith in Chriſt Teſus, to this viſible manifeſtation thereof by being bap. 
ied, and fo viſibly planted into the death, buriall, and reſurre&ion 0! 
Chriſt for the remiſſion of fins, 

3. This will alſo appear by the enjoymenes of thole thar firſt truſted 1 
Chriſt, and viſibly manifeſted theig Ach and love in and to the Lord, by 
keeping his commandments: The Diſciples which were alſo called A- 
poftles, waiting in the appointment of their Lord at Jer»ſalem, received 


O 0 . . «6 a 
:nd were filled with tha: holy Spirit, with power according to promile. 
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See Acts 1.4,compared with 2. 2.50 tiar oreat rumber thac were þ Vin 
three or rathec five thouland louls that belicycd throvgh their word, 1, 
wetſC baptized3n Jeruſalem, ard waited in the appoit.tments cf © 15:1) 
Lord, that is ro lay, together iFeadfatHy inihs Apoſtles douriu, .. 
7a fellowſhip , and in breaking of orcad , and tn prayers, ey allo ©. 
jaed this holy Spirit according to promile, See Acts 4. 31, Tic ike 


way be found among the Saints 1n Sz i171, Acts 8, 17, m Frlc:, 
Acts x9, And the fame may be fourd amoye the Saints that 11; vs 3 
Chriſt, and walked in bim, among tholc that firſt truthed wn hun; ::1 + 

laces. Sec it inthe Romrns chap. 5. 5. and chap. 5. art large, Sc -: 
in the Corinthians Epiſtle 1. chap. 2, 10; 12. ard6 11, 19. 2:4. 
I2, at Jarge, In the Galuth:ans ch, 3, 2. 4.6. In the [j/c:.., 
cap. I, 13, Intkc Phil:pp1in; cap. 3. 3. Inthe ol 1jje.cns CHLUP, 1. 
8. Inthe Theſſrloi.ms Epi, chap, 1, 5,6. andchap.5.19. Thus mc 
mile is allo four d true in the litle children that 1/52 writes togand 15 oh: 
repeated 1 /ohz 3, 24 4.13, andinthe 2. 27. be ſpeaks unto they 
after this manner , 628 1h: dzi4n141 188 ( ipcaking ot this Loly Spirn 
promiſe ) which ye have recerved of Lim y 10.d thi yt y tal ine, 
1s his ſupply J1har F27t zeed 191 thu BAY MM tt h yawn. bat as th: { me 
anongtins 164 he:h you of all thi;.s ', dia 13 ruth td is 149 10 $1 VOE 
it hath taught you ye ſhill abide 1a 1%: And now tile Clive tc 
iz him, &c. And [ud telleth us, that the very ground why tou tha: 
had made a profeſſion of the faith, ard order of Ictus, caulcd divill 5 ant. 
offences, contrary to that doctrine they had reccived,and leparated thew- 
ie:vcs, was, becaule they were {calu21l, not having this Spirit, /://c 19, 
And as all this hath been proved by the la(tWill andTeltament of that !!- 
ving Lord, fois it allo clear, that his Will is not to be added. o, wr *2- 
Ken from, compare G-#/. 3. 15. With Rev. 22, 18, 19, WhIC it 
withltanding if any man ſhall attempr to do, let him know this Log 
alive, and will exc-loog appear lufficieutly able to avenge it, 

3. | 1 teitifie that every ſub jerv.mmt of Chrish Teſs , mip 18 poi 
o; Lberiy, yea onght inporzu 0 duty, toimprove that talent whit 
Lordbah geuen unto him |Thatitis their duty ro improve the tale: t.: 
Lord hath given unto them, and that for that end it was allo g1vcn, wi. 
appear by choſe two inſtances of che Lord himtelt, rhe firſt is .1/:'. 5 
14, 15. Ye (laiththeLord to his Diſciples ) are the ſ.ult «7 '7 


y 
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earth , the light of the wor!d , &c. neither d3 men light 4 Crit: 


3rd pat it rm1cy 2 behell, bat on a Candleltith, whereby he Rey 
nxt 
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that if it be far from the 15teation cf men ( who are but weak ard too- 
[(h 1 their 1nvento.:s5 ad actio:s ) ro light a Candle which 1s tor ule, 
a1d chea to pur it under a buſhell, ard 1o make ir _ultlets « ther muc' 
turcher trom che purpcl. ard incention of God, who is the father of lights, I 
ro erligitea the Jp.rit: -ot a man, whichis the car.dle of the Loid , ard 
ſen to.have Liar Jig! It concealed and with-heid ; chcrefore it to.lows, 
lt your light ( latch te L. rd Y {2 19270 before Fs » thu they wn jc 
1940 Fl APY WORST g fr: 2 ar tic YG B17 f.z: her ir he. þh is itt heats, F lic (70 
teri Htance is inthe 1y chaptcrot [{.-h, 11. 12, 13. 14, 15. 16: i 
©. 27. verlc, in which Parable 1s hyely declared by the Lord;... 11h 


% 


1 olor1ous Kingde me of God that ſhall cerra; wy appear, ſhouwd 20 
1 11 PA appear as lome though 70 (« roger for whitch 2d 15 £3. 
P ar 912 Ipoken verle 11. ard the firlt words of e Parable will pri 


re lame thingy tor the Noble-man \ which ts © wilt Ietus the Jet 
mult t1;{t go into a tar Country tO recciv2 h!s Kir.gome, Winrclh-15, 53-566 
coht hard of the Father, here © {17 untill all tis enemies become 1315 
toorftool, and loreturn, 2y Here is declarcd the order 1 wit fs 
Lo:d left this hah Qld when he weir to receive his Kinod on? lic be- 
towed gitcs or zaleais upon them, and commands tiem as bis fervan. , 
1Thenh tcover, |! i placcs tO occupy t: 11 he come, verſe 13. «wire, ohbs: 
wer wWach T produced this fer! przre ; ard tor flirther encouLagerne:: 
ke taſevantot Chritt to 11mPpr: oo that Talcn: in Ins Lords 1oryico fa: 

Hap belowed upor him, 3. Inchethird place 15 declared the exccec 

2 great Countenancegand rich reward which this Lord will bett,ry up= 

1a faithful feryant that hath thus improved bus Taler.t, when he ſhall 

avc received the Kingdom, and ſhall return in the gory © tf lis Father 
We :e countenance ( lay) appears in thelewords, /e will ty, well, Ot 

1S.11) the2s: of «ire ell dine tan gand and furbſa' ſerv ins 
_—_ bit been fir ht:l nat. ihiue E ther: hReward nn tt 
ele, Etroy rity the : Gy "i thy L3r. { or have than aAuthÞoriy Wi 
my kingd. IN) aver ie Cuties, be thou allo ruler over five Cutiesy Ew 
Bur C0) Pre cecd. 

LAGESS the congreg.tlon h? miy euher atk for mifyrm tin ls 
jump lf} ! This was a liberty amon aolt the Jews 11 their | yaagogues O! 
congregations, as appears Lyke 2. 46. where Chult being about tweiye 
years old + 1s Fang by his parents among the Doctors, in the Templ- 
Not only heari:, '9them, but askine them queſtions; and when he allc 


caug.N inthe Temple , or elſewhere , the people did not only hear him. 
yew 
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bur asked him queſtions , yea made objeRions 1gai Rt what was del:y2 
Z red, without incerruption , and it cannot be conccived but this is my;! 

more a liberty in the congregations,a:1d Churches of Chritt;and chercf.y; 

I Cor, I4. 35. Where women are directed to ask their husbands at home 

if they will Iearn,and the reaſon is given becaule itis a ſhame for t!.cm; 

Ipeak in the Church, it is plainly declared, that men that will lea- 

may ask in the Church , for it 1s not a ſhame for them ty lpea, 

there, But to proceed, "ID | 
[Or :f he can, he may ſpeak by way of prophecy for the edificat;; 

exkortation, and comfort of the whole by prophecy here I mean 1 

pom and brief declaration of the mind, and counſel of God, in wer: 

1gnificantly and eafic to be urder{tood, confirmed by the words of the 

Apoſtles and Prophers of God, and brought forth for the edificatior, 

exhortation, and comfort of the whole ; The 14 ofthe 1 or. w:; 
plentifully clear this truth, and make this liberty good unto the Sains, 
in the Churches of Chriſt, and it cannot be ſhut out bur by the jpir: 
of Antichiilt. See werſe 1. 5. 12. 24. 26. 3O, 31. 39, 40. So! 

Theſ. 5.19, 20. _ not the Spirit, is the exhortation to him tha: 
is therby moved to ſpeak ; and deſpite nor prophecyings, is the exlorat- 

on tothem that ate preſent to hear, Bur to procecd. 

[ Ard out of the congregation at all timesgpon all occaſions,7,.4 14 | 
places, as far us the juriſdittion of his Lor4 exteids | Which 1s 50: 
only to the utmoſt parts of the Earth, but allo to heaven, See 17, 
28, 18. Heb. 1. 2. Epheſ. 1. 20, 21, 22. 

[ May (yea onght to) walk as a (hild of I:ght, jntifyig wild 
with her waies,and reproving folly with the nnfrunful word: the:- 
of y provided oc. Fora warran: here, ſee Dex.6.7. At 5, 14. 
16, 10. 32,33.IT. 19. Eph.s. 11, Act 4.20. fam.3.13. And lo har: 
I dore alſo with the 3d. Concluſion, the fourth followeth. 

4. [1 teſtify char no ſervant of Chriſt Jeſus hath any liberty, 1a! 
leſs authority, from his Lord, to ſmite his Fellow-ſervant | Tis 
will be cvinced to be a truth many waies from the mouth of the 
Lord. 

x. Inthat it is the great commandment of this Lord to his ditcip!cs, 
and ſervants, to loye one another, and fo to bear one anothers burders, 
who ought to have their loye ſtronger than death , fo as to lay dow: 
their lives for the bretheren, See John T3. 34. 15. + fob 
3. 23. 4. 21. Gal. 6. 2, 1 John 3. 16, Now to {nite one 2- 
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- ther 15 a breach of thit Law of Love in a very high deoree, There- 


$ ve a 
+*'+w, 


2, The (crvants of Chriſt are called upon by their Lord to learn © 
m0 bemeek, andlowly, and are put therevy into a capacity to by 
turcher caught the way, ard tear of the Lord, to uncre-fe their J2ys ar. 
chey atC luch as ſhalt inherit the earth , and allo rcaven , for they (hail 

tind relt for their touls; and this meek, quiet and gentle Spirit is decl1- 
4 by the Spirit of the Lord to be an ornament of very great price, Sec 
-2r a proof of all this 1Cx, 11. 29. 21. 5. Pſliz 25. 9. I{rth 
29.19. CAlat., 5. 5. 1 Pet. 3, 4. but to tmite is an argumen: of a d'1- 
-n:neering, proud, and lofty ſpirit, which is far trom a Spirit that 15 meek 
a:d lowly. Therefore. 

3. The ſervants of Chriſt are called upoa by their Lord to be fo fa: 
'rom limiting their fellows, that in caſe they ſhould be ſmitten by others 
torhis , and the Golpels lake, meerly on one cheek, they ſhould ra- 
ther turn the other , than ſeek to revenge it. Sce Lyke 6. 20. Row. 
12. 17. I { or. 6. 7. why do ye not rather tate wrong ( faith the 
Apolile) why do you not rather ſuffer your ſelves to be defranded ? bur 
-11s is far from lmiting one another. Therefore, &c. 

4. This Lord being alſo that Prince ot Peace, doth to far dil- 
"ke ſuch practices as theſe among any tcrvants of his, that belong 
'> his houte, that he hath abſolutely and expretly declared, that he 
»y No means will have a ſtriker to tupply the Office of an Elder , ©: 
:eward therein, no nor one that is of a Lordly, or domineering ipi- 
.:t, nor yet onethatis froward, and will be foon angry. See 1n the 
rt} Epiſtle of Temorhy 3. 35. Titus 1. 7. Peter 5. 3. There- 
Iregs &c. 

5- That no ſervant of Chritt hath tuch authority trom his 1].ord to 
nite his tellows , doth plainly appear in that Parable 27a. 18. 34- 
| here 1t 1s ſaid , The Lord was ſo wroth that he will have that wic* ed 
'ervant delivered to the tormentors, that did but take his tellow by 
ii throat ; and him that fell to ſmiting his fellowes in his Lords ab- 
;ences Afar. 24. 51. itis laid,T he Lord (hill come upo.g9 a day when 
he lorked not for him , and in an hour that he 1s not awar of , and ſhall 

- -u1 him aſunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrit c, where 
+ iii be weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth, But ro proceed in the teſtimony, 
*here 1t 15 ſaid, | 

: Ne nov. yet with outward force, or arm of fleih to conſtr.un, or 

ER 
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reſtrain anothers conſcience , ror yet his outward man for 
ſake, or worjhip of hes Gods ec. ] Thar this 1s a truth will be made (4 
by the Scriptures of truth, and tharmany waiez, The fir} arowne::; 
proye it (tandeth thus. : 

1, Arg. If any Szrvant of Chri{t Jelus {be ie high, or low, «14... 
poor) have any luch liberty , or authority trom his Lord foto &,, 1.5 
ne 1$ able ro ſhew it, (as that which may be his warrant toto act | wi 5 
our ot the words of thz Lord himſelf, or our of thoſe that were !p!..- 
or writ by the Apoſtles, which were his Ambaſſadors, and weic nu}. 
ed from their Lord with commands tor his Servants cblervancc 1:1:.; |; 
come again, 

| But no ſervant of Chiſt { I tuppole ) is avle to ſhew, cir':.; 
of his owa words, or out of the words cf the Apoliles, any tuc!: !;b.r- 
ty, or authoriry from the Lord, as that wich nuty be his wana: tor. 
do, Therfore. 

The firt Propoſition cannot be denyed, which is this, Tf ary to 14! 
of Chriſt Jetus have any tuch authority from his Lord. he is able «fv 
:t, eichec out of his own words, or fiom the Apoſtl:s. An :nec. 
for a man to at in the name of the Lord, and not to have a won, 
warrant from him, is high preſumption, and lo will it appecr :! * 
theſe things be conſidered, 

T. In chat it is plainly declared, T hz all pres” 7, ects, 
eerth, ;s grvcn nato Chriſt, and therefore muſt all amitor.ty 15! oth; 
and in carth,be derived from him; and hence it is,thaz it concerto te; 
and the toes of that great image, it it be polſivle, to ard clea. 
who is that little (tone cut out without hands, and th 3]! cre Jong "0c. ny: 
oreat mountain , and fill the Earth, | 

2. Inthatitis as plainly de:lared, that the !:ving God | 1h hh 
theſe laſt daics (pokea by Chriſt, FTeb.1.1. bath made bm the wb 
a!l things , and thereupon hath ca'led upon every one that vat an 
to hear him, -hath threatned that foul that will cor hear bum that; + (74.44 


* 
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be cut of ; cherfore it concerns every ſervant of his to rakenerd bo tin 


*.q4* v1 
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\uch authority over another which he hath not beard and rcco vic. ir 


Chritt. 
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2. Inthutitis declared that Chriſt clus the Lard 15 that cnc 
oiver, and that they are bleſſed that do his commandeiments , \ e247 
bleſſed, that the Apoſtle faith he is become the autk or 0: CLOIN AL Na. 
vation to thoſe that obe; him, and that he 1s allo the Judge unto nm 


(65) 
the living God, hath appoinrcd a great, and notable, and terrible dts 
in winch and by whom he will fudge the wer danygotoeanfurſts x 04 , 
the very fecrets of mens hearts, ac cording to bis golpel, Sc2 f 25207 
kev, 32, 14. Heb. 5, 9- efits 10. quand 17. 51. X22. 2 
From wlach contideration !t aif.: appears, that it conce:ns the fryants of 
Cort, that they defpile rot fiich a L1w-giyerand [UCi1 a Juize as hets 
11 taxing ſucn liberty , or exerctſtio tuci auchorityg over O0.MNCrm2is 
con{ciences, winch canro: be made our from his words that he hath pi- 
v-nthemz all which, as lo many arguner.s,yul prove che tuft pcopouct - 
on. 

And as furthe lecond, which 1s this, tr, No fervant of Chriſt can 
Mow a warrant from Chrift for ſuch an auctiority , ercher out of his own 
words, or his Apoſtles, if chat be denicd, we muſt then call for the 
wartant, Which nuilt be ſhoved citiier out of che Evangclitts, the book 
ct cac Acts of the Apoltles, the Apeſiles Epiltles , «r the Revelatien 
;f Jelus: bur tuppole it cannot be ſhewwa out of any of thee, If the 

3. 0ithe kom. n; beproduced fora warrant, r0 mar can deny that 
the power there tpoken of was ſuch as belonord to a heathen, and [ 
think ro man. Wi acknowledge that he had fuch an authority trom 
Chrilt to order mens confcicnces , or outward mar, wich retpect to the 
worſhip of God, and therefore that word cannot be their warrant. 

It the words of P.:#/,( tl, 5. 12. T would they were cut oft tha: 
trouble you, be produceed for a warrant , Jet the words be contidered 
(ard inthe firlt place) there is a9 mention made of outward force, or 
outward affliction, and therefore no warrant for any outward or Cat- 
nall hand fo to afflict; bur 2. The words were ſpoken to the Churches 
In (G7 4, which were {pirit: all tocieties , and cencerning ſpiritual 
rranſoreſſors, and therefore ticir cutting off mult be from thar tpirituall 
rclation and union which hickerto they enjoyed , ar.d how that 1s done, 
compare '5, A:ts 23, with Aſi. 18. 8: 17. Row. 11, 17.19: 
29. 22, Andthecarall cutting off trom the carnall /ſ-.1:/ (before 
tc me of refermation) was bur a type of this ſpiritual! curting off anc 
calting out fron the ſpiritual ſr 7e/ of God hnce. 

And thirdly, conſider, the words were ſpoken by the Apoſtle 1.2! 
who would have us to know (as he declares it, 2 C vr. 10. 4.) that 
the weapons of his warfare were not carnall, je was not wont to ftrive 
with chem "rat oppoſed themſelves with carnall weapons, and tnere- 
fore if -e ſpeaks to ſuch perſons as theſe (4/217 225 were (that had recei- 
ved tuch power from the Lord) rouc: 1ng a cutting off, which is a but1- 
nels thar bclongs to a ſ\word, it would be too carnal! an underſtanding 
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of the place to.conceive that this (ould be dane by any other ſ\vord, 
than by the {word of the Spicir, waich 1s the word of God, and can 
reach to their Spirits,and is the only offenſive weapon the Siints ate t1 
take in ſuch caſes as chis againſt cheir (piricuall oppolcrs - and 1o have [ 
done with the firſt Arguimeat. A lecoad, to cvince :his, is take: from :!:1- 
law wherewith Ch:ilt ſclus, that Sonne of Righteoulnels, hath mor - ©; 
lets cnl.gitned the Nations, which I may therefore call the la:y ot Nt. 
tions, being chat law by which the Lord will Judge thole which m1y 
other wile be faid co be without liw : the Luw is this, Do, as «©. 

wou!d'{t be done unto, which is alto (as Chrilt ſpeaks) che Law and... 

Prophets. The argument ftanderh thus, 

' 2. eArg. If every ſervant of Chrilt Jclus have a command: men: tr. 

his Lord,as he will antwer it befoce him when he ſhall appeac asJudyey 
do to others, as he would haye others to do u:to him; then no feryair 
of his can have either liberty or authority from him thus to torce ano- 

ther mans conſcience, or his outward man mcely for conicience (ke. 

But every fervant cf Chriſt hath this commaad from his Lord, +:-. 
Do to others as ye would that others ſhould do un:o you. Therefore, &c. 

The jecond propoſition is undeniable, See 7, Arr. 12. Luk 6.31, 
The conſ{zquence of the firſt prop -firion can ſcarce be denied, bur if any 
ſhould raſhly deny it, then I appeal co chat mans conſcience, not be!rv 
{cared,which allo knowsbur in »artyin the fight & preleace of Godguie- 
ther he can be willing that another who is turthzr informed in the th.ng- 
of God, and is allo [tronger than he (whether he can be willing, T tay. 
that he) ſhould by ſuch a force conſtrain or reltrain his conſcience, al- 
though in ſmaller differcnces,but how much lets 1n things that do to yt 
ly d:ffer. 

2 A-g. Thethird argument Randeth thus, 

If Chrift Jeſus the Lord inſtructed his ſervants to bz meck, lowly, 
and gentle, yea, kind and curtcous to all ; ſent forth the chietel} ot 
them,2nd toll them that they ſhould be as lambs in the midft of wolves; 
yea, holds them and us, and ail chat ſhall reign with Chriſt, when he 
{1111 appear with his Kingdome,in a continuall expeRation of a perlc- 
cuted and aiflited condition in this preſent evil world, then it cannot 
b2 expected chat they ſhould have any ſuch liberty, much lels authority, 
tom him th: s to pecſecute, proſecute, or intorce others. 

Bu: the firſt is trae.Se2 A 11.11. 29.1C0r.13.4.E0h.4 34 1 Pet .3.8. 
17: 10. 7:5. 2. 3. T2, Alltthi:wlllive Godly in Chriſt Jeſus 
(faith P :7/awho well diſcerned the ſpirit that was abroad & that which 


tould remain and increaſe in the world) ſhall ſuffer per.ccution , and, 
the 
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1] cleryant is 1 ot greatert] an his Loid), ſaith Chritt, 2/27, 10, 24,25 
So that by tl.is ir appcats.thatiietaſtis me, aid thetetcrethie {ocond 
wWhichis this, ih. rt :.oſtrvrmr of Cilrft cocuardtt ory wb (rhe 
r Aantherny from ſts Lordi ts ty perfor h proſe fog er into, 
thers. | 

A Fourth argumznt againt forcing men aouinſt ti1 1x contciences? 
1athethings, ard worſhip of Gud,is taken from the nature of the co:- 
icieace of man, ar.d of che worſhip of Czcd, which are bath {piritual ; 
and it(tar.deth thr's, 

4. Arg.That which theLord hath r< {crved in his owa hand,and hath 15 - 
t.nded to mannage as part of his own Kingdome by lus own pIWer or 
$pirit, and by another manuer of miniltery, and {word, than that whit: 
1 put forch in the Kingdoms of men , 1s being tuch as .uits With the 
underſtanding ar.d confciznce of man, as 1t's a ſpiritual thing, and 
with the wotſhip of God, which is allo ſpiritual, that, I lay, can nc 
{crvant of Chritt have authority from him, by an other 1word, or arm 
of fleſhy to undertake, mannage, or think to cftcet. 

But the Lord hath referved this great work of ordering the underſtan- 
ding , and conſcience, whichis the ſpirit of man, by way ot conſtraint, 
or re{traint; and allo the outward man, with reſpect ro the worſhip ot 
God,I ſay,he hath reſerved this great work, in his own hand, and in 
the hand of the Spirit , ard hath intended ro mannag? it as a part ot 
his Kinodome, by his own Spirit, and by another manner of miniſter y, 
than that whichis put forth in the Kingdoms of men. Thetfore, &c. 

The fuſt propoſition , I judge, cannot be denyed , becaite if it be 
by lum reſerved in his own hand ard power, then by his authority it 
cannot be in the hand of another; and if jntended by him ro be man- 
rag2d by another manner of miaiſtery and i{word, than that which 1s 
put forth in the Kinedomes of men, thea not by the ſame, 

And as for the {ccond, it will appear to be a truth by thele follow- 
'v9 teſtimonies. ; 

1. That the great work of ordering the underſtanding and con{cience, 
hich is the lpirit ofa man, by way of conſtraint or reſtraint, and 
allo the outward man, with refpeS to the worſhip of God, is relcrv- 
cd (asa parc cf his Kingdome, i.e ſpirits of men being the chrone of 
the Lord) in his own hard . and in the hand ot the Spirit » doth appear 
Luk 17.26 Rom,11.32.1[7.45.22.4ach,q4.6.Prov.2.6, I.1m1.5. 10. 
1.9. Luke 24 45.2Cor.4.6.Eph.t.18,19. Aft.2.47.11,21.And 

2. That he hath intended to mannage it by another mancer of {word; 
or miniſtery , than that which is pur forth in the Kingdoms of mc, 15 

| EF. 4 ; ailo 
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alfo evident, in that hc did neither ſpeak to , nor yet make ule ot t.. 
Kings of the carch co make him diſcipes, nor yet call foc their ty, 
to covſtrain them or others to the worthip of God, or to retain then 
ficm their own, alchough it was pertormed to dumb Idols, and 11 .:) 
devils; but made ulc ot the {word of the Spirit, which is tis ow.1 vc, 
& the miniltery of his Apoliles,and {crvants, ro bold it forth tothe wn crld, 
and thereby wee diſciples made unto him, ard lo by ! im brought tr. 
their own to the worſhip ard lervice of God. Sce 14.16.8.9,10,11 :6 
Att. 15 16.18, 1 1h4.1.8,9. ch. 2.13.[!let 4 12, | 
The fifth Argument agaiclt forcing mens conlciences, or ra. lic: t] 
outward man for conſcience lake in the worſhip of God, ltand.ch t! 1: 
5. eArg. That which pieſuppole. h or. man to hz. ve dominto) ov 
anothcr mans conlcience, ard is but a forcing of Servants, and wor 
ſhippas upon the Lord , at thelealt , which he jceks noc for, ar :5 
the 1eady way to make men diſſemblers and hypocrites betoreGod a4 
man , which wilcmen abhor, and t » pur men upon the profat.in. tjjo 
name of the Lord, that can no lcrvant of Chrilt Jets have any libcr:y, 
much Jeſs authorirty,from his Lord to do. : 
But by outward force to ſleek to contirain , or reſtrain an ot crs cor- 
ſcience in the worſhip of God, &c. doth preluppote one ma.1 t5 have (4.1 
minion ovcr another mans conſcience, aid 1s bur to force ſervants, and 
weorſh ppers upon the Lerd, which he fcks not for, and is the ready v ay 
ro make men difſembiers and hypo. rires,ard co pur them upon the pro- 
faning the name ofthe Lord, Therefore , &c. 
The fir{t propoſition is ur.deniable, becuulz it is cy'dent that it is ©: 
the will of the Lord that any one ſhould have dominion over another 
Mans conſcience. no not ach as had r' e Jargett power and prelerce of 
che Spirit of God, and th? largatt intereſt in the hearts of his people, *5 
had che Apoliles, Elders. ard Brethren: Sce 1 Cor. 8 11, 12. 10 29. 
i Per. 5-3. PP. 3. 15; 2 Core. 3. 239 24. & chap. 4. 5.tur 
this indeed would be to enter vpon the throne of Chriſt , to fit in th: 
Tewple of God, and is the very highet defien of the ſpirit of Antichriſt, 
Set 2 The. 2. 4. x Cor. 3. 10. Andfor any man to enter upon the 
tlrone of Chriſt to ttt a foot into the Temple of God, is to defile it, 
ard Fe that defies the Temple of God, (lafththe Apottle) him ſhall 
God defirey, And fora man to put fervants and worſhippers upon ti 
[ ord . when he would not have others to pur tcrvants upon him, ard 
make men d:fſewmble. when i! he be a wiſe man, he cannot but hate d1!- 
ſembling, mifinzecs 5> ranch more abomination to the Lord, {o that 


tte fit propoſition (as I ſa1d) cant be denied, 
| The 
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The tecc:nd will catily be proved in each particular ti.creof, As 

7. This to cir.gotall rocontermin the worſhip of Ged, doth pre- 

{1ppole cre man o have demintion or Loiwcſhip OVCL ONOTRCT Nl S CON 
{ 11306, for wizo Knows not that the warſhip « f God 1s 2 vale of 161. 
crce, ard rhatthat wolthip ard lervice trac t> pleating to {1m , mull 
baverthe fpuit ard cor{ciencethe chict in 12 and wticretore, Þ at men 
which by outward f. rce would cauſe others to cortor vr 10 ports of 
worſlup, wilt pre-tvppole ro have power over his ſpirit and conlcicice, 
to CaulC it to Conorm hkewile, of elttc he cannot attain uno ins Relt- 
01903 Intene, 
L 2. ts 1s but q {orcing of terva nts and we {111peis VpOr. tie Lord rd 
I tayacthe beſt , torit is more likely to force worſhipers trom inm ; 
Ard this will cicerly appear, becaule the tric worſhepers , ard frch as 
the facl.e. fecks for, arc luch as worſhip him in Spine, ard 1 Trith : 
See # bb; 4. 23z 24. who having recerved from Chrili the Sp: rit of lite 
and love, have his word (lard intl.cir beart, as thewordet a Kit'g, to 
tl at thereby they become a willing people to do him {crvice, and ftand 
not in need of fuch onward force to compeil them thereto; they there- 
toethar ſtand in need io be, ar.d therefore te by outward force com- 
pelled to the worſhip of Ged, to the faith and crder of the colpel of 
C briſt (:ncy T tay) arc ſuci fervants, and worthipers, as are texc'd upon 
th-Lord , whom lhe lccks not for, 

This outward forcing men in the worſſup of God, is the ready way 
zo make n ex difl miblers and hypacrnes before Gd, ard men which 
«1te men abhor ; the truth of this will be thus demanttrated , tor :t 
hey be ſp.ritual], rruc, and-willing worſhipers , fuch as the Father 
iecks for, then what need is chere of a conſtraint or reftratn? tuch are 
1]aw of life to themſelves ; bur if they bz nor, then what make tl ey 
there before lim. who calls for the heart , and wiſheth wen to look to 
their ipirits, fer he isa Spirit, ard will be far&iticd of all thcie that 
draw necr unto him? See Prov. 23. 26, M.l, 2. 15. Kev. TO. 3. 4. 
Then as they ate forced upon the Lord againſt his will, and without ary 
warrant from him, fo are they alſo 2eairſt their own, and therctore 
aithough their bodies may be preſent, ard through fear of the (troke, or 
hope of re vard, may ſeem $ conform, yet their hea ts and minds nct 
being changed (and the ſtrong holds thereof not being bearen doin, as 
by ſuch carn1]] weapons they cre never likely tc be) they I lay, are 
abſent, and far from the Lord; lo then, while their hearts , and con- 
Icicnces, (till cleave to their Idols, and yet their bodies are caulcd to 


conform,what is this bur to make n en difſemblers and hypocrites before 
God 
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CGed and'man? and that it is the way to put men upon tte profſa,i-2 
rhe name of the Lord, is alf9 evident; underſtand by name tits ary. 
butcs, word, ordinances, worſhip, they are all profaned by tic), ; 
perſon that (tand3 in necd to be torc'd to Religion. Sees /l.ro, 2, 1, 
tor him to call upon the name of the Lord, 15 two protane the name of 5 
Lord, tor their prsyers are abom:nation ro him , (er. 4. 26, 7: 
28.9. [jxy 1.13. Anda calling the name of Godor Chriit up, ty." 
15 counted by him a blaſphcmirg his name. Sce Rev. 29. 13.1.5, 
and unto the wicked faith God, Pſ/. 50. 16. 11-4! baft ry 1: 1 
to declire my Statutes, or to take my Covenait 1nth-ymonh, S.u;- 
thou hate$t initruttion, and caſte$k my words behind thee? 1) ya 
which ir doth evidently appear , that the {econd propoſition dotir alt 
{tand firm, 

A fx: argument againſt the forcing of men aguinlt their underitandire. 
and conſciences,is taken from the prchibition of Chriſt, and (tands cl; 

6. eArg. If Chriſt Ieſus the Lord hath expreſly forbidden his fe: yau.; 
dy ſuch a force to ſeek to confirain or reitrain another mans conleic:;ce 0: 
his outward man againſt his underitanding and conſcience, 1n tiit;g; 
ornnng to God, although his underſtanding and contcrne be 
clecrly dilcerned co be erconious and cvil, tnea can no ſervant of Uiriit 
Jeſus have any libeity, much lets authority, from him [o to pravtilc; 
This cannot be denicd. 

Burt Chriſt ]cſus the Lozd hath expre{ly forbiddea his {crvants lo © 
practiſe, and for the proof hereof, take two or three inſtances, fr: 
15. 14. where Chrift ſpeaking to his ditciplcs, touciirg the Pha les, 
who were blind guides, teduccrs, hypocrites, (irong oppolcrs of Ciuilt, 
yet ſeemingly full of zeal ard deyorion , and fuchzs brought a yatity 
upon the worſhip of God, and made 11s commandem?n:s of none «t- 
fe&t by their traditions, as appears, v. 33 4, 5. 6» 7, >» 9. of the ſam: 
chapter, yet v. 14. faith Chriſt to his diſciples , le: themal. ne , ney 
2te blind, 1caders cf the blind, ard lo leaves them t> that lad ever , 
which is, their falling into the ditch, or periſhing rcoether. Sce the pa- 
rable of rhe wheat and the tares, . 7:7. 13. 24. interpie ed þy Chr: 
himſelf, v. 37, 38. And he th. ſawe: h the cvod ſeed (laith Crit) : 
the Soa of 22:1 The fi ld ;5 th? world, 1 > good je a AYE th ; hilar 6 
of the Kingdome (which being flown by theſon of man, mi lt needs be 
meant faithfu 1and finccre- hearted profeſſors of the truth cf the golpe!!:) 
But the tares (laith he) re the children of the wick: d one, and i 
enemy tha: ſoweth them is the devill , which being the children of the 
++3-1--4 55», and ſown by the devill a fter.the children ot the Kingdome, 

mul! 
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itt necds be meant ſuch as crept in unawats, and wcre [cnt 18 45 Peet 
jpc-Keth, Sce G1. 2.4. to fpie cur the Saints hberrics , that they might 
bcir.g chem into bondage, ard fo were foimall Profeſlors of Chrilt ac 
the fi tt, but att wards difcovered :© be Heicticks, Schilmanicks , Apo- 
(ta:s, Blaſphemers, fuch as was [ſy-ig.asy, [izle rs, Alextnders 
mas, ard Ich falle teacl ers as *7crcr tpeaks of, 2 1c, 2. 12, 
{-t(h,ula brag in dataable Ferehrrs, woen acnrvcs.g the Lord ths! 
(14 they ard Ering upon themlclves tvy fe detiuuction, whole per- 
1cious wayes many ſhould follow; by 1caton of whom the way ot 
:r0:h ſhould be evill tpoken of: but to go on, re bit weye, laich Chrilt, 
:- the er dofiheworll, amliheremwers tews other thumihe wings; 
Nuw the quiſtion (for our initruction in rigi.tcoulitets) being mide by 
tC {ervants unto tl:eir Lad when the tarcs were dilcoyercd , whetkcr 
1; was his will that they ſhould go and gather themup, and take them 
out of the field, his firſt antwer, v.29.is nay, ardthe reaton he renders, 
15tlts, Lot while yo gar her pede t wer, Je reot rp alſo the wheu nt. 114) 
'hwa ; Ardtbenext antwer, , 3o. is an cxpiets word of command, 
1,1 il ey jronld let both crow 19g, ther 15 the ficl /\whvch:s the world, 
and untill th:e time of the harveſt , which is the end therof, and tiea his 
purpoſe is to ſpeak to the reapers , which are not men but Angels, to 
cher them up, and bind them in bundles to bura them. 1 ſhall pro- 
vuce but one inttance more to ſheiy that our Lord Jeſus forbids tuch a 
-raQice as this ameng his Dilciples oc ſervants, 2, / 7772. 2. 24425926. 
I be ervintof the Lord, laith Paul, in the word of the Lord ,, 1nnjt 
ut Fri, [ot be gotle to all men pt io ted) not tolinke, 
pitie-t in mee wvaeis ys witruct ins thoſe that oppoſe themſe vis; which 
ord fignifieth a ſetting a mans ſelf in an oppotition to the tru-h in amore 
:i.2n an o:dinary manner, cven by way of coycnant or refolution of 1pi- 
"ty yet arc they {t1] ro be waiting with mccknels upon them , if God 
t.uny tz. ewill give them repen...ncetothe rcknowledgemrnt of the 
ruth, that they may recover thein/ecves ozt of the (n.res of th! devil, 


who are taken Captive by him at has will, 
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Anather arg urrent that there can be no warrant from Chriſt for tuch 
a praCtice as thus, is taken from tuch expreſſions of his, wherein he ſhews 
his diſlike thereof, and it Randeth thus. 

7. eArg. If Chriſt Jeſus the Lord have ſharply reproved and chec k- 
<d his ſervants when he hath eſpicd ſuch a ſpirit as this but breakirg 


forth inthem , then can no ſervant of his haye any countenance , much 


'els authority from him lo to praQtile, : 
Bur the firſt is true , he hath ſharply reproyed th:m when he eſpied 
tuch 
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ſuch a ſpirit as this but breaking forth , witreſs his words Lyle 22. 24 
25. Fc, Joh 18.To,H, 114..26. 51,5245 3.54. >*F Lk: 9 46,47. 
49.50. 5245 3554 55 56. wherteit is faid, when the 5.:m..; :; 
perceived that Chritts face was towards ler.1/c 1, they d1d [3 envy im 
for /crr'ſ ems ſake, which was the place at Gods worſh'y, that :' ey 
would not receiye him nor aff:xd unto hum tuch con.mon ami dic ws 
longed untoltrangers; for which diſcurreous repuile of the r Lord 2:4 
matter, 7 :2ecand 7o{, in a prepcfcrous zeal judged , rhat they 
lerved to dy , and thereupon moycd the quellionto Chrift in thee words, 


verſe 55. 1"; thorn thi we command fire to come dows: from be: 
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and conſume them? but what is the an{wer of Chrili ? 1t is laid, /-: :4. 
ned y and r' buked them, ſayinr, ye know mt what maruer of 5f5: 
ye are of, They were {carce awar that they were hereunto moved Þ;, ©: 
other ſpiritthan the ſpirit of Antichriſt, fer faith he , 7 he £9. 6 «5; 
zs nt come ro deſtroy mens lives, but t»ſrvethemandifhe cam 17+ 
to this werld to ſave mens lives , ar.d not to defiroy them, ard 1: 
have his Sctyants to learn of bim meckne!s, and meccy . ard to by as 
he was 1n, this preſent evil world , I lay, if he came to 1..ve men» 1:v5, 
even therebcllious, then no ſervant of his can have ary autnority £m 
him for fuch caſes as theſe to deſtroy them, 

The laſt Aroumentſtandeih thus. 

8. Arg. Thar which of it ſelf is inconfiſtent with the civil poxce, !:- 
berty , proſperity, and fafery of a Place, Cormowveal:h, or nar 01, n0 
ſervant of Clm(t Jetus can have liberty, muct\ Icts authority Toots 
| Lord to do : 

But this outward fercino of men in matters of conſcience thi ings 
God to believe as others believe , and to practile ar.d worſhip 2s « :i1cts 
do, cannot ſtand with the Peace, Liberty, Proſperity, and tat.cy it 
a Place, Commonwealrh. cr nation. Thereforc no ſervant of C]:1iti c2n 
have anyliderty, mich lels authority 1» to do. 

The fult pr -potition can ſcarce be denyed if theſe things be confulcres, 
ſei, Trar Chriit J.tus the Lord is the Prince of Peace, /ſ-.9 6 !1c/ 7.*, 
andthe more a wan is made parcaker of , and led by the Syirir of tie 
Lo.d , whichisrbe So'rit of Peace , the more peaceable nd que: 1s 
he like to be towards all men with whom; he hath to do, for this Pr:nce 
of Peacc hath given expreſs command unto all his Servants , whoare 
the Children of Peace (in whoſe hearts his werd ftands, with pow er,s) 
the word of a King) to be at peace among themtclves, 1 Thef, 5 13: 
T olive in pexce, 2 Cor. 13.11. 1 o fr liow perce wit h all men . Heb 
12.14, To ſceh yeace audenſuc it, 1 Per. 3.11. To follow oy hole 
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things chat maze for peace, Rom.14.19. 1 it be fofiblo 15 mc, = 
:nthem tye: þ :9 þ.iyve rece w.th it mes Rn14i,12.16, 1c.1n2t :9 len 
rner onng but wot inn anberswe. ifhy, 1 (orto, 24, T9 ec . 
178 FELCE oftheptucy, riere Colby yth bonded bis bibitation, 1 or, 
td to pry 28:9 (191; ity ind tiribernrs thereof, Ter. 29: 7. I 
{1#, 2,2, By a:lwiicnit doth evidently appcar, thac that which of 17 
:241 Cano; and with the peace ard pre ſpcriry ot a place, and natio:, 
that can no {cryaat of Chrilt have by tnzauthority of this Lord,unlets by 2 
jult judgement from h!in upon the rulers of this world for giving theit 
Power , ard fivcrd, :othe bealt, this to be abuſed and mide drurk 
v:th the blood of the Saints , which his terder heart cannot but avenge 
upon themſelves, ard ups n the Natior.s for their loving to have itlo, 

And as for the tecond Propoficion , which is this, that this ou:ward 
torcing of men in matters of conicier.ce towards God to bclicye as othas 
bcl.eve, ardto practiſe ar.d worſhip, not as themlelves (but as otl:c15) 
ar2 pet [xaded,cannot (tand with the p<a-e,liberty,profperity, and laiery 
ot a Place,Nation,andCommo.:wealth:;this will as plainly appear in thc 
examination of each particular thereof, 

Ard firſt, it canno: ſtar.d with the peace ot a Commonwealth ; for 
as thereTould be no peace expected in the /ſr.r/ oft old, fo long as that 
harlot Jez 26«/ (who thiilted after innocent blood)could at her pleature 
obtain the ſeal and power of the King, to effect ter bloody dctign wipon 
the ſcrvants cf the Lord, who witi(tood her Idolatrous Pricfts, ard tat 
Idolatrous way and worſhip which they had let up, {o 1kewile as long 
as thar tpirituall Jeu 2b! among thole that account themlelyes the 1/- 
r..cl of God,(who is ſeen in R:v.17.3. to ride upon that {carler=colour= 
ed beaſt, and to own ber ſelf as che Ci:y and ſpoule of that great King, 
the King of Saints, ſo Jorg I lay as ſhe) can by her glor.ous deckings 
and tplendours, fo deceive and allure the Kings and Rulers of the earth, 
to commit fornication with her , ard to give their {word and po'Acr to 
the bealt that bears her up, there can. be no expectation of pCacc 
in cheearth, but (41]1-of wars, and rumovrs of wars, untill mens learts 
tail then: fortolcng as thece is an outward force cr power to be had 
to maintain and vphold the carnall intereſts and advantages of lome 
vpon religious accounts, and to perlecute others, who for conſcience 
Jake towards God, dare r.ot, yea cannot conform to their way, What 
hopes arc hereby begotten ar.d nouriſhed in ſome ? what jcalouhes , 
{uſpicions and fears in others ? wl at revenofull defires 1n moſt ? yea, 
what plottinss and contrivings in all? and as a irnir and effect hecot , 
what riding? ruaning? troubleſome , and tumultuous aflemblings to- 
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octher , and {idings? yea , and outragtous murderings and bloog. 
ſhedings are hereby produccd in a Nation , to gain that power and {word 
to their party, either to cruſh , tupprets, or cauſe the other co conform, 
or arthe leaſt and beſt to lave rhcmlelyes from being cri.ſhed, luppreſled, 
or foxced to conformity? Bur were this trare of the deftroyer and ti; 
derer once diſcovered and broken, which is under a {pecious and »«i:- 
c1ous pretence of doing God good letyice, to opprels and ſlay i:>--- 
nocent leryants and cinldren, and to force men to that which) :: «x 
minds and conſciencesarenot perſwaded unto, wiiich is wotle than, 1.:_- 
Jatry, or atleaſt would it pleaſe the moit high to help the Kings 254 
Rulers of the earth, to take King D.rv:ds countell, Pſl, 2. whici: is, :. 
kiſs the ſon leſt be ang 'y , and inhis auger ſmite that glorious 1:4: tl 
(which Nabachadnezzer law in his dream) Dm. 2. 3Iy 32433. 24 
upon his feetthat weie part of ircn,and part of clay,and fo break tlicm :. 
peeccs, that the iron, the Gay, the braſs, the ſilver and the oold bt 
broken to pecces together, become as chaff, and fo vaniſh away gr: 
there ſhould no place be found for them ; And would it pleale the mcii 
high to put itinto their hearts, co manage that power and 1word o 
Reel which he haih pur into their hands (and takes out again a: h 

onod pleature) forthat 1t might onely atrend the very thing for Which it 

1s beſtowed upon them , which is to do juſtly, and to ſhew mercy, a 

thoſe that walk (in tluch eminent places) humbly before che Lund, 

which are things more pleaſing to him , than ſuch burnt offeria :s aid 

lacrifices, although they amounted to thouſands of rams, or ten thou 

ſands of rivers of oyl , eſpecially being ſuch as he hath not rcquircd 2: | 
their hands; how loon would the carth which now is moved cxcced- 

ingly , reels to and trolike a drunkard, and is remoycd like a cc- 

tage , become a quiet and peaceable habitation ? for if there were nci- 

ther fear on one hand , nor hope on the other, that this {word ſhou!4 

bz drawn forth to maintain the camall intercſts of ſome, which they cr:- 

joy upon religious pretences, and to ſuppreſs tle underſtandings and con. 

ſciences of others, tothe hazard of their proper and lawfull intereſts arg 
outward enjoyments , and all men ſhould tee the Rulers as reſolute 1: 
this point as Galro was, lo that mcn of all ſeas and religions ,which 
now are various , were b.:come hopelets of any other help to ſupport 
themſelves and their way, or to draw others thereto, than what by th: 
word of God they can attain unto, how ſoo2 would theſe tumules ceate, 
che eamity in point of Religi2n be {lain , and all things in peace ? ard 
for my part I cannot expect that the twords ſhould be beaten into 


plowſhares, and the jpears into rpruning-hooks, that nation ſhall not 
rile 
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7 cle againi nation, neichet ſhall they leatn war any more, wich is 4 
? thing which the mou.h of the Lord hath ſpoken of, untill that be accom- 
pl-ſh:d which ſhould occafion it , whichis expreriby the Prophet in 
tele words, For ll peorle will wile everyone inth e name of his Gods 
id we will walk mthe aume of ihe Lird our G d for ever aud ever. 
Micha, 4. 3 4y $5- 

A:d as Ins torcing of men for their conſcience lake, cannot (tand 
With the peace of a Nation or Commonwealth, to neither can 1: (tand 
with the liberty thereof, as thole two iaftaaces Rev. 13. to. and 15. 
i6, 17, to.cther with daily cxpericrce, doe lively demonttrate, mm 
winch Scriptures 1t 1s plain to be feen, that whillt the Bea(t retonch, 
through the power of the Kings of the Eath, all arc reſtrained ot 
their libcr:y, and brought to » coaformity , they cannot buy nor tel, 
unlots they conform to the Beal}, no rot the oreat ones. Kinosand Ru- 
cars themielves, they ſhall rather ceate to be Kinos than ceaſe wo conform, 
when once they haye given their power to him, for then they have no: 
been avl2 to itand before him, as Emperors,Kings,Princes and Govern- 
ors have by wotull experience ( througi a tad hand of God found to 
be true. And as by the righteous judgement ,of God, they that have 
up3:2 th113 accompt kilied with the 1ivord, mult have a time allo to be 
killed with the fword; 1o they that have led into captivity, mult alto 
be let 1nt5 captivity: 1othar by this ir appears, 1: cannot ſtar.d wich the 
liberty of a place and Nation. 

And chat it cannot (tand with the profpericy ard {1fety therof will 
appear from a twofold conſideration, the fuſt whereef is with reſpect 
:0 piety, the lecondto policy. 

That which is taken from ptety is this, If the matter be duly conſidered 
and weighd,it canno: be expected but that this outzvard con(traint or re- 
ſraint of imcn in matters of conſcience,& for the worſhip of God(1n this 
preſent evill world, and by the powers therin) much chiefly reflect, and 
light upon hich as being called out of the world, can neither conform to 
worldly vanities, nor worldly worſhips, bu: to the pure voice and word 
of God, and to rhe teſtimony of Chriſt Jetus the Lord , which if true, 
as indecd it cannot bedeni:d, then it will cafily appzar to be both unſafe 
and unproſperous for a ſtate or nation to be found medling herein, for as 
ach as the Lo1d of hoſts hath ſaid, he th it rorch. th your, tonrheih the 
aple of mizzzey2, Zach. 2.8. andagain, Towrh ant mine azomted, 
a;'4 da my Prophets mo harm , 1 (hroa. 16. 22. and King D.wid 
had well obſeryed concerning the /ſ7.2e/ of old. that the Lord (uffer:d no 
man to do them wrong, but eyer. reproved Kings tor their ſakes, P/ tl, 

105.14 


(76) 
105.14. Andif the Lord of hoſts who is full of bowels of compaſſicn, 
be lo taken with the oppretfion of the poor , and ſ;ghirg of the necdy, 
that he will not long forbear, bur will ariſe, relicve him, ard te: 
him in ſafety from him chat puffeth at him, or would irfnaze him, // -/, 
I2 5. ſhallkenot much rather avenge kis own ele&, which give }::m 
rorelt, but cry ni®ht and day unto him? Cz, 18. 7. yea , I cl 
you (faith Chriſt) be will avenge them ſpeedily. And now how uniate 


and unproſperous it is for a Kingfdome , or State, toly aw. to the 
- vengeance of God, which if it breaks forth is ke to overturF,, over.itn, 


overturn tt as the prophet ſpeaks, E zch.21, 255 26, 27. Will not be a 


hard thing to diſcern, | 
Again it cannot well land with the proſperity ard fafery of a State.or 


Nation, upon a politick ground or conſideration. Por it belt tuits 
with policy (Ee the power in the hands of Kirgs and Princes, but cipe, 
cially of States and Commonwealths) 1, To engage (not only one par- 
ty or {et alone, but ) all parties tlicrein to the prelent power, ard to 
the tupportirg thereof. 2, Todo this (not by giving away any pait of 
the power to any party or ſet to cppreis or inforce others to their way 
for their carnal and private reſpe&s, for that ( as hath bcen ſhewn ) 1s 


the way to loſe it themſelyes, except they conform , yea to be bror'ght 
to conforniity,hur) to aftord its protein equal) ro all «hen! 1elpeRt unto a- 
ny , at leaft in this, ſci. keepirg ihem hereby ſa'e, under God, in 1eh; ot 
cf their x erſons, n. mes, and eſtzte:z Z And to engage them all upon ite 
ſtrorgeſt erig:igements, which are not canal ours ard advantage ( trey buirg of 
renctimes fo {ar from advancing the ſam-;, thar they prove nor-b'e means to m-ke 
the obfiru&10n) but this, wherein ore man may be as wel aſſured that he ſþaii cr 
be forcede'o another man: vndertancing and conſcier ce as that ano her |} &ll 
Not be forced unto his. Which Tncegd is an evgage ment 1har is ſt Oo: per /(11.n 
death, the voice of each man: conſ@d@ace heing 9 him as the voice (tf his Gif 
by this means ſhall all partics be deeply obliged ro the urmeſt of thcir lives 
and eſtates, to beat up that power, withcur which ihey cannate x; ect to e14) y 
prace, libeiry , and ſafety thernſelves, fo ſhall the rvlers alſo have ſonievhac 
mor2 vacancy tv conlider what ic is that the Lo'd of h: ſts doth 3cquire ar their 
hands, whici is ro do juſily, to love neicy , and ro walk hrmbly belore tc 
Lord, Mic 6 9,8. And whereas it is added (every man beirg ſuch &c, | 
which is to ſt.cw that whether ſuch liberty as this ſhon'd te granred co: 
nor inthis preſent warld , Yer it concerns, and allo well becomes the fe: vans 
ot Chriſt, not to alicr their courſe, but to be ſtill ſound keeping ite eomn. 2:5 

mens of God and rhe reftimeny of Jcſus , and to be beorirg 1 nind wht 15 
faid  Rev.12.11. And t&ey overcame hinrly the blo: d of the Lan.b , and by 
che word of their te fiimony , andthey loved nor their lives unto the death + 
harkniog alſo ſor his voice « who fai-h Rev. laſt 20. Surely 1 come quickly, with 
the like cloſing therewith as there is expreſt- Amen, Even ſo ccme Lord Jelv:: 
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